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IONISING RADIATION PROTECTION AND NUCLEAR SAFETY ACT (ZVISJV-1)

(Unofficial consolidated version No 2)
1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1
(Purpose and subject of the Act)
(1) This Act regulates ionising radiation protection with a view to reducing, as far as possible, detriment to human health due to ionising radiation exposure and the radioactive contamination of the living environment while allowing the development, production and use of radiation sources and the performance of radiation practices. With regard to radiation sources intended for the production of nuclear energy, this Act regulates the implementation of nuclear and radiation safety measures and, when nuclear goods are used, also special safeguards measures.
(2) This Act defines the powers of the authority responsible for nuclear safety, the authority responsible for radiation protection, the ministry responsible for internal affairs and the inspectorate responsible for internal affairs regarding the implementation of the provisions and supervision under this Act, including the powers of inspectors responsible for supervising the implementation of this Act.
(3) This Act shall transpose into Slovenian legislation Council Directive 2013/59/Euratom of 5 December 2013 laying down basic safety standards for protection against the dangers arising from exposure to ionising radiation, and repealing Directives 89/618/Euratom, 90/641/Euratom, 96/29/Euratom, 97/43/Euratom and 2003/122/Euratom (OJ L 13, 17.1.2014, p. 1), last amended by Corrigendum to Council Directive 2013/59/Euratom of 5 December 2013 laying down basic safety standards for protection against the dangers arising from exposure to ionising radiation, and repealing Directives 89/618/Euratom, 90/641/Euratom, 96/29/Euratom, 97/43/Euratom and 2003/122/Euratom (OJ L 72, 17.3.2016, p. 69), (hereinafter: Directive 2013/59/Euratom); Council Directive 2009/71/Euratom of 25 June 2009 establishing a Community framework for the nuclear safety of nuclear installations (OJ L 172, 2.7.2009, p. 18), last amended by Council Directive 2014/87/Euratom of 8 July 2014 amending Directive 2009/71/Euratom establishing a Community framework for the nuclear safety of nuclear installations (OJ L 219, 25.7.2014, p. 42; hereinafter: Directive 2014/87/Euratom), (hereinafter: Directive 2009/71/Euratom); Council Directive 2011/70/Euratom of 19 July 2011 establishing a Community framework for the responsible and safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste (OJ L 199, 2.8.2011, p. 48; hereinafter: Directive 2011/70/Euratom); and Council Directive 2006/117/Euratom of 20 November 2006 on the supervision and control of shipments of radioactive waste and spent fuel (OJ L 337, 5.12.2006, p. 21, hereinafter: Directive 2006/117/Euratom).
Article 2
(Exclusion of application)
(1) The provisions of this Act that apply to radioactive substance content shall not apply to food and ingredients thereof, for which the content is laid down by regulations on the health safety of foodstuffs.
(2) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to the movement to and from the Member States of the European Union (hereinafter: EU), the import and the export of medicinal products governed by regulations on the management of medicinal products and medical devices.
(3) With regard to the ionising radiation protection of people, the provisions of this Act shall not apply to:
exposure to natural radiation, such as radiation due to radionuclides contained in the human body, and exposure to cosmic radiation on the surface of the Earth’s crust;
the exposure of members of the public or workers, other than air or space crews, to cosmic radiation during flight or in space;
aboveground exposure due to radionuclides present in the undisturbed Earth's crust.
Article 3
(Definitions)
(1) For the purposes of this Act, the following definitions shall apply:
Activity shall mean the activity of a given number of radionuclides in a particular energy state at a given time and is defined as the quotient of A = dN/dt, where dN is the expected number of spontaneous nuclear transformations from that energy state in the time interval dt. The unit of activity is the becquerel.
Overexposure shall mean an exposure to ionising radiation resulting in the exceedance of prescribed dose limits for individuals or population or of activity limits or activity concentrations for air, water, soil, food, feed and other products or materials.
Decontamination shall mean the reduction or removal of radioactive substances from particular parts of the living environment, people, clothes, equipment and objects.
Diagnostic reference levels shall mean the dosimetric quantities of ionising radiation or activity of radiopharmaceutical doses in standard diagnostic or interventional radiological procedures for groups of standard-sized patients or standard phantoms when using particular groups of radiological equipment.
Licence shall mean a decision by which the competent authority, in accordance with the requirements of this Act, permits and prescribes conditions for the performance of a radiation practice, the use of a radiation source, the operation or decommissioning of a nuclear or radiation facility, any management of spent fuel or radioactive waste, the closure of repositories under this Act, or any other activity laid down in this Act.
Dose shall mean a measure of energy absorbed per mass unit or of detriment to health. Doses are absorbed, equivalent or effective. An absorbed dose shall be expressed as energy absorbed per unit of mass. An equivalent dose shall denote various effects that a specific type of ionising radiation has on a particular tissue or organ, while an effective dose shall denote the level of detriment to human health due to exposure to ionising radiation and shall be calculated as a sum of all equivalent doses, weighted according to specific tissue or organ.
Dose constraint shall mean the maximum acceptable predetermined radiation dose received by a person due to a particular radiation source during a planned radiation practice below which exposure needs to be optimised.
Physically controlled area shall mean an area or facility under constant physical and technical control. It is surrounded by a mechanical barrier and has a limited number of entrances, which are under appropriate surveillance.
Physical protection shall mean the measures of physical and technical protection carried out in a facility containing a nuclear material or radioactive substance or with regard to the transport of nuclear materials with a view to preventing criminal acts, and a contingency plan in the event of such acts.
Building material shall mean any construction product intended for permanent incorporation in buildings and other structures or parts thereof whose properties determine the exposure of an individual to ionising radiation in this building or structure.
Ionising radiation (hereinafter: radiation) shall mean the transfer of energy in the form of particles or electromagnetic waves with the wave length of 100 nanometres or less or with the frequency of 3x1015 Hz or more that are capable of directly or indirectly producing ions.
Exposed worker shall mean a person who, either for an employer or as a self-employed person, performs work within a radiation practice during which they may be exposed to ionising radiation and receive a dose exceeding any prescribed dose limit for the population. An exposed worker performs work based on an employment contract or on any other basis.
Exposure to ionising radiation (hereinafter: exposure) shall mean the state of being irradiated by ionising radiation. Exposure may be external if the source of radiation is outside the body or internal if the source of radiation is inside the body.
Exposure of emergency workers shall mean the exposure of any emergency worker in an emergency resulting from their work.
Emergency exposure shall mean exposure due to an emergency. This exposure shall not include the exposure of emergency workers.
Occupational exposure shall mean the exposure of workers, trainees and students to ionising radiation during their work.
Exposure of members of the public shall mean any exposure of individuals other than occupational or medical exposure.
Radon exposure shall mean the exposure to radon progeny.
Medical exposure shall mean the exposure of patients or asymptomatic individuals as part of their diagnostics or treatment intended to benefit their health, as well as the exposure of carers and volunteers in medical or biomedical research.
Non-medical imaging exposure shall mean any deliberate exposure of people for imaging purposes whose main purpose is not to bring a health benefit to the exposed person.
Spent fuel shall mean nuclear fuel that has been irradiated in the reactor core and permanently removed from it. Spent fuel can be treated as a useful material that can be reprocessed or as radioactive waste that must be disposed of.
Emergency shall mean a situation or event that is not usual and in which radiation or nuclear safety or the level of radiation protection are reduced. The conditions resulting from an emergency shall require immediate preparations or the implementation of measures to prevent or remedy the consequences for the health and safety of people and their quality of life, to prevent impact on property and on the environment and to prevent risks leading to such serious consequences.
Emergency worker shall mean a person who in the event of an emergency takes action in accordance with their designated role in emergencies and in doing so might be exposed to radiation.
Person performing a radiological procedure shall mean a person who operates radiological devices during a radiological procedure. Except in exceptional cases determined by this Act or its implementing regulations, the person performing a radiological procedure shall be a radiographer or a doctor.
Radiation practice operator shall mean a natural or legal person that has registered their radiation practice or obtained a licence to carry out this radiation practice under the provisions of this Act.
Export shall mean every exit of radioactive substances or nuclear materials out of the customs territory of the EU in accordance with customs regulations.
Nuclear safety shall mean technical and organisational measures to ensure the safe operation of a nuclear facility, prevent emergencies or mitigate the consequences of emergencies, and facilitate the protection of exposed workers, the population and the environment against ionising radiation.
Nuclear materials shall mean ores, source materials or special fissile materials defined in Article 197 of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ C 84, 30.3.2010, p. 1).
Nuclear facility shall mean a facility for processing or enriching nuclear materials or producing nuclear fuel, a nuclear reactor in critical or subcritical assembly, a research reactor, a nuclear power plant, a facility for storing, processing, treating or disposing of nuclear fuel or high level radioactive waste, or a facility for storing, treating or disposing of low or intermediate level radioactive waste. A nuclear facility may consist of several nuclear installations if they are functionally linked in the same geographically confined area and are managed by the same person.
Nuclear goods shall mean nuclear materials, equipment and technology designed and manufactured for the production or use of nuclear materials.
Nuclear security shall mean measures covering the prevention and detection of and response to theft, sabotage, unauthorised access, unauthorised transfer or other malicious acts involving nuclear materials or radioactive substances and associated facilities or activities.
Clinical responsibility for a radiological procedure shall mean the responsibility of a doctor with regard to the justification and optimisation of patient's exposure to ionising radiation in a radiological procedure. In relation to this, the doctor shall be responsible for: providing the clinical assessment of the outcome of the procedure; working together with other specialists or healthcare personnel with regard to appropriate radiological practices; obtaining data on previous procedures; providing existing information or documents on radiological procedures to the referrers or other doctors; appropriately informing patients and other affected persons about the risks of procedures and ionising radiation.
Clinical audit shall mean a systematic review of performance and outcomes of radiological procedures with the aim of improving the quality and outcome of patient care. It shall be based on the comparison of procedures and outcomes thereof with the agreed standards of good radiological practice and shall lead to changes in procedures or harmonization with modern standards, where necessary and appropriate.
Controlled area shall mean an area on the outer edge of a protected area. A space within a facility or a facility under temporary physical and constant technical surveillance can also be controlled.
Security culture shall mean a sum of characteristics, attitudes and behaviours of individuals in organisations or institutions aimed at supporting, improving and ensuring sustainable approach to nuclear protection.
Less important radiation facility shall mean a facility where radiation sources are used that without adequately planned protection of the facility could cause exposure to ionising radiation of workers or other persons at the facility above the prescribed dose limits.
Dose limit shall mean the maximum value of the effective dose (where applicable, the committed effective dose) or the maximum value of the equivalent dose in a specified time interval that the dose received by an individual must not exceed.
Limit values of radioactive contamination shall mean the values of specific activity derived on the basis of models of annual intake of radionuclides into the human organism by ingestion or inhalation, on the basis of models of external exposure to ionising radiation and on the basis of conversion coefficients – i.e. dose factors. Limit values shall be determined for specific radionuclides or types of radionuclides on surfaces and in substances and for reference persons.
Environmental radioactivity monitoring shall mean the measurements of dose rates due to radioactive substances in the environment or the measurements of radionuclide concentrations in the environment.
Emergency plan of an organisation shall mean a document prepared by the operator of a nuclear or radiation facility in accordance with the regulations governing protection against natural and other disasters and in accordance with the provisions of this Act. It shall describe measures to be applied in planning an appropriate response in the event of emergency exposure. Such a response shall be based on anticipated events and scenarios.
Planned exposure shall mean exposure due to the planned use of a radiation source or a planned human activity that alters transmission pathways related to exposure. Planned exposure causes or may cause the exposure of people or the environment. It shall include anticipated and potential exposure.
Supervised area shall mean an area subject to special rules to ensure adequate ionising radiation protection or to prevent the spread of radioactive contamination, and access to which is controlled.
Referrer shall mean a doctor or dentist who refers a person to a radiological procedure.
Natural radiation source shall mean a source of ionising radiation of natural origin, either terrestrial or cosmic.
Emergency instructions, shall mean a document, prepared by the operator of a radiation practice for which an emergency plan is not required. It shall describe measures to be applied in planning an appropriate response in the event of emergency exposure. Such a response shall be based on anticipated events and scenarios.
Unintended exposure shall mean medical exposure that is significantly different from the intended exposure for the chosen purpose.
Areas with high radon levels shall mean areas where it can be expected that, due to the composition and geological structure of the ground, the annual average radon concentration indoors would exceed the reference level.
Material balance area shall mean an area within or outside a nuclear facility where at any time an inventory can be made of the nuclear materials transferred into or out of this area, including the quantities thereof.
Service life of a facility shall mean the period during which the facility is used for its intended purpose. With regard to repositories, this period starts with the first disposal of waste at the facility and ends with the closure of the repository.
Existing exposure shall mean an exposure that already exists when a decision on exposure control must be made. Existing exposure shall not require or shall no longer require urgent measures.
Quality control shall mean all operations (programming, coordinating and implementing) carried out to maintain or improve quality. It shall include monitoring, evaluating and maintaining at required levels all equipment performance characteristics that can be determined, measured and monitored.
Radiation protection assessment shall mean a document assessing the nature and magnitude of radiation risk and the exposure of workers and the population due to a radiation practice, and defining radiation protection measures and the method of optimising ionising radiation protection in situations and working conditions relevant to radiation protection.
Radiation protection officer shall mean a person who has the knowledge, qualifications and experience in radiation protection for certain types of radiation practices necessary to supervise or implement radiation protection measures.
Disposal of radioactive waste shall mean the deposition of radioactive waste in a repository or specific place without the intention of retrieval. A discharge of waste radioactive substances, which are subsequently diluted, into the environment approved by the competent authority shall also be deemed a disposal of radioactive waste.
Unsealed radiation source shall mean a source of radiation whose form and structure do not meet the radiation protection requirements applying to sealed radiation sources, so that radioactive substances can disperse into the environment.
Monitored area shall mean an area that is appropriately supervised to ensure radiation protection.
Authorised medical physics expert shall mean a natural person authorised by the competent authority who has the required educational qualifications, knowledge, competence and experience to optimise radiological procedures, measure and assess patients' exposure, ensure and verify the quality of radiological procedures, and provide advice on medical physics.
Authorised radiation protection expert shall mean a natural or legal person that has obtained an authorisation from the competent authority and has the required knowledge, qualifications, experience and equipment to advise on radiation protection measures, inspect working and radiation conditions in supervised and monitored areas, inspect radiation sources and personal protective equipment and provide training in radiation protection.
Authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert shall mean a legal person that was authorised by the competent authority, has the required knowledge and is qualified to assess nuclear and radiation safety.
Authorised dosimetry service provider shall mean a legal person that is authorised by the competent authority and has appropriate measuring methods and employs specialists qualified to assess personal doses, including calibrating, reading and interpreting readings from the instruments for measuring personal doses and for measuring radioactivity in the human body or biological samples.
Authorised occupational medicine providers shall mean doctors authorised to carry out health surveillance of exposed workers, trainees and students.
Member of the public shall mean an individual who may be exposed to ionising radiation as a member of the public.
Particle accelerator shall mean an equipment or device emitting ionising radiation with energy higher than 1 MeV as a result of particle acceleration.
Potential exposure shall mean an exposure that cannot be expected with certainty but might result from an event or a series of events, including equipment failures and operating errors.
Producer of radioactive waste or spent fuel shall mean a natural or legal person that in carrying out its activities, operating or providing services to others, continuously or occasionally causes the generation of radioactive waste or spent fuel, as well as any person that treats radioactive waste or spent fuel so that their properties and composition are changed.
Trainee shall mean a person who is training or learning to perform specialist tasks with a natural or legal person that carries out a radiation practice as part of its activity.
Processing shall mean the chemical or physical treatment of radioactive material, including the extraction, conversion, enrichment of fissile or fertile nuclear material and the reprocessing of spent fuel.
Consumer product shall mean a device or item into which one or more radionuclides have been deliberately incorporated or have been produced by activation, or a device or item emitting ionising radiation. Such an item is sold or made available to members of the public without special control of the competent authority during or after sale.
Expected exposure shall mean the exposure of people resulting from a radiation practice (including maintenance, control and decommissioning) in the usual, foreseen circumstances, including minor manageable incidents.
Notification of intention shall mean informing the competent authority of the intention to carry out a radiation practice.
Programme of radiological procedures shall mean the programme of planning, referring to, approving and performing radiological procedures.
Design bases of a facility shall define the required capacity of the facility to manage a certain range of conditions while complying with the prescribed requirements for radiation and nuclear safety. Design bases shall be a prerequisite to ensure that the consequences of expected operational or project events are prevented or, if prevention is not possible, mitigated.
Radioactive contamination shall mean the pollution of air, water, soil, materials, products, surfaces in living or working environments or persons by radionuclides and shall be expressed as a specific activity per unit of volume, mass or area. The radioactive contamination of the human body shall mean the external radioactive contamination of skin and the internal radioactive contamination of organs due to the intake of radioactive substances.
Radioactive material shall mean a material containing radioactive substances.
Radioactive waste shall mean radioactive materials in gaseous, liquid or solid form that are not expected or planned to be further used and are under the control of the competent authority in accordance with this Act.
Radioactive source shall mean a radiation source containing radioactive material in order to utilise its radioactivity.
Radioactive substance shall mean any substance containing one or more radionuclides whose activity or specific activity cannot be disregarded under radiation protection criteria.
Radiographer shall mean a healthcare professional with educational qualifications in radiological technology.
Radiological facility shall mean a facility in which radiological procedures are performed.
Radiological equipment shall mean devices and radiation sources used in radiological procedures.
Radiological procedure shall mean any procedure involving the exposure of patients or other persons to ionising radiation for medical purposes. The term radiological shall be used to denote radiodiagnostic, radiotherapeutic and interventional procedures or other use of ionizing radiation to plan, conduct and monitor treatment.
Radon shall mean the radionuclide Rn-222 and, where appropriate, its progeny.
Management of radioactive waste and spent fuel shall mean all the organisational and physical activities carried out in storing, transferring, processing and disposing of radioactive waste and spent fuel.
Exemption level shall mean the level of activity or specific activity determined by the competent authority or set out in regulations at or below which the notification of the radiation source or the licence for its use are not required under this Act.
Clearance level shall mean the level of activity at or below which radioactive substances or materials resulting from a radiation practice are no longer subject to this Act.
Decommissioning of a facility shall mean all the measures required for a facility to be cleared from control under the provisions of this Act. Such decommissioning shall include decontamination procedures and the removal of the facility or dismantling procedures and the removal of radioactive waste and spent fuel from the facility.
Extended design bases for a facility shall define the facility’s capacity to prevent unacceptable radiological consequences of accidents that are more serious than the events serving as the foundation for design bases or include more failures as provided for in the design bases. The extended design bases shall be prepared based on an engineering assessment and the deterministic and probability methods in order to determine additional scenarios of accidents and plan practical solutions for their prevention or mitigation of their consequences.
Reference person shall mean a person receiving a dose that is representative of the more exposed members of the public, excluding persons with extreme or rare habits.
Reference level shall mean the level of effective dose or equivalent dose or specific activity used in the event of an emergency or existing exposure. Reference levels shall not apply as limits that must not be exceeded. Nevertheless, effective and equivalent doses and specific activity above reference levels may only be permitted in special cases.
Registration shall mean a simplified procedure by which the competent authority permits a radiation practice to be carried out or a radiation source to be used in accordance with the prescribed conditions.
Remediation of a contaminated area shall mean removing radiation sources, reducing their activity or quantity, or closing exposure pathways or reducing their impact in order to avoid or reduce doses that might be received due to the existing exposure.
Radiation practice shall mean any human activity that can increase the exposure of individuals to ionising radiation due to a radiation source, while such exposure is considered a planned exposure. The implementation of protective measures and activities in which individuals are exposed to radon in habitable rooms shall not be deemed radiation practices.
Radiation safety shall mean measures aimed at achieving the safe use of radiation source or operation of a facility, preventing emergency situations or mitigating consequences of such situations and thereby contributing to the protection of the environment and protection against radiation.
Radiation facility shall mean:
a facility with one or more radiation sources used for irradiation with ionising radiation that are likely to cause an overexposure of members of the public;
a facility with one or more unsealed radiation sources that are likely to cause an overexposure of members of the public due to the releases of radioactive substances into the environment;
a facility intended for the extraction and processing of nuclear minerals; and
a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings produced in the extraction of nuclear minerals.
A radiation facility may consist of several radiation installations if they are functionally linked in the same geographically confined area and are managed by the same person.
Sievert (Sv) shall mean the name for the unit of equivalent or effective dose. One sievert is equal to one joule per kilogram: 1 Sv = 1 J/kg.
Management system shall mean a set of interrelated and intertwined factors that enable a smooth and efficient functioning of an organisation. These factors shall establish the policy and objectives and enable the objectives to be efficiently and effectively achieved. A management system shall integrate all the requirements regarding safety, health, environment, physical protection, quality and efficiency.
Collective dose shall mean the sum of doses received or potentially received by individuals of a particular group due to exposure to a radiation source. The unit for collective dose is the person-sievert.
Medical physics specialist shall mean a person holding a master’s degree in medical physics who has completed a specialisation programme and specialist exam in one of the medical physics areas.
Threat level shall mean the level of emergency with regard to the condition of the radiation or nuclear facility. Condition shall mean the operational capacity of systems, the level of exceedance of operating parameters etc. Any announcement of the threat level shall initiate the measures previously planned by the facility operator.
Health detriment to people shall mean the clinically determinable detrimental effects of ionising radiation posing health risks to people or their descendants and reducing life expectancy or the quality of life, which may occur immediately or with a delay. With regard to delayed effects, the detriment shall be expressed as the probability and not as the level of certainty of their occurrence.
Student shall mean a person who does not perform work but is exposed to ionizing radiation during an educational process in an educational institution or other radiation practice operator.
Thoron shall mean the radionuclide Rn-220 and, where appropriate, its progeny.
Transit shall mean any movement of radioactive substances or nuclear materials through the territory of the Republic of Slovenia.
Operator shall mean a person that operates a facility and has been issued a decision on the commissioning of the facility or an operating licence for the facility. In the case of mining works, the operator must also have a mining right under the regulations governing mining.
Import shall mean any entry from third countries into the customs territory of the EU, except transit.
Safety analysis shall mean an analysis of the safety of a nuclear or radiation facility conducted on the basis of deterministic or probabilistic methods. The purpose of a safety analysis shall be to examine the project designs for a nuclear or radiation facility and any modifications of a nuclear or radiation facility with regard to nuclear and radiation safety and establish whether the nuclear or radiation facility has been designed so as to ensure the meeting of requirements concerning dose limits for exposure to ionising radiation and limits for the discharge of waste radioactive substances into the environment with regard to any condition of the nuclear or radiation facility.
Safety culture shall mean the characteristics of and behaviours in an organisation or of individuals who devote the most attention to security and safety and give them priority according to their relevance. In the radiation or nuclear field, safety culture refers to the personal commitment and responsibility of everyone involved in any activity that affects the functioning and safety of a radiation or nuclear facility. Key for safety culture are an open exchange of information, including the unlimited discussion of safety and related issues, the prevention of self-sufficiency, dedication to perfection, personal and shared responsibility, and the increase in the radiation or nuclear safety level.
Security concern shall mean a finding of security vetting that raises doubts about the reliability and loyalty of the person who is to be granted an authorisation to enter a controlled facility or space, a physically controlled or vital area or a physically controlled or vital space, or is to perform work in the transport of nuclear materials.
Security vetting of a person shall mean an inquiry carried out by an employer, transport organiser or carrier prior to issuing an authorisation to enter a controlled facility or space, a physically controlled or vital area or a physically controlled or vital space or before the commencement of the transport of nuclear materials with the aim of collecting information on potential security concerns.
Protected area may cover a controlled area, a controlled facility, a controlled space, a physically controlled area, a physically controlled facility, a vital area and a vital facility.
Radiation protection shall mean measures ensuring the protection of people against the effects of exposure to ionising radiation.
Spacecraft shall mean a craft that has one or more persons on board and is designed to operate at an altitude higher than 100 km above sea level.
Radiation source shall mean a source that may cause exposure by emitting ionising radiation or by releasing radioactive materials.
Orphan source shall mean a radioactive radiation source that is neither exempt from control nor under the control of a competent authority because it has never been under such control or because it was abandoned, lost, misplaced, stolen or otherwise transferred to a new holder without a proper authorisation.
High-activity radiation source shall mean a sealed radiation source containing a radionuclide whose activity is equal to or greater than the activity prescribed in the regulation referred to in paragraph four of Article 21 of this Act.
Vital area and vital facility shall be within a physically controlled area under constant physical and technical control.
Quality assurance shall mean all planned and systematically performed activities ensuring the acceptable level of confidence that the composition, system, component, procedure or organisation of ionising radiation protection or nuclear safety measures, or any constituent part thereof, are satisfactory and in accordance with the agreed standards. Quality assurance shall be one of the elements of the management system and must also include quality control procedures.
Sealed radiation source shall mean a radioactive radiation source in which the radioactive material is permanently sealed in a vessel or incorporated in a solid form to prevent any dispersion of radioactive substances under the anticipated conditions of use.
Closure of a repository shall mean the completion of all measures necessary to ensure the long-term safety of the repository.
Closed repository shall mean a closed repository for radioactive waste or mining or hydrometallurgical tailings for which long-term monitoring and maintenance must be provided under this Act.
Protective measures shall mean the measures taken to prevent or reduce doses that would otherwise occur in the event of emergency or existing exposure. During an emergency, the term protective measure shall have the same meaning as in the Act governing the protection against natural and other disasters. Protective measures shall not include the remediation of contaminated areas.
Outside worker shall mean any exposed worker who carries out activities in monitored or supervised areas but is not employed by the radiation practice operator responsible for these areas. An outside worker may also be a trainee or a student.
Outside undertaking shall mean a natural or legal person that has obligations towards an outside worker under this Act. An outside undertaking may also be the employer of an outside worker or, in the case of students, an educational institution. Self-employed outside workers must comply with the requirements of this Act applying to outside undertakings.
Article 4
(Principles of the Act)
(1) In adopting regulations, issuing approvals and licences and deciding on other administrative matters, and in carrying out supervisory and other duties within the powers conferred, all possible appropriate and reasonable measures shall be taken to prevent health detriment to people and radioactive contamination of the living environment (the principle of integrity).
(2) A decision to introduce a radiation practice shall be justified if the benefit of this radiation practice for an individual or the society is greater than the detriment to health that would result from it. A decision to introduce or alter an exposure pathway for existing or emergency exposure shall be justified if it brings more benefits than harm (the principle of justification).
(3) The radiation protection of individuals in public or occupational exposure shall be optimised so that personal doses, the probability of exposure and the number of exposed people are as low as is reasonably achievable, taking into account the current state of technical knowledge and economic and societal factors. In protecting individuals in medical exposure the magnitude of doses of individuals shall be optimised, which must be consistent with the medical purpose of the exposure. This principle shall apply not only to effective doses but also, where appropriate, to equivalent doses, as a precautionary measure to allow for any uncertainties regarding health detriment below the threshold above which effects on tissue are known (the principle of radiation protection optimisation). The principle of radiation protection optimisation shall also apply to the planning of protective measures by comparing the exposure when the protective measure is implemented with the benefits of this measure, i.e. reducing the damage caused by an emergency.
(4) In planned exposure, the sum of all doses received by an individual shall be lower or equal to the dose limit prescribed for workers or the public. Dose limits shall not apply to medical exposures (the principle of dose limitation).
(5) Radiation and nuclear facilities shall be designed, sited, built, tested, operated and decommissioned so as to prevent accidents and, if accidents nevertheless occur, to mitigate their consequences by preventing the early discharges of radioactivity that would require quick protective measures in the surrounding areas and the large discharges of radioactivity that would affect wider areas and last for a long time (the principle of accident prevention).
(6) Nuclear goods shall be used in such a way as to fulfil the obligations under the international agreements on the prevention of proliferation of nuclear weapons and to prevent unauthorised possession of nuclear goods, including spent fuel (the principle of peaceful use).
(7) Radiation practice operators, including the operators of radiation or nuclear facilities, shall be responsible for radiation protection and radiation safety, and the operators of nuclear facilities also for nuclear safety. This responsibility may not be transferred to another person. Radiation practice operators shall also be responsible for all activities of contractors and sub-contractors whose activities could affect nuclear or radiation safety (the principle of primary responsibility).
(8) Radiation practice operators shall cover the costs of radiation protection measures under this Act, the preparedness for emergency situations and protective measures, as well as the costs of remedying the consequences of emergencies (polluter pays principle).
(9) The operators of radiation and nuclear facilities must be ready to implement protective measures in the event of an emergency (the principle of preparedness).
(10) If the remediation of the consequences of an emergency and the costs of remediation cannot be attributed to specific or identifiable responsible entities or the responsible entities are disputed, or if the consequences cannot be otherwise remedied, the resources for remedying the consequences of an emergency shall be provided by the state (the principle of subsidiary action).
(11) Data on radioactivity in the environment, the exposure of members of the public and the procedures and activities of state authorities, providers of obligatory state services of general economic interest and bearers of powers relating to radiation protection and nuclear safety shall be public (the principle of publicity).
(12) In considering nuclear and radiation safety, notifications, issuing of licences, inspections and other administrative matters shall be considered according to their relevance to safety and possible exposure due to a radiation practice by giving more relevant issues more attention than less relevant ones (the principle of graded approach).
(13) The operators of radiation or nuclear facilities and radiation practice operators shall continuously seek and introduce opportunities to improve radiation or nuclear safety (the principle of continuous improvement).
Article 5
(International cooperation)
(1) The competent authorities referred to in paragraph two of Article 1 of this Act shall be the contact points for communication with the European Commission and similar authorities in other Member States, each within their fields of competence.
(2) In order to fulfil the obligations of the Republic of Slovenia under international treaties concerning the peaceful use of nuclear energy and to promote cooperation, the competent authorities referred to in the preceding paragraph may, in accordance with the Act governing foreign affairs, enter into arrangements for exchanging information with the neighbouring countries, other interested countries and international organizations operating in this field.
(3) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall ensure the implementation of international missions to fulfil the obligations of the Republic of Slovenia under international treaties concerning the peaceful use of nuclear energy. If the scope of the mission is to inspect a nuclear or radiation facility, the operator of the facility shall facilitate such inspection.
(4) In accordance with Directive 2009/71/Euratom, Directive 2014/87/Euratom and Directive 2011/70/Euratom, the competent authorities referred to in the preceding paragraph shall conduct a self-assessment at least every ten years, which shall include the compliance of their organization and domestic legislation with internationally established standards in the field covered by this Act and the regulations issued thereunder and other regulations concerning the peaceful use of nuclear energy.
(5) Based on such self-assessment, the Government of the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter: Government) shall facilitate an international expert review of the relevant parts of radiation protection and nuclear safety, radioactive waste and spent fuel management and other areas related to the peaceful use of nuclear energy and an international expert review of the authorities referred to in paragraph one of this Article, in order to enable and ensure a permanent and continuous improvement of nuclear safety.
(6) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall:
in agreement with other EU Member States, ensure that an assessment of certain important issues related to the nuclear safety of nuclear facilities in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia is carried out at least every six years;
allow EU Member States and the European Commission as the observer to conduct the international expert review of the assessment referred to in the preceding indent;
ensure the implementation of appropriate further measures arising from the findings of the international expert review referred to in the preceding indent.
(7) A nuclear facility operator:
conduct the assessment of nuclear safety referred to in indent one of the preceding paragraph for its facility and obtain the opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on the assessment;
report to the authority responsible for nuclear safety on the results of the assessment;
implement the measures prescribed by the authority responsible for nuclear safety and based on the findings of the international expert review referred to in indent two of the preceding paragraph.
(8) In the event of an accident requiring the implementation of protective measures outside the area of the nuclear facility or protective measures for the population, the Government shall ensure that an international expert review can be carried out immediately.
(9) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall ensure that the reports and the most important results of every expert review referred to in this Article are communicated to other EU Member States and the European Commission.
Article 6
(Expert councils)
(1) The minister responsible for health and the minister responsible for the environment shall appoint the following two expert councils to provide expert support to the ministry responsible for the environment and the ministry responsible for health, as well as to authorities and inspectors as determined by this Act:
an expert council for the issues of radiation and nuclear safety, the protection of nuclear materials, radioactivity in the environment, the radiation protection of the environment, safeguards measures, the remediation of the consequences of emergencies, and the use of radiation sources other than those used in human and veterinary medicine;
an expert council for the issues of radiation protection of people, radiological procedures, and the use of radiation sources in human and veterinary medicine.
(2) Each of the two expert councils from the preceding paragraph shall consist of five members who are experts in particular fields referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(3) The initial term of office shall be two years for two members of the expert council and four years for three members: subsequently, the mandate of the members of the expert council shall expire every six years in turn.
Article 7
(Duties of the expert councils)
(1) The expert councils referred to in the preceding Article shall have the following duties:
giving opinions and proposals related to the drafting of regulations under this Act and guidelines under Article 104 of this Act;
giving opinions on the proposal for the annual report on radiation protection and nuclear safety referred to in Article 168 of this Act;
giving opinions on the annual work programme of the administrative authorities and inspectors responsible for the issues governed by this Act;
giving opinions and proposals on other issues relating to the fields falling under their responsibility at a request by authorities responsible for administrative and supervision decision-making under this Act.
(2) The expert councils shall prepare annual reports on their work and send them to the authority responsible for nuclear safety and the authority responsible for radiation protection by 28 February of the current year for the past year.
(3) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall include the reports referred to in the preceding paragraph in the report referred to in Article 168 of this Act.
(4) Funds to cover material costs and expert administrative services for the expert councils shall be provided by the authority responsible for nuclear safety and the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe the method of operation of the expert councils, the frequency of their meetings, the deadlines for preparing opinions and other matters which are important for the functioning of the expert councils, including the method of ensuring the independence of their members.
Article 8
(Public nature of information)
(1) The information on the eligibility, performance and types of radiation practices, the use of radiation sources, radiation protection measures, the information related to the nuclear and radiation safety of nuclear and radiation facilities, the information on the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste, and the information on the results of radioactivity monitoring shall be public and available to radiation practice operators, workers, patients and other persons who are irradiated for medical purposes and to the general public, unless otherwise provided by this Act to ensure the safeguarding of nuclear materials, the physical protection and the protection of radiation sources or by the Act governing access to public information.
(2) The information related to nuclear and radiation safety of facilities referred to in the preceding paragraph shall include the information about the conditions during the usual operation of the facility and prompt information on any emergencies in the facility. The information shall be available to workers at the facility and to the general public, in particular to local communities, residents and other stakeholders in the vicinity of the nuclear or radiation facility.
(3) The information referred to paragraphs one and two of this Article shall be provided by competent authorities referred to in paragraph two of Article 1 of this Act, each within their field of competence, and the information referred to in the preceding paragraph shall also be provided by the operator of a nuclear or radiation facility.
(4) The provisions of the Act governing access to public information shall apply to accessing information referred in this Article. The provisions of Articles 134 and 135 of this Act shall apply to providing information to the public in the event of an emergency.
Article 9
(Protection and keeping on file of documents)
(1) Radiation practice operators shall keep on file documents and keep records on their radiation practices.
(2) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall, in accordance with its management system, protect, keep on file and provided access to the documents on the nuclear or radiation facility relevant to nuclear and radiation safety.
(3) A radiation or nuclear facility operator that has closed a repository for radioactive waste or mining or hydrometallurgical tailings for which long-term monitoring and maintenance must be provided under this Act shall, on the day the decision referred to in paragraph one of Article 123 of this Act becomes final, deliver the documents relevant to providing long-term monitoring and maintenance under this Act to the provider of the obligatory state service of general economic interest (hereinafter: SGEI) of radioactive waste management.
(4) Details as to the type and scope of documents, and the method and duration of keeping on file the documents referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be determined by the minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health, while those referred to in paragraphs two and three of this Article shall be specified by the minister responsible for the environment.
Article 10
(Performance of radiation practices or the use of radiation sources without a licence or registration)
(1) It shall be prohibited to carry out a radiation practice or use a radiation source without a licence or registration under this Act.
(2) It shall be prohibited to manage a radiation source, radioactive waste or spent fuel contrary to the provisions of this Act or regulations issued on the basis thereof, or to omit any prescribed management operations.
(3) The management of a nuclear or radiation facility or the use of a radiation source without an appropriate licence or registration under this Act shall not release the natural or legal person from its primary responsibility for radiation protection and nuclear and radiation safety and from the obligation to implement all prescribed measures for radiation protection and nuclear and radiation safety.
(4) If it is established that a radiation practice has been carried out or a radiation source has been used without a licence or registration, or that the prescribed operations for managing radiation sources, radioactive waste or spent fuel were not carried out or were omitted, the competent authorities under this Act must take all the necessary measures to immediately stop the infringement of the provisions of this Act and prevent the possibility of uncontrolled exposure.
Article 11
(Strike)
(1) Workers who perform the duties of managing the technological process in a nuclear or radiological facility or supervise this management and whose duties are prescribed in detail in a regulation issued pursuant to Article 92 of this Act shall have a limited right to strike.
(2) The limits on strike referred to the preceding paragraph shall also bind workers who carry out the transport of nuclear materials, physical protection of nuclear materials and radioactive substances or nuclear or radiation facilities and whose duties are prescribed in detail in a regulation issued pursuant to Article 146 of this Act.
(3) During a strike, the workers referred to in paragraphs one and two of this Article must ensure a smooth and safe operation or condition of a radiation or nuclear facility or smooth and safe transport of nuclear materials in accordance with the provisions of this Act and regulations issued on the basis thereof, and with nuclear and radiation safety standards and recommendations.
Article 12
(Special working conditions)
(1) For employment relationships and salaries of public employees of the authority responsible for nuclear safety, the authority responsible for radiation protection and the inspectorate responsible for internal affairs, regulations governing the employment relationships and salaries of public employees shall apply, unless otherwise provided by this Act.
(2) In order to continuously ensure nuclear safety and radiation protection in the country, public employees may be assigned on-call duty at home.
(3) Public employees, who are appointed by the head and are on call at home, shall carry with them technical devices enabling them to be informed of threats or events referred to in paragraph five of this Article. Carrying technical devices during on-call duty at home shall be mandatory.
(4) On-call duty at home shall not be included in weekly or monthly workload obligation calculations. If a public employee has to work during the period of on-call duty, these hours shall be included in the employee's weekly or monthly workload obligation or shall count as overtime.
(5) In addition to the cases set out in general regulations, overtime work may also be ordered due to:
an imminent threat of an emergency under this Act;
an emergency under this Act;
a nuclear or radiological accident in other countries;
exercises for events referred to in the preceding indents of this paragraph.
(6) Work referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be ordered in writing. If due to the urgency of the tasks this is not possible, it shall be ordered orally. In this case, a written confirmation shall be served on the public employee by the end of the week following the week in which the work was ordered.
(7) A public employee shall, based on the decision of the head, continue with work if a danger or an event referred to in paragraph five of this Article occurred during regular working hours and the implementation of protective and other measures is not completed by the end of working hours while applying time limits established by general regulations.
(8) The hours of such work shall count as overtime. Public employees shall have the right to compensation for overtime work and on-call duty at home.
(9) The provisions of this Article shall apply mutatis mutandis to the employees of the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management if they are subject to regulations governing employment relationships and salaries of public employees.
Article 13
(Responsibility for duties related to the pursuit of regulated professions for the nationals of contracting parties)
(1) Foreign natural persons from EU Member States, European Economic Area countries and the Swiss Confederation or from the countries, with which a relevant international agreement has been concluded, shall be allowed to pursue regulated professions referred to in Articles 42, 78 and 79 of this Act in the Republic of Slovenia under the same conditions as prescribed by this Act for persons in the Republic of Slovenia, unless otherwise provided by this Act.
(2) The duties of the competent authority under the Act governing the procedure for the recognition of professional qualifications of the citizens of EU Member States, European Economic Area countries and the Swiss Confederation for practicing regulated professions or professional activities in the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter: Professional Qualifications Recognition Act) are carried out by the competent authority referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of this Act.
(3) In performing the duties referred to in the preceding paragraph, the competent authority referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of this Act shall have all the rights and obligations laid down for the competent authority by the Professional Qualifications Recognition Act. Unless otherwise provided by this Act, the provisions of the Professional Qualifications Recognition Act shall apply to the performance of these duties.
Article 14
(Permanent pursuit of regulated professions for nationals of contracting parties)
(1) The nationals of contracting parties who want to permanently pursue a regulated profession under this Act shall obtain from the competent authority referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of this Act a decision on recognition of professional qualifications.
(2) An application for the recognition of professional qualifications shall be filed in accordance with the Act governing the recognition of professional qualifications. In addition to evidence required for the registration as laid down by the Act governing the recognition of professional qualifications, the application for recognition of professional qualifications under this Act shall also include the evidence of compliance with conditions comparable to those referred to in Articles 43 and 78 of this Act.
(3) There shall be no appeal against the decision on the recognition of professional qualifications issued by the authority referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of this Act; however, an administrative dispute may be initiated.
Article 15
(Occasional pursuit of regulated professions for nationals of contracting parties)
(1) The nationals of contracting parties who want to occasionally pursue a regulated profession under this Act shall submit to the competent authority referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of this Act a written notification. In addition to evidence required for notification as laid down by the Act governing the recognition of professional qualifications, a notification for the occasional pursuit of regulated professions under this Act shall include evidence of compliance with conditions comparable to those referred to in Articles 43 and 78 of this Act.
(2) In the case of regulated professions, the competent authority referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of this Act shall verify the professional qualifications of a service provider prior their first provision of service in accordance with the provisions of the Act governing the recognition of professional qualifications.
(3) In proceedings concerning the occasional pursuit of regulated professions, the provision on legal presumption of the Act governing the recognition of professional qualifications providing that an individual may perform a regulated profession in the Republic of Slovenia on the grounds of administrative silence shall not apply.
(4) An individual who performs services for more than one year shall extend their notification once per calendar year with the competent authority referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of this Act and notify any changes in their information.
2. PERFORMANCE OF RADIATION PRACTICES
2.1 Notification of intention to carry out a radiation practice or to use a radiation source
Article 16
(Notification of intention)
(1) A natural or legal person shall notify their intention (hereinafter: notification of intention) if they intend to:
1. manufacture, produce, process, dispose of, use, store, hold, transport, transfer to or from EU Member States, import or export radioactive substances, or manage radioactive substances in any other way;
manufacture or use electrical equipment emitting radiation and containing components operating at voltage greater than 5 kV;
carry out activities involving natural radiation sources, which can lead to a significant increase in the exposure of workers or members of the public, in particular:
operating aircraft and spacecraft, taking into account the exposure of crews;
processing materials containing naturally occurring radionuclides.
(2) A person referred to in paragraph one of this Article may commence the radiation practice after receiving from the competent authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act a registration extract or radiation practice licence.
(3) A practice that already exists shall be notified as radiation practice immediately after all the conditions for its notification referred to in paragraph one of this Article are met.
(4) The intention to carry out a practice that in the systematic monitoring of living and working environments referred to in Articles 62 and 65 of this Act was identified as a practice that must be controlled under this Act shall also be notified.
(5) The intention shall be notified to the competent authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act.
(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph one of this Article, the intention need not be notified if the person intending to carry out a radiation practice submits an application to register the radiation practice under Article 19 of this Act or an application for radiation practice licence under Article 20 of this Act.
(7) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs one to four of this Article, the intention need not be notified for:
1. the use of devices containing type-approved sealed radiation sources whose dose rate at 10 cm from any accessible surface does not exceed 1 µSv/h during normal operation and for which the requirements for processing or disposal after use are met;
an electrical device:
that is a cathode ray tube intended for the display of images or other electrical device that operates at a voltage not exceeding 30 kV or is type-approved, and
whose dose rate at 10 cm from any accessible surface of the device does not exceed 1 μSv/h during normal operation;
a practice involving radioactively contaminated materials during which permitted discharges of waste radioactive substances into the environment are made or the substances are cleared from regulatory control;
the use of radioactive substances or materials containing radioactive substances below the exemption level;
the use of radioactive substances or materials containing radioactive substances that have been cleared from regulatory control.
(8) The Government shall determine in detail the radiation sources and radiation practices referred to in the preceding paragraph for which the intention referred to in paragraph one of this Article does not need to be notified and the related small quantities of radioactive substances or low specific activity that do not exceed the exemption levels, the conditions to be met by cathode-ray tubes referred to in point 2 of paragraph seven of this Article, and the method of managing exempted radiation sources.
(9) In determining sources and radiation practices referred to in the preceding paragraph, the activity level of the radiation source, the characteristics of the radiation source regarding radiation protection, the probability of uncontrolled exposure during the performance of radiation practice and the requirements and conditions regarding control in order to ensure radiation protection or the protection of the radiation source shall be taken into account.
(10) The Government shall also determine detailed criteria for clearance based on which the competent authority referred to in paragraph five of this Article decides that radioactive substances are no longer subject to this Act.
(11) It shall be considered that the exemption levels referred to in paragraph eight of this Article and the criteria for clearance referred to in the preceding paragraph satisfy all the following conditions:
1. the risk to individuals due to radiation exposure is so low that there is no need for control by the competent authority;
the activity is recognised as justified; and
the practice is inherently safe.
(12) The competent authority may, upon application of a party or ex officio, also determine the exemption levels for radionuclides not included in the regulation referred to in paragraph eight of this Article, by selecting the exemption levels of the radionuclides listed in the regulation referred to in paragraph eight of this Article that are most similar in the level of radio-toxicity to the radionuclides concerned and taking into account the conditions referred to in the preceding paragraph. The competent authority shall publish such exempted radioactive substances on its website.
(13) The competent authority may also decide that a registration or licence is not necessary for a radiation practice or radiation source even when exemption levels referred to in paragraph eight of this Article are exceeded if all the conditions referred to in paragraph eleven of this Article are met. In such a case, the competent authority may require the applicant to enclose the expert opinion of an authorised radiation protection expert demonstrating the meeting of these conditions.
(14) Devices referred to in points 1 and 2 of paragraph seven of this Article shall be type-approved by the competent authority referred to in paragraph five of this Article.
(15) Type-approved devices referred to in points 1 and 2 of paragraph seven of this Article may be used in the Republic of Slovenia if they are type-approved in an EU Member State or if the authority referred to in paragraph five of this Article had issued a certificate of recognition of such foreign type approval.
(16) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall determine technical requirements for the type approval of devices containing sealed radiation sources and for electrical devices, conditions for their use and the method of recognising foreign type approvals.
Article 17
(Content of the notification of intention)
(1) A notification of intention shall contain at least the following information:
the name and registered office of the company, institution or other organisation or sole trader intending to carry out a radiation practice;
the name of the person representing the radiation practice operator;
information on the radiation practice and the radiation source used, including the location;
information on commencement and the duration of radiation practice performance, or the time of entry from an EU Member State, import, purchase, sale, exit from an EU Member State, export, clearance, removal or decommissioning of the radiation source.
(2) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the content of a notification of intention.
(3) The following shall also be considered as a notification of intention:
an application for a licence or approval for the entry from and exit to EU Member States, import, export and transit of nuclear materials, radioactive waste or spent fuel and for the transit of radiation sources with significant activity;
an application for a licence to import and export radioactive substances;
an application for the use of a radiation source, if the radiation source in question is the same, as regards the purpose of its use and the characteristics of the radiation, as the radiation source for which the liable person has already obtained a licence for use;
an application for a license to remove a radioactive substance from regulatory control.
(4) The competent authority that receives the notification of intention, unless it is an application referred to the preceding paragraph, shall inform the notifying person of any further obligations to be fulfilled regarding the intention; if all the conditions are met, it issues an extract from the registry of radiation practices in accordance with Article 18 of this Act.
2.2 Performance of a radiation practice
Article 18
(Radiation practice registration or licence)
(1) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall issue a radiation practice licence for the following:
1. managing and decommissioning a radiation or nuclear facility;
deliberately adding radioactive substances in the production and manufacture of consumer products and for the import of such products in accordance with Article 33 of this Act;
using radiation sources, X-ray devices and particle accelerators, except electron microscopes, unless it is in human and veterinary medicine;
disposing of, processing or reusing radioactive substances or materials containing radioactive substances and originating from the use of radiation sources or from radiation practices under this Act, for which the authority responsible for nuclear safety had not decided to no longer treat them in accordance with this Act;
carrying out activities that cause significant gas or liquid discharges of radioactive substances into the environment;
mixing radioactive and non-radioactive substances for their re-use or processing;
conducting the technical inspections of radiation sources used in radiation practices, unless they are used in human and veterinary medicine;
transporting nuclear materials;
transporting radioactive substances, unless it is for the use in human and veterinary medicine;
maintaining, producing or calibrating radiation sources or working on them in other similar ways, if this is not included in the activities referred to in the preceding indents of this paragraph.
(2) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall issue a radiation practice licence for the following:
1. deliberately adding radioactive substances in the production of medicinal products and the import or export of such medicinal products;
deliberately administering radioactive substances to people for medical purposes;
deliberately administering radioactive substances to animals for veterinary examination, treatment or research, if this affects exposure;
using X-ray devices, radiation sources and particle accelerators, except electron microscopes, in human and veterinary medicine;
conducting the technical inspections of radiation sources used in radiation practices in human and veterinary medicine;
carrying out activities in human and veterinary medicine that cause significant gas or liquid discharges of radioactive substances into the environment;
transporting radioactive substances in human or veterinary medicine;
maintaining or calibrating radiation sources or working on them in other similar ways, if this is not included in the activities referred to in the preceding indents of this paragraph;
operating aircraft and spacecraft, taking into account the exposure of crews.
(3) The authorities referred to in the preceding two paragraphs shall also issue a licence to remove a radioactive substance from regulatory control.
(4) The Government shall determine the type and scope of activities for which it is not necessary to obtain a radiation practice licence and only registration is required, and detailed criteria and conditions referred to in paragraphs one and two of this Article for the classification of radiation practices in those for which only registration is required or those for which a radiation practice licence is required.
(5) In determining the criteria and conditions referred to in the preceding paragraph, the probability of uncontrolled exposure to radiation, the magnitude of expected and potential dose loads, the complexity of the radiation practice, the frequency of performing a particular type of radiation practice and the detailed scope of prescribed limits shall be taken into account.
(6) If the performance of a radiation practice requires the operation or decommissioning of a radiation or nuclear facility, the approval referred to in Article 108 of this Act or the licence referred to in Article 109 of this Act shall be considered as radiation practice licence, unless the facility is a radiation facility using radiation sources to carry out a radiation practice in human and veterinary medicine.
(7) A radiation practice operator that is a foreign legal person may perform the practice in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia, if it has obtained a radiation practice licence under this Act, or if it has obtained a licence to carry out the radiation practice or registered such practice in its own country or in an EU Member State under the conditions and procedures that are equivalent to conditions and procedures for obtaining a radiation practice licence or registering a radiation practice under this Act.
(8) A decision confirming compliance with the conditions referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be issued to a radiation practice operator by the authority responsible for nuclear safety and to a radiation practice operator in human and veterinary medicine by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
Article 19
(Application to register a radiation practice)
(1) An application to register a radiation practice shall be accompanied by information on the radiation practice showing that the conditions for its registration are met and that it is not necessary to issue a radiation practice licence.
(2) If all the conditions are met, the competent authority shall issue the applicant an extract from the register of radiation practices. If the conditions are not met, the authority shall refuse the registration of the radiation practice and issue a decision thereon.
(3) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the content of an application to register a radiation practice and the scope and content of the documentation referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
Article 20
(Application for a radiation practice licence)
(1) An application for a radiation practice licence shall be accompanied by information on the radiation practice and the radiation sources used in the practice, as well as other information and documents demonstrating safe performance of the radiation practice.
(2) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the content of an application for a radiation practice licence and the scope and content of the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraph.
2.3 Use of radiation sources
Article 21
(Entry in the register and a licence to use a radiation source)
(1) A radiation source may only be used by a person who has a licence or extract from the register of radiation practices referred to in Article 18 of this Act and a valid licence to use this radiation source, or this source is registered in the register of radiation sources (hereinafter: radiation source user).
(2) A radiation source shall be entered in the register of radiation sources or a licence for its use shall be issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, unless it is a radiation source used in human and veterinary medicine, in which case it shall be registered or a licence for its use issued by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph one of this Article, it shall not be necessary to have a registered radiation practice or a radiation practice licence to use fire alarms containing radiation sources.
(4) The Government shall determine the types of radiation sources for which only registration in the register of radiation sources is required and those for which a use licence must be obtained prior to use, and the criteria for determining high-activity radiation sources.
(5) In determining the sources referred to in the preceding paragraph, the activity level of the radiation source, the characteristics of the radiation source regarding radiation protection, the probability of uncontrolled exposure and the requirements and conditions regarding control in order to ensure radiation protection or the protection of the radiation source shall be taken into account.
(6) A radiation practice operator shall immediately inform the authority that registered a source referred to in paragraph one of this Article or issued the licence for its use of any disposal or transfer of ownership of this source.
(7) With regard to a radiation source in a radiation or nuclear facility, the approval referred to in Article 108 of this Act or the licence referred to in Article 109 of this Act shall be considered as a licence to use the radiation source or the registration of the radiation source, unless the facility is a radiation facility carrying out radiation practices in human and veterinary medicine.
Article 22
(Application for entry in the register of radiation sources)
(1) An application for entry in the register of radiation sources shall be accompanied by information on the radiation source, the evidence of the faultlessness of the source and other documentation demonstrating the safe use of the radiation source, as determined by the regulation referred to in paragraph one of Article 30 of this Act.
(2) If the radiation source is used in a radiation practice referred to in Article 18, the condition for its entry in the register of radiation sources is that the applicant referred to in the preceding paragraph is also registered for carrying out a radiation practice or holds a licence to carry out a radiation practice in which the radiation source to be registered is going to be used.
(3) If the competent authority referred to in paragraphs one and two of Article 18 of this Act establishes from the submitted documentation referred to in paragraph one of this Article that all conditions for the intended use of the radiation source have been met, it shall issue to the applicant an extract from the register of radiation sources.
(4) If the competent authority refuses the entry in the register of radiation sources, it shall issue a decision thereon.
Article 23
(Application for a licence to use a radiation source)
(1) An application for a licence to use a radiation source shall be accompanied by information about the radiation source, the evidence of the faultlessness of the source and other documentation demonstrating the safe use of the radiation source, as determined by the regulation referred to in paragraph one of Article 30 of this Act.
(2) The licence referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be issued by the competent authority referred to in paragraphs one and two of Article 18 of this Act if it establishes, based on the submitted documentation, that all the conditions for the intended use of the radiation source are met.
(3) For radiation sources in human and veterinary medicine, the authority responsible for radiation protection may issue a provisional use licence, which includes a licence to perform a radiation practice with the radiation source concerned, for a transitional period of no more than 12 months until the radiation protection assessment and the programme of radiological procedures are obtained. The user shall enclose all documentation required to obtain a radiation practice license and a license to use a radiation source, except the radiation protection assessment and the programme of radiological procedures.
Article 24
(Clearance of a radioactive substance)
(1) A licence to remove a radioactive substance from regulatory control shall be issued by the competent authority referred to in paragraph three of Article 18 of this Act if it establishes, based on the submitted documentation, that all the criteria for the intended clearance, laid down by the regulation referred to in paragraph ten of Article 16 of this Act, are met.
(2) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the content of the application for a licence to remove a radioactive substance from regulatory control and the scope and content of the documentation described in the preceding paragraph.
Article 25
(Prohibitions)
(1) It shall be prohibited to deliberately dilute radioactive substances in order to meet the conditions for their clearance.
(2) The prohibition referred to in the preceding paragraph shall not apply to practices where the substances are mixed but not because of their radioactivity.
(3) It shall be prohibited to use sealed radiation sources or their containers or carriers that are mechanically damaged or suspected to be leaking or otherwise broken.
(4) It shall be prohibited to use fire alarms containing radiation sources with gaseous progeny.
(5) It shall be prohibited to use radioactive lightning conductors.
(6) It shall be prohibited to use a radiation source that does not comply with the conditions of radiation practice licence or the licence for its use or with the technical documentation of the radiation source manufacturer.
Article 26
(Searches for orphan sources)
(1) The authority responsible for nuclear safety, in cooperation with other national authorities, ministries and organisations, shall periodically organise activities to search for orphaned sources or sources from past practices.
(2) The activities referred to in the preceding paragraph shall include targeted inspections, financial incentives to search for such sources, public awareness campaigns about such sources, the examinations of archive records of administrative authorities and radiation practice operators, research institutions, universities and hospitals, and other similar activities; the examination of archive records can also include records containing personal data.
(3) The examination of the records referred to in the preceding paragraph containing personal data may be carried out by the employees of the authorities referred to in paragraph one of this Article; any further use of personal data made know to them shall not be permitted.
(4) Operators of large postal centres, airports and ports through which goods that could be radioactively contaminated or contain orphaned sources are imported and waste facilities and processing facilities for metal scrap shall install a system for detecting increased radioactive contamination or increased ionising radiation and introduce response procedures for such events.
(5) If an orphaned source is found, the person referred to in the preceding paragraph shall inform the authority responsible for nuclear safety thereof and implement the ordered radiation protection measures.
(6) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall regularly inform persons carrying out activities in which it is very likely that orphaned sources will be encountered (waste centres and processing facilities for all kinds of waste, waste management companies, transport centres, etc.) about the probability of finding such sources, their potential danger and necessary measures for protection against them.
(7) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall assist the persons carrying out activities referred to in the preceding paragraph in ensuring that their workers who could come across an orphaned source are:
trained in how to visually identify such sources and their containers;
informed of basic facts about ionising radiation and its effects;
trained in the measures to be taken in the event of the detection or suspected detection of an orphan source.
(8) The Government shall determine in detail postal centres, airports, ports, waste centres and processing facilities for metal scrap, their obligations regarding radiation measurements, the method of detecting radioactive contamination or increased radiation, and the method of taking measures and reporting in the event of situations referred to in paragraph five of this Article.
3. PROTECTION OF PEOPLE AGAINST IONISING RADIATION
3.1 General principles
Article 27
(General principle)
The provisions of this Act shall apply to any planned and existing exposure and emergency exposure involving a ionising radiation risk that cannot be disregarded in view of radiation protection or the environment, taking into account the long-term protection of human health, and shall, in particular, govern the performance of radiation practices, the exposure of workers or members of the public to radon indoors, the external radiation exposure originating in building materials, and cases of permanent exposure as a consequence of emergency situations or past human activities, the preparedness for, the planning of response to and the management of exposure in emergency situations for which it has been assessed that it is reasonable to plan measures for the protection of members of the public or workers.
Article 28
(Responsibilities)
(1) The protection of exposed workers shall be the responsibility of the radiation practice operator, which must ensure the assessment and implementation of measures for the radiation protection of workers in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
(2) The protection of outside workers shall be the responsibility of their employer and the radiation practice operator for which the practice is performed, in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
(3) The protection of emergency workers, including volunteers, shall be the responsibility of the natural or legal person managing the implementation of protective measures.
(4) The protection of workers or volunteers carrying out the remediation of a contaminated land, buildings and other structures shall be the responsibility of the person managing such works.
(5) The protection of workers exposed to radon during radiation practice performance shall fall under the responsibility of the radiation practice operator in accordance with the provisions of Article 29 of this Act. Other workers who are exposed to radon during their work shall be the responsibility of their employer.
(6) The provisions of paragraphs three to five of this Article shall also apply to self-employed workers.
(7) Radiation practice operators shall ensure that any outside undertaking has access to information regarding potential exposure of the outside undertaking's workers.
Article 29
(Radiation protection measures)
(1) A radiation practice operator shall ensure:
1. a prior assessment of the nature and extent of the risk referred to in Article 40 of this Act (hereinafter: radiation protection assessment);
the making of written procedures for work related to the performance of the radiation practice;
compliance with operating limits and written procedures referred to in the preceding point during the performance of the radiation practice;
the provision of information to exposed workers, trainees and students on:
the health risks arising from their work;
the content of the general procedures and safety measures related to the performance of the radiation practice;
the content of the procedures and safety measures related to a specific workplace or work they perform;
the content of the parts of emergency plans or instructions that the person must be familiar with;
the importance of complying with technical, health and administrative requirements;
the necessity of early notification of pregnancy or breastfeeding to prevent exposure of the embryo or the possibility of internal radioactive contamination or intake of radioactivity by a breastfeeding mother, in order to protect the child;
the training of persons involved in the performance of the radiation practice, the refreshing of their knowledge and regular examinations of their competence in radiation protection;
the categorisation of exposed workers into two categories according to the magnitude of planned exposure and the probability and magnitude of potential exposure, where more exposed workers fall into category A and less exposed workers into category B;
the provision of adequate protective equipment and personal protective equipment and the verification of its effectiveness;
the implementation of control measures and measurements in the supervised and monitored areas, including the prescribed inspections of radiation sources, protective equipment, personal protective equipment and working and radiation conditions, and personal dosimetry;
the use of appropriate equipment and procedures for measuring and assessing the exposure of exposed workers and members of the public and assessing the radioactive contamination of the environment;
the verification of the effectiveness and maintenance of the equipment referred to in the preceding point and regular calibration of measuring equipment;
the health surveillance of exposed workers;
the immediate notification of the competent authorities in the event of the exceedance of dose limits, the radioactive contamination of the working environment, the loss, theft or incorrect use of a radiation source or an emergency;
the implementation of the prescribed measures for the protection of radiation sources; 
the implementation of measures after radiation source is ceased to be used or radiation practice ceased to be performed;
the provision of an emergency plan or instructions;
the implementation of remediation measures after an emergency;
the keeping of prescribed records;
reporting in accordance with regulations.
(2) The radiation protection measures referred to in the preceding paragraph that are related to the protection of exposed workers shall be implemented in any radiation practice where the annual exposure of workers may exceed the dose limit for individual members of the public referred to in paragraph five of Article 35 of this Act. The measures shall be appropriate to the type of facility, the type of radiation source and the magnitude and type of associated risk.
(3) Notwithstanding the obligations of radiation practice operators referred to in paragraph one of this Article, exposed workers, outside workers, trainees and students shall themselves, as far as possible, facilitate the implementation of radiation protection measures laid down by this Act.
(4) The radiation protection measures referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be applied mutatis mutandis by air carriers to protect their crews against cosmic radiation when the expected exposure by a crew member exceeds the doses prescribed by regulations for a member of the public.
(5) Individuals involved in tasks whose performance requires competence in radiation protection shall have appropriate educational qualifications, training and information on radiation protection required for the performance of their duties. Training and information shall be provided in regular intervals and shall be documented.
(6) The training of persons involved in the performance of radiation practice referred to in point 5 of paragraph one of this Article may be provided by persons who have obtained an authorisation to perform the duties of an authorised radiation protection expert. Additional training for workers of radiation protection units may be carried out by the operators of radiation and nuclear facilities. The training of workers who work under the supervision may be carried out by the operators of radiation and nuclear facilities in cooperation with persons who have obtained an authorisation to perform the duties of an authorised radiation protection expert.
(7) Training providers referred to in the preceding paragraph shall keep and process databases of completed training courses and competence examinations, which shall contain: the name, personal identification number (EMŠO), date and place of birth, information on educational qualifications, date and validity of the examination and information on the content of the training and the type of work for which the worker is qualified. Authorised training providers shall report the aforementioned data on completed training courses and exams to the authority responsible for radiation protection in the databases referred to in Article 49 of this Act.
(8) A radiation practice operator responsible for a high-activity radiation source shall ensure that the information and training referred to in points 4 and 5 of paragraph one of this Article includes special requirements for the safe management and control of such sources. The radiation practice operator shall prepare workers for any events affecting radiation protection. In providing information and training, particular emphasis shall be put on the safety requirements and possible consequences of the loss of control of radiation sources.
Article 30
(Regulations concerning the use of radiation sources)
(1) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall determine the rules of conduct relating to the use, maintenance and storage of particular types of radiation sources, the radiation safety measures to be taken by the users of these radiation sources, the rules of managing these radiation sources after they are no longer used and the radiation practice is no longer performed, the instructions for safe handling of radiation sources, the emergency instructions, the measures for the protection of radiation sources to prevent their loss, theft or other harmful action, the detailed content of the application for the registration of a radiation source in the register of radiation sources and for obtaining a licence to use a radiation source, the scope and the content of the documentation referred to in paragraph one of Article 22 of this Act, and the scope and content of the documentation referred to in paragraph one of Article 23 of this Act.
(2) The minister responsible for health, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment, shall prescribe in detail the obligations of employers relating to the special radiation protection of trainees and students and the scope and content of and conditions for training, informing and examining the competence of persons involved in the performance of a radiation practice, and prescribe the format and method of and deadlines for reporting referred to in paragraph seven of the preceding Article.
(3) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe for each type of radiation sources used in radiological procedures the conditions for persons carrying out technical inspections of radiation sources as well as the conditions for the qualifications of persons maintaining, calibrating and performing similar tasks on these radiation sources, the obligation of regular technical checks and other conditions for the use of these sources.
3.2 Justification
Article 31
(Justification of a radiation practice)
A radiation practice operator must:
1. justify the performance of every new radiation practice and prove that the benefits resulting from the new radiation practice will outweigh the health detriment to people;
re-justify the performance of a radiation practice for which a licence has already been issued, if there is new important evidence and knowledge of its effectiveness or consequences for human health;
ensure that the performance of the practice does not result in the doses of exposed workers, trainees, students and individual members of the public exceeding the prescribed dose limits;
optimise the radiation protection of people and the environment so that exposure is as low as reasonably achievable taking into account the economic and societal factors;
apply dose constraints in the optimisation of radiation protection.
Article 32
(Assessment of the justification for the performance of a radiation practice)
(1) An application for a licence to:
carry out a new type of radiation practice that has not yet been authorised  in the Republic of Slovenia,
use a new type of radiation source whose use has not yet been authorised  in the Republic of Slovenia, or
apply a new type of use of an already tested radiation source that has not yet been authorised in the Republic of Slovenia, shall be accompanied by the assessment of the justification for the performance of the radiation practice (hereinafter: justification assessment) and the expert opinion of an authorised radiation protection expert. For activities involving medical exposure or non-medical imaging exposure, in which medical radiological equipment is used, an application shall also be accompanied by the expert opinion of an authorised medical physics expert.
(2) The competent authority may request that a justification assessment and the expert opinion of an authorised radiation protection expert are also made for a licence to carry out already established radiation practices or use already tested radiation sources when it has new important evidence about their effects or consequences.
(3) In preparing a justification assessment referred to in paragraphs one and two of this Article for a practice that involves occupational and public exposures, both categories of exposure shall be taken into account.
(4) In preparing a justification assessment referred to in paragraphs one and two of this Article for a practice involving medical exposure, the exposure of patients due to radiological procedures and, where appropriate, occupational and public exposure shall be taken into account. In addition, every radiological procedure shall be justified individually as provided in Article 75 of this Act.
(5) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the scope and content of justification assessment for cases referred to in paragraphs one and two of this Article.
Article 33
(Justification of activities involving consumer products)
(1) A producer intending to manufacture or an importer intending to import consumer products whose intended use could potentially be a new type of radiation practice, shall submit an application for a licence for the intended manufacture or import to the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(2) An application referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be accompanied by an assessment of justification of the activity involving consumer products and the expert opinion of an authorised radiation protection expert, applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of the preceding Article.
(3) The competent authority shall decide on the justification of the intended use of the consumer product based on the acceptability criteria.
(4) The competent authority that received an application referred to in paragraph one of this Article, shall inform the competent authorities of other EU Member States thereof. At their request, it shall also inform them of its decision and the grounds therefor.
(5) The sale or any disposal of consumer products whose intended use is not justified in accordance with the provisions of this Article or does not meet the criteria for exemption from notification referred to in Article 16 of this Act shall be prohibited.
(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of the regulations governing food irradiated by ionising radiation, the radiation practices that involve the activation of material that increases the activity in a consumer product to such an extent that upon the placement on the market it cannot be disregarded from radiation protection point of view, shall be unjustified. Nevertheless, the competent authority may, based on the acceptance criteria, assess the justification and permit such radiation practice.
(7) The Government shall determine the acceptance criteria for the justification of the use of consumer products.
(8) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the content of an application referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
Article 34
(Justification of non-medical imaging exposure)
(1) An operator of a radiation practice that results in the exposure of individuals due to non-medical imaging shall enclose with the application for radiation practice licence submitted to the authority responsible for radiation protection a justification assessment referred to in Article 32 of this Act.
(2) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall decide on the justification of non-medical imaging based on acceptance criteria.
(3) The authority responsible for radiation protection may decide that justified radiation practices referred to in paragraph one of this Article that use medical radiological equipment do not have to comply with the requirements related to dose constraints referred to in Article 36 and dose limits referred to in Article 35 of this Act.
(4) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the acceptance criteria for justification of non-medical imaging and an indicative list of exposures that can be justified.
3.3 Dose limits and reference levels
Article 35
(Dose limits)
(1) The effective dose limit for exposed workers shall be 20 mSv per year. The competent authority referred to in paragraphs one and two of Article 18 of this Act may, in special circumstances or for certain exposure situations, permit a higher effective dose of up to 50 mSv for a particular year, provided that the average annual dose over any five consecutive years, including the years in which the effective dose limit was exceeded, does not exceed 20 mSv.
(2) In addition to the equivalent dose limit referred to in the preceding paragraph, the equivalent dose limit for an exposed worker shall be:
for eye lenses, 20 mSv per year or 100 mSv in any five consecutive years, provided that the dose in any single year is lower than 50 mSv;
for skin, 500 mSV per year for the average dose on any part of the skin in the size of 1 cm2, regardless of the total area of the skin exposed to ionising radiation;
for extremities, 500 mSv per year.
(3) The sum of doses received by an exposed worker, trainee or student due to the work exposure during the performance of radiation practice, due to the radon exposure in the workplace in accordance with Article 67 of this Act and due to the exposure that is a result of the existing exposure in accordance with Article 63 of this Act shall not exceed the dose limits prescribed in the preceding two paragraphs.
(4) The sum of annual exposures received by a member of the public from all approved radiation practices shall not exceed the dose limits for public exposure.
(5) The effective dose limit for a member of the public shall be 1 mSv per year. Notwithstanding the effective dose received by a member of the public, the equivalent dose limit for eye lenses shall be 15 mSv per year and for skin 50 mSv per year, where the latter shall apply to any part of the skin in the size of 1 cm2, regardless of the total area of the skin exposed to ionizing radiation.
(6) The prescribed dose limits shall not apply to medical exposure.
(7) The Government shall determine more precise definitions of absorbed, equivalent and effective doses and the method for their calculation, detailed requirements concerning dose limits for exposed workers, trainees, students, pregnant and breastfeeding women and individual members of the public, mandatory measures related to dose limits, the method for calculating and applying dose constraints in planning and optimising radiation practices referred to in Article 36 of this Act, the criteria for the categorisation of exposed workers into categories A and B, the doses above which air carriers shall implement radiation protection measures with regard to the crews of its craft and the types of these measures and the method for determining special cases when the competent authority may permit the effective dose of up to 50 mSv in a particular year.
(8) The minister responsible for health shall, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment, prescribe the methodology for assessing doses resulting from external radiation and doses resulting from an intake of radioactive substances into the body.
Article 36
(Dose constraints)
(1) As part of radiation protection assessment referred to in Article 40 of this Act, a radiation practice operator shall determine dose constraints as an operative tool for optimising the occupational exposure of operator's workers to dose loads. The radiation practice operator shall prescribe the dose constraint for any outside worker in cooperation with the worker's employer.
(2) As part of the radiation protection assessment referred to in Article 40 of this Act, the dose constraint for the population shall be set as a personal dose that a member of the public receives from the planned use of a specified radiation source. The competent authority shall ensure that all dose constraints are set so that the sum of all doses that the same individual receives from all the practices for which a licence has been issued is in compliance with the dose limit referred to in paragraph three of the preceding Article.
(3) With regard to medical exposure, dose constraints shall only be applied to protect individuals assisting in the care of patients and volunteers participating in medical or biomedical studies.
(4) Dose constraints shall be prescribed as the effective or equivalent doses for an individual in a specified period.
Article 37
(Reference levels)
(1) In order to optimise radiation protection in the event of an emergency and with regard to the existing exposure, reference levels shall be applied.
(2) Reference levels referred to in the preceding paragraph shall depend on the type of exposure and shall take into account the requirements of radiation protection and other social aspects.
(3) In optimizing the radiation protection referred to in paragraph one of this Article, the exposures above the reference levels shall be considered as a priority, but the protection shall also be optimised below the reference levels.
(4) Reference levels for radon exposure, expressed as specific radon activity in the air, shall be set within the national radon programme referred to in Article 73 of this Act.
(5) The Government shall determine the reference levels referred to in paragraph one of this Article and cases when, in an emergency, the authority responsible for nuclear safety may also recommend the application of lower reference levels.
Article 38
(Protection of minors and pregnant and breastfeeding women)
(1) The protection of trainees and students against radiation shall be regulated in the same manner as prescribed for exposed workers by this Act.
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, it is prohibited to assign a person under 18 years of age to a post in which they would become an exposed worker.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, trainees and university and upper secondary school students aged between 16 and 18 years who use ionising radiation sources during their studies may perform duties during which they are exposed to radiation and due to which they are categorised as category B workers, as provided in indent 6 of paragraph one of Article 29 of this Act.
(4) The protection of an unborn child shall be comparable to the protection of the members of the public.
(5) As soon as a pregnant woman who is an exposed worker or outside worker informs her employer or the radiation practice operator of her pregnancy, it shall be ensured that she works in the conditions ensuring that the equivalent dose for the unborn child is as low as reasonably achievable and that during the remainder of her pregnancy this dose will not exceed dose limits for individual members of the public. If a pregnant woman does not want to work with radiation sources, she shall be transferred to a post that does not involve work with radiation sources.
(6) As soon as a breastfeeding woman who is an exposed worker or outside worker informs her employer or the radiation practice operator that she is breastfeeding, she shall be transferred to a post in which there is no risk of a significant input of radionuclides into her body or of the radioactive contamination of her body.
(7) The assignment under paragraphs five and six of this Article may not put a pregnant or breastfeeding woman in a less advantageous position regarding working conditions.
Article 39
(Performance of special duties)
(1) Notwithstanding the prescribed dose limits, the authority responsible for radiation protection may authorise the dose of an exposed worker to exceed the dose limit for the performance of special duties, if the exposure is of limited duration and if the duties are carried out in a confined and pre-determined working area under the following conditions:
1. the exposed worker is categorised as category A worker in accordance with point six of paragraph one of Article 29 of this Act or is a member of a spacecraft crew;
special duties may not be performed by trainees, students or pregnant or breastfeeding women if there is a probability of radioactive contamination or the input of radionuclides into the body;
the radiation practice operator must justify such exposure in advance and discuss it in detail with the worker, the worker’s representative, the authorised health surveillance provider and the radiation protection expert;
the worker must receive in advance the information on the risks of the planned duties and on the planned precautionary measures;
the worker must agree to carry out these duties;
the data on the doses received while carrying out the duties shall be kept separately in the databases of personal doses of exposed workers referred to in Article 49 of this Act and in the healthcare records of exposed workers referred to in Article 83 of this Act.
(2) The exceedance of dose limits due to the tasks referred to in the preceding paragraph shall not be the reason to prohibit the worker from performing their normal work or to transfer them to another post without their consent.
(3) The exposure of spacecraft crew members shall be considered as the performance of special duties.
(4) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the conditions for issuing the authorisation referred to in paragraph one of this Article and the mandatory measures to be implemented to reduce the consequences of the overexposure of the worker.
3.4 Assessment and provision of radiation protection
Article 40
(Assessment of radiation protection)
(1) A radiation practice operator shall ensure that a radiation protection assessment is made, which shall define the following:
radiation protection measures;
the total risk of the radiation practice, which is the sum of radiation risks for individuals and is expressed by the group effective dose;
a plan for optimising the radiation protection of people and the environment in all working conditions, including occupational exposures in healthcare.
(2) For a radiation source that is not a radiation or nuclear facility, the radiation protection assessment shall also contain a plan of measures to prevent emergencies and emergency instructions.
(3) A radiation practice operator shall enclose the radiation protection assessment with the application for radiation practice registration or licence.
(4) If the radiation protection assessment was not made by an authorised radiation protection expert, an expert opinion of an authorised radiation protection expert shall be enclosed with the application referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(5) If the radiation practice operator operates a radiation or nuclear facility, the essential content of the radiation protection assessment shall be included in the safety report.
(6) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the content and scope of a radiation protection assessment.
Article 41
(Review of and amendments to a radiation protection assessment)
(1) A radiation practice operator shall ensure that the radiation protection assessment is reviewed:
1. before a planned extension of the radiation practice registration or licence;
in the event of any changes in the radiation practice that could significantly affect the radiation protection conditions;
at a request of a competent inspector;
immediately after every emergency;
after completing remediation works to remedy the consequences of an emergency.
(2) If it is necessary to amend radiation protection measures in order to improve the radiation protection of exposed workers, trainees and students, or if the radiation practice has changed significantly, the radiation practice operator shall draw up a proposal for amendments to the radiation protection measures and, in relation to these measures, ensure that the radiation protection assessment is amended.
(3) If changes to the radiation protection measures are not necessary, the review of the radiation protection assessment shall be concluded with the report on the review of the radiation protection assessment.
(4) The radiation practice operator shall submit the amended radiation protection assessment or the report on the review of radiation protection assessment to the competent authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act, together with an application for:
1. the registration of or a licence to carry out the radiation practice,
amendment to the radiation practice registration or licence, or
the extension of the radiation practice registration or licence.
(5) If the amended radiation protection assessment or the report on the review of radiation protection assessment was not prepared by an authorised radiation protection expert, the application referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be accompanied by an expert opinion of an authorised radiation protection expert.
(6) A radiation practice operator shall start introducing the amended radiation protection measures referred to in paragraph two of this Article when the competent authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act issues a radiation practice licence or registers the practice.
(7) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the conditions and time limits for reviews of radiation protection assessments, the mandatory content of reviews of radiation protection assessments and other conditions concerning the obligation to review radiation protection assessments.
Article 42
(Authorised radiation protection experts)
(1) Authorised radiation protection experts shall be legal or natural persons who have a valid authorisation from the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(2) A radiation practice operator shall consult with authorised experts on all circumstances related to the performance of a radiation practice that are relevant to radiation protection, including the compliance with the requirements under this Act regarding the radiation protection measures for exposed workers and the population, and in particular on:
1. the working conditions of exposed workers,
the scope of radiation protection measures in monitored and supervised areas, and the verification of the effectiveness of these measures,
the regular verification of the serviceability of protective equipment,
the planned radiation protection measures with regard to the use of a new device,
radiation protection measures before starting to use a new or modified ionising radiation source,
the regular verification of the effectiveness of protective equipment and measures,
the selection of measuring equipment, and the regular calibration, operational tests and correct use of such equipment.
(3) An authorised radiation protection expert shall give an expert opinion on the matters referred to in the preceding paragraph and, in cooperation with the radiation practice operator, make a radiation protection assessment and a report on the review of radiation protection assessment or provide an expert opinion on such assessment and report.
(4) Authorised radiation protection experts shall inspect working and radiation conditions in the supervised and monitored areas, and radiation sources and personal protective equipment within prescribed time limits.
(5) Authorised radiation protection experts shall provide training in radiation protection referred to in Articles 29 and 75 of this Act.
(6) Authorised radiation protection experts shall cooperate with authorised medical physics experts, if necessary.
(7) The authorisation referred to in paragraph one of this Article may be issued to a legal person for the work referred to in paragraphs three, four and five of this Article and to a natural person for the work referred to in paragraph three of this Article. The authorisation shall be issued for a particular radiation protection field or for several radiation protection fields together, and for no more than five years.
(8) For the purposes of providing information to radiation practice operators, supervising the performance of the duties of authorised radiation protection experts, exchanging information with and mutually recognising authorisations of other countries, and researching and statistically processing data, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall keep and process the records of authorised radiation protection experts, which shall contain:
the name, professional title, date of birth and contact details of the natural person who has obtained an authorisation, the field covered by the authorisation and the number and dates of issue and validity of the authorisation;
information about the legal person that has obtained an authorisation, the field and the scope covered by the authorisation, the information on accreditation documents related to the field covered by the authorisation, the dates of issue and validity of authorisation, and the full names and professional titles of experts responsible for particular fields.
(9) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall make available to the public the list of natural and legal persons that have obtained an authorisation. All personal data referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be published, except the date of birth.
(10) Authorised radiation protection experts shall report on their work to the authority responsible for radiation protection at least once a year, or more frequently if the authority so requests.
Article 43
(Authorisation of radiation protection experts)
(1) A legal or natural person shall obtain an authorisation to perform the duties of an authorised radiation protection expert if they meet the conditions for a particular field of radiation protection prescribed by the minister responsible for health, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment.
(2) A natural person can obtain an authorisation to act as a radiation protection expert if they meet the following conditions:
they have completed at least a second cycle master's degree programme that provides knowledge of the physical and technical basis of radiation protection or the level of education that, in accordance with law, corresponds to this level of knowledge;
they have appropriate knowledge and experience and are qualified in radiation protection;
they have acquired at least five years working experience in ionising radiation since completing the studies.
(3) A legal person can obtain an authorisation to act as a radiation protection expert if it meets the following conditions:
it employs appropriate authorised experts who have obtained the authorisation as natural persons;
it has appropriate accredited measuring methods;
it has appropriate measuring and other equipment and facilities;
it has a management system in place that is suitable for the type, field and scope of its work.
(4) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall, based on the opinion of the commission referred to in paragraph seven of this Article, withdraw the authorisation to perform the duties of an authorised radiation protection expert if the expert performs work unprofessionally or does not meet the conditions based on which the authorisation was issued. The commission shall draw up an opinion on the withdrawal of authorisation following a targeted review carried out on the proposal of the authority responsible for radiation protection or the competent inspector.
(5) A foreign radiation protection expert shall obtain an authorisation to perform the duties of an authorised radiation protection expert if they hold relevant authorisations, in accordance with the regulations of the country in which they are registered as radiation protection expert, obtained under equivalent conditions as conditions by this Act for an authorised radiation protection expert.
(6) The minister responsible for health shall, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment, prescribe in detail:
the fields, scope and the method of work of authorised experts;
the conditions for educational qualifications, competence and experience to be met by natural persons to obtain an authorisation to act as radiation protection experts;
the conditions concerning the employment of authorised experts, the accreditation of measuring methods and measuring and other equipment that legal persons must meet to obtain the authorisation to act as radiation protection experts;
the method and scope of regular and special reporting.
(7) The minister responsible for health shall, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment, appoint a special three-member commission, consisting of radiation protection experts, to verify the compliance with the conditions for obtaining an authorisation to act as a radiation protection expert.
Article 44
(Supervised and monitored areas)
(1) A radiation practice operator shall ensure that the areas where the radiation practice is performed are divided into supervised and monitored areas based on the expected exposure, and the magnitude and probability of potential exposure of workers.
(2) A radiation practice operator shall monitor working and radiation conditions in supervised and monitored areas and ensure that radiation protection measures, including control measurements, are carried out in the supervised and monitored areas. Control measurements shall be selected according to the nature of work, the type of radiation and the degree of risk.
(3) Working and radiation conditions in supervised and monitored areas shall be inspected in the prescribed intervals by an independent authorised radiation protection expert.
(4) With regard to supervised and monitored areas, the minister responsible for health and the minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail:
1. the criteria for the categorisation of supervised and monitored areas;
the radiation protection measures in supervised and monitored areas to be carried out by the radiation practice operator:
the method of delineating and marking supervised and monitored areas;
the written instructions for safe work and other procedures carried out in supervised and monitored areas;
the training of workers concerning the specific properties of supervised and monitored areas;
the rules regarding personal protective equipment used in supervised and monitored areas;
the performance of control measurements;
time limits and other conditions in which the radiation practice operator shall ensure that working and radiation conditions are inspected by an independent authorised radiation protection expert.
Article 45
(Determining personal exposure of workers)
(1) A radiation practice operator shall ensure that personal exposure of workers when they perform work that is part of the radiation practice is regularly determined. In the event of an emergency, the radiation practice operator shall also ensure the determination of personal exposure of emergency workers and other exposed persons. The radiation practice operator shall ensure that all the results of exposure determination are kept on file and reported to the authority responsible for radiation protection. The method of determining the exposure of workers shall be selected according to the nature of exposure and the type of radiation. If prescribed in the radiation protection assessment, the determination of personal exposure to external radiation may be substituted with the inspection of the working environment.
(2) The determination of personal exposure of workers may be carried out by legal persons that have obtained an authorisation to perform the duties of a dosimetry service from the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(3) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the conditions for and the method, scope and frequency of determining personal exposure of workers.
Article 46
(Authorised dosimetry service providers)
(1) A legal person shall obtain an authorisation to perform the duties of a dosimetry service if it has an organised dosimetry department, appropriate accredited measuring methods, appropriate measuring and other equipment and premises, a management system suitable for the type, field and scope of its work and permanently employed dosimetry experts.
(2) A dosimetry expert may be any individual who meets the following conditions:
has completed at least a second cycle master's degree programme in technical studies or natural science or the level of education that, in accordance with the law, corresponds to this level of knowledge; and
has acquired at least five years of work experience in dosimetry since completing the studies.
(3) The verification of the compliance with the conditions for providing dosimetry services shall be ensured by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(4) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the basics of the organization of dosimetry service, specify the conditions for obtaining the authorisation referred to in paragraph one of this Article and appoint a special three-member commission, consisting of dosimetry experts, to verify compliance with these conditions.
(5) The authorisation referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be issued for no more than five years.
(6) Based on the opinion of the commission referred to in paragraph four of this Article, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall withdraw the authorisation to a dosimetry service provider if the provider performs the service unprofessionally or does not meet the conditions based on which the authorisation was issued. The commission shall draw up an opinion on the withdrawal of the authorisation following a targeted review carried out on the proposal of the authority responsible for radiation protection or the competent inspector.
Article 47
(Provision of dosimetry services)
(1) Authorised dosimetry service providers shall determine the personal exposure of workers based on measurements and calculations for assessing workers’ personal doses. Authorised dosimetry service providers shall collect data on the personal doses of exposed workers included in the dosimetry and keep records thereof, in cooperation with the radiation practice operator or outside undertaking.
(2) Authorised dosimetry service providers shall report data on the personal doses of exposed workers to the radiation practice operator and to the authority responsible for radiation protection, including the results of measurements in the workplace if they were used to assess personal doses.
(3) Radiation practice operators shall ensure that data on the personal doses of exposed workers are sent to the authorised occupational medicine providers carrying out the health surveillance of the workers concerned and that the exposed workers are also informed of the doses they received. If a radiation practice operator carries out the practice by engaging outside workers, it shall report data on the personal doses of exposed workers to the outside undertaking. Outside undertakings shall report data on the personal doses of outside workers to authorised occupational medicine providers.
(4) In an emergency or when dose limits are exceeded, the dosimetry service provider shall ensure that data on the personal doses of workers are available to the authority responsible for nuclear safety, the authority responsible for radiation protection, the radiation practice operator and the authorised occupational medicine provider without delay.
(5) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail:
the method of evaluating received doses when direct measurements of received doses are not possible;
the method and scope of reporting the personal doses of workers received in implementing protective measures and the permitted exceedance of dose limits due to the performance of special duties;
the method and time of keeping on file data on the personal doses of exposed workers to be ensured by the radiation practice operator and the outside undertaking.
(6) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall keep a list of authorised dosimetry service providers and publish it so that it is available to the public.
(7) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall keep, as part of the list of authorised dosimetry service providers, the information on the experts responsible for individual dosimetry fields, which shall include the name and professional title of the person. The personal data of the responsible experts shall be kept in order to provide them to radiation practice operators, supervise the determination of personal exposure, and exchange information and mutually recognise authorisations with other countries.
Article 48
(Data on worker exposure)
(1) Data on the personal doses of exposed workers may only be sent to an authorised occupational medicine provider, an authorised radiation protection expert and the central register of personal doses referred to in Article 49 of this Act with a written consent of the exposed worker.
(2) The production of a written statement of an exposed worker giving permission for the data on their personal doses to be sent for further use in accordance with the provisions of this Act shall be ensured by the radiation practice operator.
(3) If an exposed worker, trainee or student does not consent to the signing of the statement referred to in the preceding paragraph, they may not be assigned to a post where they could be exposed to radiation.
Article 49
(Databases of personal doses of exposed workers)
(1) In order to monitor personal exposure, carry out measures to optimize radiation protection, assess the eligibility of individual radiation practices, supervise the performance of radiation practices and comply with the prescribed dose limits and for the purposes of scientific research and statistical processing, personal dose database shall be established and maintained for exposed workers involved in the performance of radiation practices.
(2) Databases of personal doses of exposed workers shall be managed by:
1. authorised dosimetry service providers for the workers for whom they carry out dosimetry;
radiation practice operators for their own and outside workers;
outside undertakings for their workers or students, who are exposed to radiation within the education programme;
authorised occupational medicine providers for the exposed workers for whom they provide health surveillance;
authority responsible for radiation protection for all persons involved in the performance of radiation practices (the central register of personal doses).
(3) Authorised dosimetry service providers shall send the data on the personal doses of exposed workers to the central register of personal doses kept by the authority responsible for radiation protection within the prescribed time limits.
(4) The databases of personal doses of exposed workers shall contain the following information:
1. the name of the worker,
the personal identification number (EMŠO), place and date of birth, gender and citizenship,
occupation and educational qualifications,
the company name, registered office and registration number of the radiation practice operator,
the company name, registered office and registration number of the outside undertaking,
the post and its description, and the start and finish of the work performed within the radiation practice,
information on the completed training and exam in radiation protection,
information on the assessment of medical fitness to work,
the assessed monthly dose, the total dose, the measurement method, the information on doses received in emergencies, the implementation of protective measures and permitted exceedance of dose levels due to the performance of special tasks.
(5) Data on the personal doses of an exposed worker shall be kept until the worker has or would have reached 75 years of age, but for no less than 30 years after the worker ceases working as an exposed worker.
(6) The following persons shall have access to the data on personal doses in the central register of personal doses:
the worker – to their personal doses;
the employer – to the personal doses of its workers and the personal doses of the workers of the outside radiation practice undertaking that carries out activities involving radiation exposure for the employer;
the authorised occupational medicine provider – to the personal doses of exposed workers for whom they provide health surveillance;
the personal doctors of exposed workers – to the personal doses of their patients.
(7) The persons referred to in the preceding paragraph shall also have access to all the data that were used to assess the dose, or information on the circumstances of the exposure.
(8) Authorised radiation protection experts can obtain aggregated data from the central register of personal doses, which shall not contain personal data, on a written application to the authority responsible for radiation protection, if they were not able to obtain these data from the employer.
(9) Every month, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall send the data on the doses of workers not working in human or veterinary medicine to the authority responsible for nuclear safety. The report shall contain the information on the dose received, the company of employment, the company in which the worker received the dose and their post, and shall exclude all personal data.
(10) If the measured effective dose exceeds 1.6 mSv, and this exceedance was not planned or foreseen, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall immediately send the information on the dose received, the workplace and the circumstances of exposure, excluding the worker's personal data, to the authority responsible for nuclear safety, if this is the responsible authority under the provisions of Article 18 of this Act.
(11) In order to comply with the prescribed dose limits and health surveillance of exposed workers, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall exchange relevant data on the doses of workers with the competent authorities of other countries in accordance with the Act governing personal data protection.
(12) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the method of managing data on personal doses, the time limits for sending the data to the central register of personal doses, and the obligations related to and method of sending data from the central register of personal doses to the authority responsible for nuclear safety, radiation practice operators, outside undertakings, exposed workers, authorised occupational medicine providers and authorised radiation protection experts.
Article 50
(Radiation passbook)
(1) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall issue a radiation passbook to any worker who is employed by an employer in the Republic of Slovenia and works abroad as an outside worker performing work involving exposure to ionising radiation. A radiation passbook is a non-transferable personal document.
(2) A radiation passbook shall contain the information referred to paragraph four of the preceding Article, and the data on radiation doses received by the worker, and medical examinations undergone and training in radiation protection completed by the worker.
(3) The worker's employer shall ensure that all the data referred to in the preceding Article are promptly entered in the personal radiation passbook.
(4) The worker's employer shall be obliged to report the doses the worker receives abroad to the authority responsible for radiation protection, for the central register of personal doses referred to in the fourth indent of paragraph two of the preceding Article, within one month of the worker's return from abroad or the date the employer was informed of the dose received abroad.
(5) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the form and the content of radiation passbooks, the method of their issue and entry of data therein and the obligations of the employer concerning reporting these data to the authority responsible for radiation protection.
Article 51
(Radiation protection unit)
(1) In order to plan and implement radiation protection measures, radiation practice operators that operate a nuclear or radiation facility shall ensure the operation of a special radiation protection unit responsible for implementing radiation protection measures.
(2) A radiation protection unit shall operate separately from other organisational units and shall have at its disposal the resources and equipment required to carry out its duties.
(3) Several radiation practice operators referred to in paragraph one of this Article may establish a joint radiation protection unit to carry out radiation protection duties.
(4) The minister responsible for health, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment, shall prescribe the organisational framework of radiation protection units in the facilities referred to in paragraph one of this Article, and the scope and content of the work of such units.
Article 52
(Radiation protection officer)
(1) A radiation practice operator that does not operate a radiation or nuclear facility shall appoint a radiation protection officer.
(2) The radiation protection officer shall ensure that radiation protection measures are planned and carried out, and cooperate with the competent authorities in matters concerning radiation protection.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph one of this Article, the protection of radiation sources in the ministry responsible for defence shall be under the responsibility of the Military Police.
(4) The radiation practice operator shall ensure that the radiation protection officer has professional independence at work and suitable working conditions. The radiation protection officer shall be accountable directly to the management of the radiation practice operator.
(5) An outside undertaking referred to in Article 54 of this Act shall designate its own radiation protection officer for its workers or make an arrangement with the radiation practice operator for which the outside worker works, so that the operator's radiation protection officer also assumes the duties referred to in paragraph two of this Article in relation to outside workers.
(6) When applying for a radiation practice licence and whenever there is a change regarding the radiation protection officer, a radiation practice operator shall notify the authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act of whom it has appointed as radiation protection officer and what powers the officer has.
Article 53
(Qualifications of persons carrying out radiation protection duties)
(1) Workers carrying out radiation protection duties within a radiation protection unit shall be persons who have completed at least a higher education or university first cycle study programme in natural science or technical studies or the level of education that, in accordance with the law, corresponds to this level of knowledge, and have passed the exam for performing radiation protection duties.
(2) The head of a radiation protection unit of a nuclear reactor or nuclear power plant may be a person who has completed at least a second cycle master's degree programme in physics or the level of education that, in accordance with the law, corresponds to this level of knowledge, has passed the exam for performing radiation protection duties and has at least five years of work experience in performing duties related to radiation protection.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the head of a radiation protection unit of other nuclear or radiation facilities may be a person who has completed at least a second cycle master's degree programme in natural science or technical studies or the level of education that, in accordance with the law, corresponds to this level of knowledge, has passed the exam for performing radiation protection duties and has at least three years of work experience in performing duties related to radiation protection.
(4) Radiation protection officers shall be individuals with appropriate education qualifications that ensure they have the knowledge needed to carry out the duties related to radiation protection and have passed the exam for performing radiation protection duties.
(5) The costs of exams referred to in this Article shall be borne by the employer.
(6) The minister responsible for health, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment, shall prescribe in detail the education qualifications required for radiation protection officers, training programmes, the examinations of competence in performing radiation protection duties, and the record of examinations passed.
Article 54
(Protection of workers of outside undertakings)
(1) A radiation practice operator engaging workers of an outside undertaking shall be, directly or through a contractual relationship with the outside undertaking, responsible for the radiation protection of outside workers to the extent which is directly linked to the characteristics of the activities these workers carry out for the radiation practice operator.
(2) The radiation practice operator shall ensure, in cooperation with the outside undertaking, that the radiation protection of outside workers is arranged in the same manner as for the workers employed by the radiation practice operator, including that:
the activities carried out by the outside workers are justified in terms of radiation protection, in accordance with the principles of this Act;
the exposure of outside workers is optimised, including by setting dose constraints and reference levels, and that their dose limits are not exceeded;
limits for pregnant and breastfeeding women, trainees and students are applied with regard to the outside workers;
the radiation protection assessment takes into account radiation protection aspects related to the nature and type of work performed by the outside workers.
(3) The radiation practice operator shall:
1. verify whether the outside workers have undergone a medical examination and meet the special health requirements concerning the work to which they are assigned;
verify whether the outside workers have been classified in the appropriate categories with regard to the nature of work and the magnitude of expected exposure, and the probability and magnitude of potential exposure;
ensure that the outside workers are adequately trained and familiar with radiation protection measures regarding the work they perform, similarly to the employees of the radiation practice operator;
ensure that the outside workers use suitable personal protective equipment;
ensure that personal radiation exposure is determined for outside workers in accordance with the nature of exposure and the type of radiation, and that the data on their personal doses are reported to the authority responsible for radiation protection, to the central register of personal doses, and to the outside undertaking.
(4) The outside undertaking shall itself or through a contract with the radiation practice operator ensure that:
the outside workers are informed and qualified in accordance with the provisions of points 4 and 5 of paragraph one of Article 29 of this Act;
the outside workers are under health surveillance in the extent prescribed in Chapter 3.5 of this Act and their personal doses are reported to an authorised occupational medicine provider;
personal radiation exposure is determined for the outside workers;
a radiation protection assessment is made for the activities involving the outside workers.
(5) Before starting works in a supervised area, the outside undertaking shall send to the facility operator or the radiation practice operator the data set out in paragraph four of Article 49 of this Act and the data on radiation doses received in the current calendar year and in the last five calendar years.
(6) The radiation practice operator may not start works involving the outside undertaking's exposed workers, if the undertaking has not sent it the data referred to in the preceding paragraph or if the data sent show that the outside undertaking's workers cannot perform works within a radiation practice under the provisions of this Act.
Article 55
(Assignment of workers and objection to assignment)
(1) A worker may not be assigned to work in a supervised area if it is not ensured that the worker's personal exposure will be determined by an authorised dosimetry service provider.
(2) If the radiation protection unit or the radiation protection officer, the worker or the authorised occupational medicine provider deem that the radiation protection measures have not been considered in assigning the worker to a workplace where they are exposed to radiation, they may file an objection to the assignment.
(3) The objection referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be filed with the authority responsible for radiation protection within eight days of the worker's assignment.
(4) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall decide on the objection to the worker's assignment based on the opinion of the commission appointed by the minister responsible for health to resolve disputes.
3.5 Health surveillance of exposed workers
Article 56
(Health surveillance of exposed workers)
(1) The health surveillance of exposed workers, trainees and students shall be based on the principles governing occupational medicine in general.
(2) The health surveillance of exposed workers, trainees and students shall be carried out by authorised occupational medicine providers that have obtained an authorisation of the minister responsible for health.
(3) A worker may not be assigned to an exposed worker post if health surveillance results show that they are not fit for such post.
(4) The health surveillance of exposed workers and trainees shall be provided to the full extent prescribed by the employer, and for students by the education provider.
(5) The radiation practice operator shall provide all the information related to the work performed by the worker within a radiation practice to the authorised occupational medicine provider at their request.
(6) If the health surveillance of the worker has been carried out abroad, the competent authority may, when issuing a radiation practice licence referred to in Article 18 of this Act, consider this health surveillance equivalent to the health surveillance under this Act, if the requirements concerning the health surveillance of exposed workers in the foreign country where the health surveillance was carried out are comparable to the requirements under this Act.
(7) Special health surveillance of exposed workers shall be provided whenever one of the prescribed dose limits is or is suspected to have been exceeded or at the request of the authority responsible for radiation protection if it assesses that overexposure has occurred.
(8) The minister responsible for health shall determine the scope of health surveillance of exposed workers, trainees and students, the criteria for prescribing special health surveillance, the decontamination and further treatment of exposed workers, trainees and students in the event of exceeded dose limits, and the conditions to be met by authorised occupational medicine providers.
Article 57
(Health surveillance after the termination of work)
(1) The health surveillance after the work of an exposed worker is terminated shall be ordered by the authority responsible for radiation protection on the proposal of an authorised occupational medicine provider, while the employer at which the worker in question was exposed to radiation shall ensure that the surveillance is carried out.
(2) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the criteria based on which an authorised occupational medicine provider may effect health surveillance after the work of an exposed worker is terminated, in the form of further examinations, decontamination measures or other healthcare measures.
Article 58
(Medical records of exposed workers)
(1) Authorised occupational medicine providers shall keep and update the healthcare records of any exposed worker, as provided for the basic documents in accordance with the Act governing healthcare databases, for as long as the worker in question performs the work of an exposed worker; the records shall be kept on file until the exposed worker is or would have been 75 years old and for at least 30 years after the worker ceased to perform the work of an exposed worker related to radiation practice.
(2) In addition to the information prescribed for basic healthcare documents, the medical records of exposed workers shall also contain the following:
1. the information on the type of work performed within the radiation practice;
the information from the safety statement and risk assessment of worker’s post with regard to the area and the worker's category that is taken into account in assessing the fulfilment of special health requirements for specific work in the working environment;
the results of medical examinations prior to employment or assignment as an exposed worker and the results of periodic medical examinations;
the assessment of the fulfilment of special health requirements for specific work in the working environment;
the data on personal doses received, and
proposed measures for health protection at work.
(3) Authorised occupational medicine providers report the information on the fulfilment of special health requirements to the authority responsible for radiation protection. The information shall include the name, personal identification number (EMŠO), date of medical examination, validity of medical examination and assessment of the fulfilment of special health requirements.
(4) The minister responsible for health shall determine the form and method of and time limits for reporting the information referred to in the preceding paragraph.
Article 59
(Request for a review of the assessment of medical fitness for work and the ordered health surveillance measures)
(1) An exposed worker and an employer may submit a request for a review of the assessment of medical fitness for work made for the exposed worker by an authorised occupational medicine provider.
(2) The persons referred to in the preceding paragraph may submit a request for a review of the order of special medical examinations due to exceeded dose limits issued for the exposed worker by an authorised occupational medicine provider.
(3) A request for a review referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be invoked in accordance with the regulations on preventive medical examinations of workers.
Article 60
(Health surveillance in the event of an emergency)
(1) The health surveillance of emergency workers and of the population in the event of an emergency shall be provided by the state.
(2) The Government shall designate the persons responsible for implementing health surveillance measures and determine the extent of resources for health surveillance measures, the obligations of radiation practice operators with regard to financing health surveillance in the event of emergencies, and other conditions relevant to the effectiveness of health surveillance measures.
3.5.1 Protection against radiation from the exposure to natural radiation sources and in the existing exposure situations
Article 61
(Exposure of aircraft crew)
(1) If the annual effective dose due to cosmic exposure received by plane and spacecraft crew members exceeds 6 mSv, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall order the flight operator to carry out radiation protection measures for exposed workers, applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of this Act concerning the protection of exposed workers in the performance of radiation practices.
(2) If the annual effective dose due to cosmic exposure received by plane and spacecraft crew members exceeds 1 mSv, the flight operator shall assess the individual exposure of its crew and take this into account in the organisation of work, notify workers of their individual doses and of health risks and apply the provisions of paragraphs four and five of Article 38 of this Act in case of pregnant workers.
Article 62
(Exposure due to natural radiation sources)
The authority responsible for radiation protection and the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall ensure the identification and assessment of exposure to natural radiation sources and of existing exposures that cannot be disregarded from the radiation protection point of view.
Article 63
(Existing exposure due to radioactive contamination and exposure due to the performance of a practice)
(1) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall ensure the following by conducting systematic monitoring and measurements of dose rates and other suitable parameters:
1. the identification of exposures resulting from the radioactive contamination of an area caused by residue radioactive material due to:
past practices that were not subject to control under this Act;
the consequences of an emergency after the completion of emergency measures in accordance with the legislation on protection against natural and other disasters;
residues from past practices for which the relevant legal person is no longer legally responsible;
exposure to products, except food, feed and drinking water, containing radionuclides from contaminated areas specified in the preceding indents of this paragraph or naturally occurring radionuclides;
the identification of practices involving materials containing naturally occurring radionuclides.
(2) Measurements referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be conducted by an authorised radiation protection expert.
(3) The Government shall adopt a strategy for managing increased exposures referred to in paragraph one of this Article, which shall include a programme for the systematic monitoring of the working and living environments in the areas and practices referred to in the paragraph one and for raising public awareness of the importance of measures for reducing exposure in cases referred to in the paragraph one. The Government shall prescribe in detail those practices and types of existing exposures referred to in paragraph one of this Article, in which the probability of exposure is higher. In doing this, the Government shall take into account the risks and effectiveness of protective measures. All affected stakeholders shall participate in drawing up and implementing the strategy.
(4) Competent authority may order an employer or facility operator to ensure that working and living environments are inspected and received doses assessed if it is likely that the doses of individuals will exceed dose limits for individual members of the public or if this is necessary to protect human health.
Article 64
(Measures to reduce the exposure due to building materials)
(1) The Government shall determine the reference level for building materials, the list of building material types that could cause the reference level for building materials to be exceeded and the methodology for deciding on the suitability of these building materials.
(2) Before placing a building material referred to in the preceding paragraph on the market, the specific activities of natural radionuclides in this material shall be measured and the suitability of the material for use determined in accordance with the methodology referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(3) The measurements and the assessment of suitability referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be conducted by an authorised radiation protection expert.
(4) If the measurements and the assessment of suitability referred to in the preceding paragraph show that the reference level referred to in paragraph one of this Article could be exceeded, the authority responsible for nuclear safety may determine suitable measures to reduce the radiation exposure of people when using such material and permit its use under certain conditions.
Article 65
(Measures to reduce the exposure of workers and members of the public)
(1) If it is established, based on the monitoring referred to in Article 63 of this Act, that the exposure of individuals due to natural or other radiation sources exceeds dose limits for individual members of the public, the competent authority shall order the employer or facility operator to carry out measures to reduce the exposure of workers and members of the public and measures to protect exposed workers by requiring the employer or operator to notify radiation practice in accordance with Article 17 of this Act.
(2) The competent authority may require a notification referred to in the preceding paragraph even if the exemption criteria referred to in paragraph eight of Article 16 of this Act are met, when increased exposure due to naturally occurring radionuclides in water could affect drinking water mains or any other transmission pathway, to the extent that this effect would have to be considered in terms of radiation protection.
(3) The competent authority may, based on the assessment of justification applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of Article 31 of this Act, decide that protective or remediation measures are not necessary because their implementation would not outweigh the negative effects of the exposure in question.
Article 66
(Radon exposure)
(1) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall, by conducting systematic monitoring and measurements of radon, dose rates and other suitable parameters, ensure the identification of:
exposure due to radon present in the buildings used for childcare, education, cultural or healthcare programmes;
exposure to radon in habitable rooms in basements or on ground floors, or in other spaces where it is to be expected that the average annual radon concentrations exceed the reference levels;
external exposure indoors in existing buildings due to the building materials used;
exposure to radon where higher radon concentrations are to be expected, such as spas, caves, mines and other underground places.
(2) The measurements referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be conducted by authorised radon measurement providers.
Article 67
(Radon measurements in workplaces)
(1) Within three years of the declaration of areas with higher radon levels, the employers in these areas shall ensure that radon measurements are carried out in the workplaces in basements and on ground floors. The employers shall ensure that measurements are carried out whenever the conditions affecting radon concentrations significantly change (for example in the event of larger construction works).
(2) The employers shall ensure that radon measurements are carried out throughout the territory of the Republic of Slovenia in workplaces at locations where increased radon concentrations can be expected, such as spas, bathing areas and other aquatic radon sources, caves, mines and other underground working environments.
(3) Radon measurements referred to in the preceding two paragraphs shall be conducted by authorised radon measurement providers.
(4) The employers shall not be required to provide radon measurements referred to in the first two paragraphs of this Article, if the measurements of the workplace in question have already been carried out by the former owner, tenant of the premises or someone else, and the conditions affecting radon concentration have not changed significantly.
Article 68
(Measures in the event of increased radon concentrations)
(1) If it is established, based on systematic monitoring referred to in Article 66 of this Act or radon measurements in workplaces referred to in the preceding Article, that the average annual radon concentrations exceed the reference levels, the exposure of workers and population shall be assessed.
(2) The exposure referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be assessed by an authorised radon measurement provider, while the person liable for the provision of measurements referred to in the preceding two Articles of this Act shall ensure that the assessment is made.
(3) The assessment of workers' exposure shall include a safety statement with risk assessment in accordance with the regulations on health and safety at work.
(4) If the exposure assessment referred to in paragraph one of this Article shows that the annual effective dose received due to radon exposure by people in public buildings or workers at workplaces exceeds 6 mSv, measures to reduce the exposure shall be carried out, such as providing ventilation, relocating people, ceasing the use of the premises and carrying out construction works, if it is assessed that these construction works will adequately contribute to reducing exposures and comparable results cannot be achieved by other, simpler measures. The reorganisation of duties and working hours can also serve as a measure to reduce the exposure of workers.
(5) If the exposure assessment referred to in paragraph one of this Article shows that despite the exceeded average annual radon concentration levels, the annual effective dose received by people in public buildings or workers in workplaces is below 6 mSv, the measures referred to in the preceding paragraph shall not be necessary but the conditions affecting the exposure shall be monitored and the doses reassessed in the event of any changes.
(6) With regard to workers, the implementation of measures referred to in paragraphs four and five of this Article shall be ensured by their employer, and with regard to the public exposed in public buildings by the person responsible for the activity carried out in the building concerned.
(7) The effectiveness of implemented measures shall be verified by new measurements in six months of introducing the measures or completing construction works  and subsequently every seven years. The measurements shall be provided by the person liable for providing measurements referred to in the preceding two Articles and carried out by an authorised radon measurement provider.
(8) If children, adolescents, patients or other sensitive groups of population receive annual effective doses exceeding 6 mSv due to radon exposure in the buildings used for childcare, education, cultural or healthcare programmes, the resources necessary for implementing the measures to reduce exposure shall be provided by the state.
Article 69
(Protection measures for exposed workers)
If the annual effective dose received by workers due to radon exposure is higher than 6 mSv despite the implementation of the measures referred to in paragraph four of the preceding Article, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall order the employer to implement measures for the radiation protection of exposed workers by applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of this Act concerning the protection of exposed workers during the performance of radiation practices.
Article 70
(New buildings and works on existing buildings)
(1) New buildings for living or working spaces shall be planned and constructed so that radon concentrations in them do not exceed the reference levels.
(2) Works on existing buildings that could affect radon concentrations in the buildings (for example, energy renovation of a building) shall be planned and carried out so that the works on the building will not require measures to reduce radon concentrations to be taken to protect human health.
(3) The minister responsible for construction and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe the requirements for new buildings and works on existing buildings referred to in paragraphs one and two of this Article to protect human health against harmful radon effects.
Article 71
(Authorised radon measurement providers)
(1) A legal person can obtain an authorisation to carry out radon measurements, if it employs radon experts on a permanent basis and has at its disposal appropriate accredited measuring methods for radon.
(2) A radon expert is a person who:
has completed at least a second cycle master's degree programme that provides knowledge in the basics of physics of radon exposure or the level of education that, in accordance with the law, corresponds to this level of knowledge;
has suitable knowledge and experience in radon exposure;
has acquired at least five years of working experience in ionising radiation since completing the studies.
(3) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the fields, scope and method of work of authorised radon measurement providers, the conditions concerning education qualifications and experience that radon experts must meet, the conditions concerning the accreditation of measuring methods, and the scope, method and format of reporting the results of measurements for the database of radon measurements referred to in Article 72 of this Act.
(4) The authorisation referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be issued for no more than five years.
(5) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall ex officio or on the proposal of the competent inspector withdraw the authorisation of an authorised radon measurement provider, if the provider performs work unprofessionally or if it no longer meets the conditions based on which the authorisation was issued.
Article 72
(Database of radon measurements)
(1) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall keep a database of radon measurements. The database shall contain data on all measurements referred to in Articles 66 and 67 and paragraph seven of Article 68 of this Act that have been taken. The database shall contain the address of the facility, the cadastral municipality, the building and building part numbers, the GPS coordinates or other appropriate identification of the measurement location, the measured radon concentrations, the assessed dose due to radon exposure and the information on any radiation protection measures carried out. The data referred to in the preceding sentence shall be reported to the database by authorised radon measurement providers.
(2) The data in the database referred to in this Article shall be collected, managed and processed to monitor the exposure of workers and population, assess doses received, plan and optimise protection measures against radiation due to radon and to carry out other duties under this Act. The data in the database referred to in this Article may also be collected, managed and processed to prepare statistical and summary reports and for scientific research purposes.
Article 73
(National radon programme)
(1) In order to manage long-term health risks due to radon exposure, the Government shall adopt a national radon programme determining:
1. the strategy for managing increased radon exposures, which shall include goals and performance indicators regarding health risk reduction and comply with the principle of protective measure optimisation;
the reference radon concentration levels in working and living environments;
the criteria for identifying areas with high radon levels and special radiation protection measures in these areas;
the method and methodology for determining the annual average radon concentrations;
the programme for systematic monitoring referred to in Article 66 of this Act;
the method, type and scope of:
measurements taken within the systematic monitoring referred to in Article 66 of this Act,
measurements taken at workplaces referred to in Article 67, and
new measurements taken to check the implemented measures referred to in paragraph seven of Article 68;
the methodology for assessing doses due to radon exposure; and
the programme for raising awareness among employers, public and experts regarding health risks posed by radon exposure and additional risks related to smoking, and regarding the importance of radon measurements and measures to reduce exposure.
(2) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall regularly check the implementation of the national radon programme, evaluate radon measurements taken and doses received due to radon exposure, and report thereon in the annual plan on ionising radiation protection and nuclear safety referred to in Article 168 of this Act.
(3) The Government shall adopt the national radon programme for a period of 10 years and, before the national radon programme expires, evaluate the implementation of the programme and draw up proposals for further optimisation of radiation protection measures and reduction of radon exposure.
Article 74
(Thoron exposure)
The provisions of this Act applying to radon exposure shall mutatis mutandis apply to thoron exposure, if it is determined that thoron exposure could significantly contribute to the total exposure due to radon and thoron.
3.5.2 Medical exposure
Article 75
(Medical exposure)
(1) Radiological procedures for the diagnostics, treatment and research for medical purposes shall be conducted in accordance with the approved programme of radiological procedures and may only be carried out by persons holding a radiation practice licence.
(2) The holder of a radiation practice licence shall ensure that each radiological procedure is justified, so that the total anticipated benefit of a diagnostic or therapeutic procedure is greater than the risks or damage caused by it. If a radiological procedure cannot be justified, it may not be carried out.
(3) Exposure in diagnostic and interventional radiological procedures and in radiological procedures for planning, guiding and verifying the course of treatment shall be kept as low as reasonably achievable with regard to the envisaged goals of the procedure and the economic and societal factors.
(4) The holder of a radiation practice licence shall, for the provision of appropriate individual treatment of patients, ensure that radiological procedures only involve healthcare workers with adequate professional competence and define the responsibilities and duties of doctors responsible for radiological procedures, radiographers, medical physicists and referrers regarding compliance with the criteria for referrals.
(5) Persons performing radiological procedures for diagnostics, treatment and medical research purposes shall complete a training course and examination of competence in patient radiation protection every five years.
(6) The radiation sources that may be used in radiological procedures and procedures in veterinary care shall be the sources that have been registered in the register of radiation sources or issued a use licence by the authority responsible for radiation protection and meet the acceptability criteria for the correct functioning of radiological equipment, indicated in the report on the monitoring and measurement of parameters of the radiation source functioning by the authorised radiation protection expert.
(7) The holder of a licence to use a radiation source that is used in radiological procedures shall ensure regular monitoring and measurements of the parameters of the functioning of the radiation source. The report on the monitoring and measurements of parameters of the radiation source functioning shall be made by an authorised medical physics expert.
(8) The training and competence examinations of persons performing radiological procedures referred to in paragraph five of this Article may be conducted by persons who have obtained an authorisation to perform the duties of an authorised radiation protection expert.
(9) Training providers referred to in the preceding paragraph shall keep and process databases of completed training courses and competence examinations, which shall contain: the name, personal identification number (EMŠO), date and place of birth, information on education qualifications, date and validity of the examination, information on the content of training and the type of radiological procedures for which the person is qualified. Authorised training providers shall report the aforementioned data on completed training courses and exams to the authority responsible for radiation protection for entry in the databases referred to in Article 49 of this Act.
(10) The minister responsible for heath shall determine the scope and content of and conditions for the training and examination of competence in patient radiation protection and the method and frequency of regular inspections and measurements of parameters of the functioning of radiological equipment.
Article 76
(Conditions for performing radiological procedures)
(1) A radiological procedure may only be carried out if prescribed by the referrer and approved by the doctor responsible for the radiological procedure who bears the clinical responsibility for the procedure. The holder of a licence to use a radiation source shall provide referrers with the referral criteria and instructions for planning radiological procedures, which shall include information on the dose received by the patient during the procedure.
(2) The doctor responsible for the radiological procedure, the authorised medical physics expert and the person performing radiological procedure shall work together to optimise the radiological procedure. Taking into account the purpose and the goal of the procedure, the doctor responsible for the radiological procedure shall prescribe, in cooperation with the person performing the radiological procedure, the parameters of the procedure ensuring that it is carried out with the minimum damage to the patient.
(3) The licence holder shall ensure that each radiological procedure is performed in accordance with written procedures and by a person meeting the requirements for performing radiological procedures. Written procedures shall be drawn up for all standard radiological procedures, for all radiological equipment and for different groups of patients.
(4) In radiological procedures it shall be ensured that:
they are performed in accordance with good radiological practice;
the information on patient exposure due to the radiological procedure is an integral part of the procedure report;
the dose received during radiotherapy is planned for each patient individually and in such a way that exposure outside clinical volumes is as low as reasonably achievable and feasible with regard to the purpose of the therapy;
on average, the approved diagnostic reference levels are not exceeded during a diagnostic procedure.
(5) When diagnostic reference levels are systematically exceeded, the holder of use licence shall immediately explore the possibilities for optimising radiological procedures and introduce appropriate changes.
(6) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall ensure, by conducting systematic monitoring of patient exposure, that diagnostic reference levels for diagnostic radiological procedures, and were appropriate also for interventional procedures, are set up, regularly updated and used and that guidelines for their use are provided. In doing this, the authority shall take into account the European or international recommendations in this field.
(7) Diagnostic reference levels shall be determined by the authority responsible for radiation protection based on the results of the systematic monitoring referred to in the preceding paragraph while taking into account the opinion of the expert council for the issues of radiological procedures, the protection of individuals against ionising radiation, and the use of radiation sources in human and veterinary medicine.
(8) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail: the conditions relating to screening programmes, bio-medical and medical research, special radiological procedures for children and pregnant and breastfeeding women, and voluntary help in patient care; the requirements regarding the education qualifications, mandatory training and competence examination of doctors responsible for radiological procedures and persons performing radiological procedures; the criteria for the acceptability of radiological equipment; special procedures for radiotherapy, diagnostic and interventional radiology and nuclear medicine; special conditions for including authorised medical physics experts; and programmes for ensuring the quality of expert supervision, and forms of such supervision.
Article 77
(Programme of radiological procedures)
(1) The programme of radiological procedures referred to in paragraph one of Article 75 shall contain:
1. a list of radiological procedures that the licence holder intends to perform, the criteria for referring to these procedures, the key elements of clinical audit and the assessment of the doses received in all standard diagnostic radiological procedures as the measure of risk due to these procedures;
a list of radiation sources that will be used;
a description of how data on conducted radiological procedures are managed and kept on file;
a quality assurance and assessment programme for radiological procedures;
a list of doctors responsible for radiological procedures;
a list of the authorised medical physics experts responsible for the optimisation of radiological procedures, the assessment of patients’ radiation exposure and the quality of radiation protection;
a list of persons performing radiological procedures.
(2) The operator of a radiation practice performed for medical purposes shall consult with an authorised medical physics expert when preparing the programme of radiological procedures. The programme of radiological procedures shall be approved, as part of the licence for radiation source use, by the authority responsible for radiation protection for no more than five years.
(3) A radiation practice operator shall enclose the programme of radiological procedures with the application for granting or extending the licence for radiation source use.
(4) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the radiological procedures for which an approved programme of radiological procedures is required and the standard diagnostic radiological procedures for which the assessment of doses received must be provided. The minister shall also prescribe the format and the scope of the programme of radiological procedures, the procedures for planning, referring, approving and performing radiological procedures, and the method and scope of reporting on patients’ exposure due to radiological procedures.
Article 78
(Authorised medical physics experts)
(1) Authorised medical physics experts shall be natural persons, who have a valid authorisation of the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(2) An authorised medical physics expert may be any individual who meets the following conditions:
is a medical physics specialist, and
has the knowledge, qualifications and experience in medical physics.
(3) The minister responsible for health shall determine in detail the conditions referred to in the preceding paragraph and appoint a special expert commission to verify compliance with these conditions.
(4) An authorisation referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be issued for no more than five years.
(5) Authorised medical physics experts shall report on their work to the authority responsible for radiation protection at least once a year, or more frequently, if the authority so requests.
(6) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall withdraw an authorisation for performing the medical physics duties, based on the opinion of the commission referred to in paragraph three of this Article, if the expert performs work unprofessionally or if they do not meet the conditions based on which the authorisation was issued. The commission shall draw up an opinion on the withdrawal of the authorisation following a targeted review carried out on the proposal of the authority responsible for radiation protection or the competent inspector.
Article 79
(Traineeship and specialisation in medical physics)
(1) A holder of a master’s degree in medical physics who has completed a traineeship with professional exam may specialise in a particular medical physics field. The specialisation shall be concluded with a specialist exam.
(2) The specialisation shall be approved by the minister responsible for health.
(3) The training of a specialty trainee shall take place at healthcare providers authorised to conduct such training by a decision of the minister responsible for health on the proposal of the authority responsible for radiation protection. The decision shall also specify the number of training positions for medical physics and the period of validity of the authorisation.
(4) The part of the traineeship programme of a holder of a masters’ degree in medical physics whose content corresponds to the content of the specialisation programme, may be counted, in full or in part, as part of the holder's specialisation programme.
(5) The head mentor shall be responsible for defining the programme of specialisation, and for monitoring the specialisation implementing it correctly. Head mentors shall be appointed by the authority responsible for radiation protection on the proposal of the authorised healthcare provider.
(6) The conditions for performing the duties of a head mentor shall be prescribed by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(7) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the content and course of the traineeship programme, including the professional exam, the content, type and duration of specialisation, the procedure for taking a specialisation exam and the procedure for appointing the examination committee.
(8) The specialisation completed abroad shall be recognised by the minister responsible for health if it complies with the requirements under this Act as to its content and duration.
(9) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the organisational, staff, material and other conditions to be met by providers of traineeship and specialisation in medical physics.
Article 80
(Register of medical physicists)
(1) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall keep and process a register of medical physics specialists and authorised medical physics experts to ensure quality assurance and assessment in procedures conducted for medical purposes, provide information to persons performing radiological procedures, ensure the supervision of the performance of authorised medical physics experts' duties, exchange information and mutually recognise authorisations with other countries, and for research and statistical processing.
(2) Entry in the register shall be made and updated at the request of a medical physicist.
(3) To keep the register of medical physicist, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall collect the following personal information:
name, and the date and place of birth;
the date of professional exam;
the date and type of completed specialisation;
the date, type and duration of the authorisation granted;
post title and workplace address.
Article 81
(Unintended exposure)
(1) A holder of a radiation practice licence shall ensure that all reasonable measures are taken to reduce the probability and the magnitude of unintended exposure while taking into account the economic and social factors.
(2) A holder of a radiation practice licence shall have in place a system for monitoring events involving an actual or potential unintended exposure. The system shall be proportionate to the risks associated with such events and shall include an analysis of these events.
(3) A holder of a radiation practice licence shall inform the referrer, the doctor responsible for the radiological procedure and the patient or their legal representative of clinically significant unintended exposures and of the findings of the analysis of such events
(4) A holder of a radiation practice licence shall immediately inform the authority responsible for radiation protection of significant unintended exposures.
(5) A holder of a radiation practice licence shall, within six months of such an event, inform the authority responsible for radiation protection of the findings of the investigation of the event and the measures taken to prevent further such events.
(6) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the criteria for determining significant unintended exposures and prescribe in detail other obligations of the licence holder concerning unintended or accidental exposures.
Article 82
(Clinical audit of procedure performance)
(1) A radiation practice operator that performs radiological procedures shall regularly make clinical audits. A clinical audit shall be made by an independent commission, appointed by the radiation practice operator on the proposal of the extended professional board in the field of the audit and approved by the authority responsible for radiation protection. The commission shall prepare a report on the findings of clinical audit.
(2) Notwithstanding the prescribed frequency of clinical audits, the radiation practice operator that performs radiological procedures shall ensure that a clinical audit is made immediately after every emergency or unintended or accidental exposure for which the authority responsible for radiation protection has ordered a clinical audit.
(3) The minister responsible for health shall prescribe the frequency, scope and method of clinical audits, the method of and time limits for reporting and the types of adverse events during rduring radiological procedures in which the authority responsible for radiation protection shall order a clinical audit.
Article 83
(Databases of doses due to radiological procedures)
(1) Databases of radiological procedures performed shall be set up and kept for the purposes of supervising the optimisation of radiological procedures, assessing the exposure of the entire population or individual groups due to radiological procedures, and for conducting scientific research and statistical analysis.
(2) The databases of radiological procedures performed shall be managed by the persons performing radiological procedures and the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(3) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall keep the central register of radiological procedures performed.
(4) The central register of radiological procedures performed shall include the following information: the name of the operator that performed the radiological procedure, the patient’s year of birth and gender, the year of the procedure, the type of the procedure, information on the procedure based on which the dose received is calculated.
(5) The radiation practice operators that perform radiological procedures shall keep the data referred to in the preceding paragraph in accordance with the regulation governing healthcare databases for the basic medical records, and report them to the central register of radiological procedures performed in the scope, form and time limits set out in the programme of radiological procedures.
(6) Any patient or their legal representative has the right to obtain the information on the doses the patient received during a radiological procedure from the doctor responsible for the radiological procedure, in the manner prescribed for the provision of information on medical records by the Act governing patients’ rights.
(7) The authority responsible for radiation protection shall exchange the aggregated data on radiological procedures performed with international institutions, professional associations and the authorities of other countries responsible for patients’ protection during radiological procedures.
3.5.3 Report on the assessment of doses received by the population
Article 84
(Report on the assessment of doses received by the population)
(1) Every year, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall draw up a report on the assessment of doses received by the population, which shall be a constituent part of the report on ionising radiation protection and nuclear safety.
(2) The report on the assessment of doses received by the population shall contain:
a realistic assessment of doses received by the population as a whole and by individual reference persons due to a radiation practice;
a definition of typical reference persons taking into account the actual transmission pathways of radioactive substances;
an assessment of doses resulting from external radiation and an assessment of doses resulting from internal radiation due to the intake of radionuclides.
(3) In making an assessment of the doses received by the population, the data from the following sources shall be used: 
the environmental radioactivity monitoring referred to in Article 159 of this Act and the monitoring in the event of increased radioactivity contamination referred to in Article 162 of this Act;
the systematic monitoring of living and working environments referred to in Articles 63 and 66 of this Act;
the operational monitoring of the radioactivity of radiation and nuclear facilities due to permitted discharges of waste radioactive substances into the environment;
the databases of personal doses of exposed workers;
the databases of the radiological procedures performed.
(4) The minister responsible for health shall determine, in relation to the report on the assessment of doses received by the population, the method of data collection, the keeping on file of documentation on dose measurements, the methodology for assessing the intake of radionuclides and radioactive contamination, and the methodology for assessing the doses received by reference persons and the population as a whole.
4. RADIATION AND NUCLEAR SAFETY
4.1 Classification of facilities
Article 85
(Classification of facilities)
(1) With regard to the required radiation or nuclear safety measures, facilities shall be classified in the following categories:
nuclear facilities,
radiation facilities,
less important radiation facilities, and
closed repositories.
(2) The Government shall determine the criteria for classifying facilities in radiation facilities and less important radiation facilities.
Article 86
(Decision on the status of a facility)
(1) In the procedure for obtaining a construction permit or an approval under Article 105 of this Act or for decommissioning, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall ex officio issue to the investor in or, for a nuclear or radiation facility, to the operator of the facility the following decisions:
a decision on the status of a nuclear, radiation or less important radiation facility before the start of the construction, issued at the same time as the opinion referred to in Articles 97 or 98 of this Act or the approval referred to in Article 105 of this Act;
a decision on the cessation of the status of a nuclear or radiation facility after the completion of the decommissioning in accordance with the procedures under this Act or after the closure of a repository referred to in Articles 103 and 106 of this Act, issued at the same time as a licence referred to in points 4, 5, 6, 7 or 9 of paragraph one of Article 109 of this Act;
a decision on the cessation of the status of a less important radiation facility after the cessation of a radiation practice in accordance with the procedures under this Act, issued at the same time as a decision referred to in Article 143 of this Act;
a decision on the status of a closed repository after the closure of a repository referred to in Articles 103 or 106 of this Act, issued at the same time as the decision on the cessation of the status of a nuclear or radiation facility referred to in indent two of this paragraph.
(2) For less important radiation facilities intended for carrying out a radiation practice in human or veterinary medicine, the decisions referred to in indents one and three of the preceding paragraph shall be issued by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
4.2 Ensuring radiation and nuclear safety
Article 87
(Prohibitions and ensuring the safety of a facility)
(1) A nuclear, radiation or less important radiation facility may not be constructed or tested, may not operate or be used in any other way and may not permanently cease to operate, if the relevant opinions, approvals or licences under this Act have not been issued.
(2) The safety of a facility referred to in the preceding paragraph, including the safe management of radiation sources, radioactive waste or spent fuel held or produced in the facility, shall be ensured by the facility operator or the radiation source user.
Article 88
(Authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts)
(1) The operators of radiation or nuclear facilities shall obtain an opinion from an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on specific radiation and nuclear safety issues.
(2) Authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts shall be legal persons that have obtained an authorisation from the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(3) The authorisation referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be issued for a particular radiation and nuclear safety field or several radiation and nuclear safety fields together and for no more than five years.
(4) Authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts shall report on their work to the authority responsible for nuclear safety once a year or more frequently if the authority so requests.
(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts shall immediately report to the authority responsible for nuclear safety any event or condition detected that could affect nuclear safety.
(6) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall withdraw the authorisation to an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert, ex officio or on the proposal of a competent inspector, if the authorised expert does not comply with the conditions based on which the authorisation was issued or if it performs the work unprofessionally.
Article 89
(Authorisation of radiation and nuclear safety experts)
(1) Legal persons shall obtain an authorisation to perform the duties of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert, if they appoint specialists responsible for particular nuclear and radiation safety fields for which they are obtaining the authorisation and among them the head specialist responsible for nuclear and radiation safety and if they meet the prescribed conditions for performing the duties of an authorised expert.
(2) The responsible nuclear and radiation safety specialist may be a person who meets the following conditions:
has completed at least a second cycle master's degree programme in technical studies or natural science or the level of education that, in accordance with the law, corresponds to this level of knowledge; and
has acquired at least seven years of work experience in radiation and nuclear safety since completing the studies.
(3) An authorised expert shall have in place a management system suitable for the type, field and scope of its work, applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of Article 93 of this Act.
(4) The verification of compliance with the conditions for carrying out the duties of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert shall be ensured by the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe the programme for verifying compliance with the conditions referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(6) The provisions applying to issuing an authorisation shall mutatis mutandis apply to the procedure for extending an authorisation.
(7) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail the records of authorised experts, the method and scope of reporting, the form and the content of an expert opinion and other conditions that authorised experts for a particular field of radiation and nuclear safety must meet in relation to assessing radiation and nuclear safety.
Article 90
(Use of experiences gained during operational events)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall ensure that programmes for monitoring operating experience in radiation or nuclear facilities are carried out.
(2) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall take the findings of the programmes referred to in the preceding paragraph into account in assessing, verifying and improving radiation and nuclear safety.
(3) The minister responsible for the environment shall determine the content of programmes and the method and frequency of reporting on the implementation of programmes for monitoring operational experiences in radiation or nuclear facilities.
Article 91
(Provision of financial resources and guarantees)
(1) In order to carry out the prescribed radiation and nuclear safety measures, including to cover all the costs of managing radioactive waste and spent fuel generated during the operation of the facility and its decommissioning, the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall have sufficient financial resources secured throughout the service life of the facility and until the completion of decommissioning and, if the facility is a repository, also for its long-term monitoring after closure.
(2) The financial resources referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be provided to the facility operator by the owner of the radiation or nuclear facility, in the amount of all the operational costs and costs for major maintenance, including investment in technological renovation related to radiation or nuclear safety measures.
(3) The user of a high-activity radiation source shall have secured financial resources for the safe management of sources when they cease to be used if the user winds up its business or becomes long-term insolvent.
(4) In the procedures for obtaining a commissioning approval referred to in Article 108 of this Act, a licence for the operation of a radiation or nuclear facility referred to in Article 109 of this Act and the approval of the report on periodic safety review referred to in Article 114 of this Act, the operator referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall submit to the authority responsible for nuclear safety proof of guarantees for the financial resources necessary to shut down and decommission a radiation or nuclear facility due to the bankruptcy or liquidation of the operator or the operator’s failure to implement radiation or nuclear safety measures.
(5) In the procedure for obtaining a radiation practice licence, the user referred to in paragraph three of this Article shall submit to the competent authority proof of guarantees for the financial resources necessary for the safe management of the high-activity radiation source when it is ceased to be used because the user wound up its business or became long-term insolvent.
(6) The operator referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall provide the guarantees referred to in paragraph four of this Article in the amount determined in the programme for decommissioning the radiation or nuclear facility concerned.
(7) The user referred to in paragraph three of this Article shall provide the guarantees referred to in paragraph five of this Article in the amount sufficient to cover the costs in accordance with the valid price list of the services of the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management.
(8) The operator referred to in paragraph one or the user referred to in paragraph three of this Article shall provide the guarantees for financial resources referred to in the preceding two paragraphs in the form of insurance, first-call bank guarantee or other financial guarantee and maintain them throughout the service life of the facility or until the high-activity radiation source is handed over to the provider of the obligatory SGEI of radioactive waste management or another holder of radiation practice licence or returned to the manufacturer or supplier.
(9) The insurance company or other financial guarantor shall not suspend or cancel the insurance or other guarantees for financial resources referred to in the preceding paragraph without at least three months' notice to the operator referred to in paragraph one or user referred to in paragraph three of this Article and to the competent authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act.
(10) The competent authority shall invoke guarantees for financial resources, if the subsidiary state action is necessary to cover the costs of shutting down a radiation or nuclear facility and potentially decommission it or for the safe management of a radiation source, if the user winds up its business or becomes long-term insolvent:
when the decision of the competent court to initiate bankruptcy proceedings against the operator or user becomes final;
when the decision withdrawing the licence to use a radiation source under Article 140 of this Act or ordering the shutdown of a facility under Article 141 of this Act because the user or operator failed to implement radiation and nuclear safety measures becomes final.
(11) If the construction of a repository or the decommissioning of a nuclear facility is funded from a dedicated fund established by the law, the financial resources referred to in paragraph one of this Article required to shut down and decommission the facility shall be provided in accordance with the regulations on financing the decommissioning of nuclear facilities and the construction of radioactive waste repositories, and the guarantees referred to in paragraph four of this Article shall not be necessary.
(12) For operators referred to in paragraph one and users referred to in paragraph three of this Article, the guarantees referred to in the paragraphs five and six of this Article shall not be necessary for their non-commercial activities or activities that represent the provision of public service or the exercise of public authority.
Article 92
(Qualifications of workers)
(1) In all stages of a facility, from the siting, project design, construction, commissioning and operation, cessation of operation and completion of decommissioning of a radiation or nuclear facility, the investor and subsequently the operator shall ensure it has a sufficient number of workers with appropriate knowledge and skills who are qualified and additionally trained to carry out all activities concerning radiation and nuclear safety with regard to the stage of the facility. The operator shall ensure that workers have appropriate attitude towards radiation and nuclear safety.
(2) The duties of managing the technological process in the facility referred to in the preceding paragraph and the supervision of this management may be carried out by workers who meet the prescribed conditions regarding their professional competence, psychophysical characteristics and addiction to alcohol, drugs or other psychoactive substances.
(3) The employer shall ensure that the professional knowledge of the workers referred to in the preceding paragraph is regularly refreshed and examine their competence, psychophysical characteristics and addiction to alcohol, drugs or other psychoactive substances.
(4) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall keep records of completed training, including the assessments of professional competence achieved with regard to the requirements of the post concerned for each worker referred to in paragraph two of this Article. The operator shall keep these records on file for one additional year after the worker ceased to work for the operator.
(5) For every nuclear or radiation facility, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall keep a record of persons whose professional competence has been examined and who meet the conditions to carry out certain duties and have been granted a license, and of persons whose license has been terminated or withdrawn.
(6) The competent authority shall keep databases referred to in the preceding paragraph to ensure there is a sufficient number of workers with appropriate knowledge and skills who are qualified and additionally trained to carry out all activities related to the radiation and nuclear safety of the facility and to determine compliance with the prescribed conditions concerning education qualifications, professional competence and medical fitness for work of workers referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
(7) The records of persons referred to in paragraph five of this Article shall contain the following data:
1. name,
the date and place of birth,
licence number,
the date of obtaining the first licence,
the dates of all subsequent extensions of the licence,
the type of valid licence,
the date of termination or any withdrawal of the licence,
medical fitness for work,
prescribed education qualifications,
professional competence.
(8) The data referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be kept for the duration of the work referred to in paragraph one of this Article and for a further five years after the termination or withdrawal of the licence.
(9) A worker demonstrates compliance with the conditions to perform duties referred to in paragraph two of this Article with a licence to perform these duties issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety for no more than five years.
(10) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall appoint a special expert commission to verify if workers comply with the prescribed conditions for performing the duties referred to in paragraph two of this Article.
(11) For verifying compliance with the prescribed conditions, the commission referred to in the preceding paragraph may obtain from the authority responsible for nuclear safety personal data referred to in paragraph seven of this Article; no further use of personal data made known to the members of the commission shall be permitted.
(12) The licence to perform the duties referred to in paragraph two of this Article shall be issued for a definite period based on the report of the commission on the verification of compliance with the prescribed conditions on successful completion of the verification of the worker as regards the conditions for performing the duties referred to in paragraph two of this Article.
(13) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall withdraw a licence to perform the duties referred to in paragraph two of this Article, if the commission on the verification of compliance with the prescribed conditions finds, during a regular review or a targeted review conducted on the proposal of the competent inspector, that the worker no longer complies with conditions based on which the licence was issued.
(14) The minister responsible for the environment, in agreement with the minister responsible for health, shall prescribe the duties for which workers must meet the conditions referred to in paragraph two of this Article, and determine in detail the conditions regarding professional competence, psychophysical characteristics and addiction to alcohol, drugs or other psychoactive substances, the method of verifying compliance with these conditions, the frequency of regular verifications and the composition of the commission on the verification of compliance with the prescribed conditions.
Article 93
(Management system)
(1) The investor in or the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall ensure that the facility is managed safely and in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
(2) The investor in or the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall establish, implement, assess and continually improve the management system that ensures appropriate compliance with the requirements concerning radiation and nuclear safety, nuclear protection, emergency preparedness, health, the environment, the security of information systems and data, quality and efficiency, and ensure that safety aspects are appropriately considered in every activity of the radiation or nuclear facility operator.
(3) The facility investor or operator referred to in the preceding paragraph shall describe the management system in the management system documents.
(4) The investor in or the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall ensure that the attitude and behaviour of employees in its organisation is such as to result in good safety and security cultures. Safety culture and security culture must be included in the management system. The operator shall check the adequacy and efficiency of safety culture and security culture with self-assessment and regular reviews of the management system.
(5) The investor in or the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall set up as part of its management system the control of equipment suppliers and contractors with regard to their significance for radiation and nuclear safety. Verified and approved suppliers and contractors shall be included in the list of approved suppliers.
(6) The investor in or the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall set up as part of its management system the control of contractors and ensure that the works are performed by companies that have in place a management system and employ qualified and experienced workers in the specialist field of works contracted.
(7) The investor in or the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall set up as part of its management system procedures ensuring that only the equipment complying with the applicable standards, specifications or technical requirements enters or is installed in the facility.
(8) The minister responsible for the environment shall determine detailed requirements regarding the management system and the content and the form of the management system documentation.
Article 94
(Management system of the authority responsible for nuclear safety)
The provisions of the preceding paragraph on setting up, implementing, assessing and continuously improving the management system shall also apply mutatis mutandis to the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
4.3 Land use
Article 95
(Siting of a nuclear facility)
(1) In order to site a nuclear facility, a strategic environmental impact assessment and an environmental impact assessment shall be carried out.
(2) Regional spatial plans envisaging a nuclear facility shall require the obtaining of expert bases and an opinion of the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(3) In preparing the expert bases for a regional spatial plan referred to in the preceding paragraph, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall propose the content that must be included in the environmental report in the part concerning nuclear and radiation safety.
(4) The national spatial plans that include a plan for a nuclear facility or the joint procedure under the Act governing spatial management shall require the obtaining of the guidelines and opinion of the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(5) In preparing the guidelines referred to in the preceding paragraph, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall propose the scope and precision of the information that must be included in the environmental report in the part concerning nuclear and radiation safety and determine the permitted levels of environmental burden due to radiation.
(6) In the part concerning nuclear and radiation safety, the environmental report shall evaluate the following:
all the factors in the area where the nuclear facility is to be sited that could affect the nuclear and radiation safety of the facility during its service life and decommissioning, and for a repository also after its closure;
the effects of the operation or decommissioning of a facility on the population and the environment, and for a repository also the effects after its closure.
(7) In order to obtain an opinion of the authority responsible for nuclear safety on the variant study and on the environmental report, an expert opinion on the acceptability of the variants or the proposed most suitable variant, if the joint procedure under the Act governing spatial management in terms of radiation and nuclear safety is implemented, and on the acceptability of the impact on the environment and the population during the facility's service life and decommissioning, and for a repository also after its closure, shall be submitted in addition to the content prescribed by the Act governing spatial management.
(8) In order to obtain an opinion of the authority responsible for nuclear safety on the proposal for the national spatial plan and on the environmental report, an expert opinion on the acceptability of the planned construction project in terms of nuclear and radiation safety shall be submitted in addition to the content prescribed by the Act governing spatial management.
(9) In the opinion referred to in the preceding paragraph, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall also determine the design conditions in accordance with the regulations governing construction.
Article 96
(Municipal spatial plans)
(1) In accordance with the Act governing spatial management, the drafter of a municipal or a detailed municipal spatial plan shall take into account the areas of restricted land use due to a nuclear facility, where land use is restricted due to measures for ensuring the radiation or nuclear safety of the nuclear facility, and the restrictions on the use of the land concerned.
(2) In preparing the decision on the drafting and amending a municipal spatial plan, the guidelines and opinion of the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall be obtained for any municipal or detailed municipal spatial plans envisaging land use in an area of restricted land use due to radiation and nuclear safety measures.
4.4 Construction projects or mining works
Article 97
(Opinions on construction projects affecting nuclear safety)
(1) In the procedure for obtaining a construction permit under the Act governing construction for a construction project requiring radiation and nuclear safety measures, or in the procedure for obtaining an integrated permit under the Act governing spatial management, the investor or the administrative authority responsible for construction shall obtain an opinion of the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(2) The construction project referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be:
the construction of a nuclear facility in accordance with the provisions of the Act governing construction;
the construction or a change in the intended use of a structure within the area of a nuclear facility;
the construction or a change in the intended use of a structure in the area of restricted land use of a nuclear facility that effects nuclear safety.
(3) To obtain an opinion referred to in paragraph one of this Act in the integrated procedure for issuing a construction permit, as provided by the Act governing construction, or in the procedure for issuing an integrated permit under the Act governing spatial management, the expert opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert referred to in paragraph one of Article 101 of this Act shall also contain the opinion on the acceptability of the intended construction project in terms of radiation and nuclear safety and on the adequacy of the report on the impact on the environment and the population during the facility's service life and decommissioning, and for a repository also after its closure.
(4) For the construction of a nuclear facility, the conditions, scope and content of environmental impact report in the part concerning radiation and nuclear safety shall be determined by the authority responsible for issuing environmental approvals on the proposal of the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(5) For the construction of a new nuclear facility, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall prescribe, in its opinion referred to in paragraph one of this Article, the extent of the area of restricted land use due to radiation and nuclear safety measures and the restrictions on land use in such an area.
(6) The Government shall determine the criteria for designating areas of restricted land use due to a nuclear facility, the criteria for prohibiting construction projects in these areas, and the types of structures that may be built in these areas and for which the opinion of the authority for nuclear safety shall be enclosed with a construction permit application.
Article 98
(Opinions on construction projects affecting radiation safety)
(1) In the procedure for obtaining a construction permit for a construction project requiring radiation safety measures, the investor or the authority responsible for construction shall obtain the opinion of the authority responsible for nuclear safety except for a less important radiation facility intended for radiation practice in human and veterinary medicine, in which case the opinion of the authority responsible for radiation protection shall be obtained.
(2) The construction project referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be:
the construction of a radiation facility in accordance with the provisions of the Act governing construction;
the construction of a less important radiation facility;
the construction or a change in the intended use of a structure within the area of a radiation facility.
Article 99
(Design conditions for construction projects affecting radiation and nuclear safety)
(1) For construction projects referred to in Articles 97, 98 and 105 of this Act, for which the authority responsible for issuing an opinion under this Act has not delivered the opinion and design conditions referred to in Article 95 of this Act, the investor shall obtain the design conditions.
(2) The authority responsible for nuclear safety or the authority responsible for radiation protection shall issue the design conditions referred to in paragraph one of this Article within 60 days, except for construction projects referred to in indent three of paragraph two of Article 97 of this Act, for which the design conditions must be issued within 30 days.
Article 100
(Design bases for a radiation or nuclear facility)
(1) An investor planning to construct a new radiation or nuclear facility shall prepare design bases for the facility as part of:
the environmental report in the procedure for drafting the national spatial plan referred to in Article 95 of this Act,
the environmental impact report in the procedure for obtaining an opinion on nuclear and radiation safety referred to in Articles 97 or 98 of this Act, or
the safety report in all subsequent procedures referred to in Article 101 of this Act.
(2) Design bases shall provide preventive and, if these fail, protective measures against consequences that could arise due to transient phenomena and design-basis accidents. Design solutions and measures shall ensure that the doses of radiation that would be received by the population in the vicinity of the facility and the employees in the facility do not exceed the prescribed values or are as low as possible.
(3) To prevent the discharge of radioactive substances and provide protection against it, the principle of defence in depth shall be applied so that the design provides a set of physical barriers and safety measures that contribute to effectively limiting the spreading of radioactive substances from the facility.
(4) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail the conditions to be met by design bases for a radiation or nuclear facility, and the method of their preparation and maintenance.
Article 101
(Safety report)
(1) An investor planning to construct a new radiation or nuclear facility or to carry out mining works shall enclose with the application for an opinion referred to in Articles 97 or 98 of this Act or the approval referred to in Article 105 of this Act project design documents, a safety report and the opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on the radiation and nuclear safety of the facility based on all the enclosed documents.
(2) A safety report for a facility being constructed must present:
1. the design bases for the facility and fundamental safety solutions;
the location of the facility, including an analysis of the location in terms of radiation and nuclear safety;
the technical characteristics of the facility, including a description of radioactive substances or nuclear materials and other radiation sources;
the essential elements of radiation protection set out in the radiation protection assessment;
the assessment of the exposure of the population and the environment;
the organisation of work, including professional training programmes and the organisation of radiation protection;
the management of radioactive waste and spent fuel;
the physical protection of the facility;
the emergency plan of the facility in accordance with the regulations on the protection against natural and other disasters, or the emergency instructions for the facility, if it is a facility for which an emergency plan is not necessary pursuant to the regulations on the protection against natural and other disasters;
the commissioning programme in the case of facility construction;
the safety analysis, operational limits and conditions for safe operation during the commissioning and the regular operation;
the management system;
the planned discharges of radioactive substances into the environment;
the programme of meteorological measurements and pre-operational and operational monitoring of radioactivity;
the planned decommissioning of the facility;
in the case of a repository, the description of the facility and the plan for the long-term monitoring after its closure.
(3) A person intending to construct a facility shall ensure that the safety report is updated if the conditions to which the safety report applies change during the construction or commissioning of the facility.
(4) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall approve the safety report and the documents referred to in paragraph one of this Article in the procedure for issuing an opinion referred to in Articles 97 or 98 of this Act or an approval referred to in Article 105 of this Act.
(5) If the application referred to in paragraph one of this Article refers to construction or other works on an existing radiation or nuclear facility, its reconstruction or extension, the operator shall enclose project design documents and a proposal for any changes to the safety report with the application for an opinion on the construction project. In such case the construction project shall be considered as a modification referred to in Article 116 of this Act and before introducing it, the operator shall obtain a safety assessment and any approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(6) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail the content of the safety report and of the documents referred in paragraphs one and five of this Article that shall be approved by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, and the content of other documents that are only to be enclosed with the application.
Article 102
(Physical protection plan)
The investor shall enclose with the safety report referred to in the preceding Article the physical protection plan referred to in Article 145 of this Act, as a separate and classified document in accordance with the regulations on classified information.
Article 103
(Disposal of radioactive waste)
(1) Safety analyses shall be conducted for any repository to assess all possible risks arising from radioactive waste and the exposure of workers and the population during the repository's operation and after its closure, during its maintenance and during the long-term monitoring and maintenance of the closed repository.
(2) The plan for the long-term monitoring and maintenance of the repository after its closure shall indicate:
the scope and content of the radioactivity monitoring of the closed repository referred to in Article 158 of this Act and of the monitoring of natural phenomena affecting the long-term stability of the repository and the functioning of its parts;
the criteria for deciding on maintenance work at a closed repository based on the results of the radioactivity monitoring referred to in the preceding indent and inspections of the closed repository.
(3) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall approve the plan for the long-term monitoring and maintenance of a closed repository in the procedure for issuing the opinion on the construction project referred to in Article 97 of this Act and the procedure for issuing a licence to close the repository referred to in Article 109 of this Act.
Article 104
(Other regulations and guidelines)
(1) The minister responsible for the environment or the minister responsible for health, alone or in agreement with other competent ministers if the content of the regulation also applies to their remit, shall define design principles, the method of preparing design bases, the rules of conduct, technical requirements and other forms of mandatory conduct relating to radiation and nuclear safety for radiation and nuclear facilities and for less important radiation facilities.
(2) The authority responsible for nuclear safety and the authority responsible for radiation protection, together or individually, shall publish non-binding instructions, recommendations or practical guidelines relating to nuclear safety and radiation protection online or in other appropriate manner.
Article 105
(Mining works approval)
(1) Prior to obtaining a licence to extract or cease to extract nuclear minerals and carry out related construction works pursuant to the Act governing mining, the investor shall obtain an approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(2) An application for an approval referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be accompanied by, in particular:
the documentation laid down by regulations governing mining;
the safety report referred to in Article 101 of this Act demonstrating that the regulations governing radiation safety have been complied with in planning the mining works;
for a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings, also the plan for the long-term monitoring after the repository's closure;
an opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on the radiation and nuclear safety of the facility.
Article 106
(Repositories for mining and hydrometallurgical tailings)
(1) In addition to the documents referred to in paragraph two of the preceding Article, an application for an approval of the construction of a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings generated in the extraction of nuclear minerals shall also be accompanied by a certified document on the free transfer of ownership of the land in the disposal area to the ownership of the state, and the plan for this transfer.
(2) The safety report on a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings shall assess all possible risks due to the deposited radioactive substances, as well as the exposure of the population and of the exposed workers working at the repository during its operation and after its closure.
(3) The plan for the long-term monitoring of a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings shall indicate:
the scope and content of the radioactivity monitoring of the closed repository and of the monitoring of natural phenomena affecting the long-term stability of the closed repository and the functioning of its parts;
the criteria for deciding on maintenance work at a closed repository based on the results of the radioactivity monitoring referred to in the preceding indent and inspections of the closed repository.
(4) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall approve the plan for the long-term monitoring of a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings in the procedure for issuing an approval referred to in Article 105 of this Act and in the procedure for issuing a licence to close the repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings referred to in Article 109 of this Act.
(5) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall prescribe in detail the content of the safety report and the plan for the long-term monitoring of a repository in the procedure for issuing the approval referred to in Article 105 of this Act.
Article 107
(Issuing of opinions and approvals)
(1) Opinions referred to in Articles 97 or 98 of this Act and approvals referred to in Article 105 of this Act shall be issued within 90 days of the receipt of a complete application, except for construction projects referred to in indent three of paragraph two of Article 97 of this Act for which an opinion shall be issued within 30 days.
(2) An opinion on the construction of a facility may also define the conditions, method and duration of commissioning.
(3) An opinion referred to in paragraph one of this Article for the construction of a new nuclear power plant or radioactive waste repository shall be issued within 24 months.
(4) The authority responsible for nuclear safety may grant the investor in the construction of a nuclear power plant or radioactive waste repository a request for:
dividing the contents required to demonstrate compliance with the conditions for obtaining the opinion referred to in paragraph one of this Article in completed thematic sections;
determining the scope of documentation for a particular thematic section;
determining the time limits for delivering documentation and the opinions of authorised radiation and nuclear protection experts required for issuing preliminary opinions on individual thematic sections;
determining the time limits for issuing preliminary opinions on individual thematic sections and the final opinion.
(5) At the request of the investor, the authority responsible for nuclear safety may extend the time limits referred to in indents three and four of the preceding paragraph.
(6) In cases referred to in paragraph four of this Article, positive preliminary opinions are prerequisite for the final opinion referred to in Articles 97 and 98 of this Act. In preparing the final opinion, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall assess the mutual complementarity of individual thematic sections for which preliminary opinions have already been issued and comprehensively assess compliance with all the conditions for ensuring nuclear and radiation safety of the facility.
(7) An opinion or approval shall cease to be valid, if the construction or decommissioning of the facility referred to in Articles 97 and 98 of this Act or the mining work referred to in Article 105 of this Act had not started within three years of the day on which the opinion or approval became final.
(8) An opinion or approval may be extended for no more than 24 months on an application by the holder, if all the conditions for its issuing are met.
4.5 Commissioning of radiation and nuclear facilities
Article 108
(Commissioning of radiation and nuclear facilities)
(1) When its construction is completed, any radiation or nuclear facility shall undergo a commissioning.
(2) An approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall be obtained to start the commissioning of a radiation or nuclear facility.
(3) An application for an approval for the start of commissioning shall be accompanied by a safety report, which must be updated in accordance with any modifications that occurred during the construction, an opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on the radiation and nuclear safety of the facility, and other prescribed documents.
(4) The safety report and the documents referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be approved by the authority responsible for nuclear safety in the procedure for issuing the approval for the start of commissioning.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail the content of the application for an approval for the start of commissioning and the content of the documents referred to in paragraph three of this Article.
(6) The ministry responsible for construction shall approve a commissioning for a fixed period, which may not be longer than two years.
(7) A commissioning approval may be extended for no more than six months on an application by the holder, if all the conditions for issuing the approval are met after the approval expires.
(8) There shall be no appeal against a refusal or granting of an approval for the start of commissioning.
4.6 Operation of radiation and nuclear facilities
Article 109
(Licences for operation, decommissioning, disposal and repository closure)
(1) A facility investor or operator that intends to:
1. start or cease the operation of a nuclear facility;
start or cease the operation of a radiation facility;
start the disposal of radioactive waste in a radioactive waste repository;
close a radioactive waste repository;
start or conclude the decommissioning of a nuclear facility;
start or conclude the decommissioning of a radiation facility;
conclude the mining works to cease the extraction of nuclear minerals;
start the disposal of mining or hydrometallurgical tailings, generated in the extraction of nuclear minerals;
close a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings, generated in the extraction of nuclear minerals;
store fresh fuel on the construction site of a nuclear power plant or research reactor; shall obtain a licence from the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(2) A licence for the operation or the completion of decommissioning of a facility, or disposal or closure referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be issued:
1. for the start of operation referred to in points 1 and 2 or the start of disposal referred to in points 3 and 8 of the preceding paragraph, when an operating licence issued in accordance with the regulations governing construction is obtained;
for a shutdown referred to in points 1 and 2 or a repository closure referred to in point 4 of the preceding paragraph, when all the conditions for shutting down a facility or repository are met;
for the decommissioning of a facility referred to in points 5 and 6 of the preceding paragraph, when all the conditions for the decommissioning of a facility are met;
for the cessation of mining works referred to in point 7 or a repository closure referred to in point 9 of the preceding paragraph, when all the conditions for the completion of mining works are met;
for the storage of fresh fuel referred to in point 10 of the preceding paragraph, when an operating permit issued in accordance with the regulations governing construction is obtained for the facility for the storage of fresh fuel.
(3) The conditions referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be determined by the authority responsible for nuclear safety in the opinions referred to in Articles 97 and 98 of this Act or approvals referred to in Articles 105 or 106 of this Act.
(4) In case of a radiation or nuclear facility, it shall be deemed that by obtaining an opinion or approval referred to in the preceding Article or a licence referred to in this Article, the instructions determining the rules for use, operation and maintenance of the facility in accordance with regulations governing construction have been drawn up.
(5) When the mining works carried out during the construction of facilities that are considered nuclear facilities under this Act are concluded, the licence referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be prerequisite to obtain a decision on the termination of rights and obligations under the Act governing mining.
Article 110
(Application for a licence)
(1) An application for a licence referred to in the preceding Article shall be accompanied by a safety report, an opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on the radiation and nuclear safety of the facility, and other prescribed documents referred to in paragraph five of this Article.
(2) In case of the decommissioning of a facility, the content of the safety report shall refer to the decommissioning of the facility and related radiation and nuclear safety measures.
(3) The safety report shall be updated in accordance with the modifications that occurred during commissioning and during construction or decommissioning of the facility or, in case of the exploitation or cessation of exploitation of nuclear minerals, during mining works.
(4) The licence shall be issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety within 90 days of receiving a complete application if it establishes from the submitted reports, plans and other documents and from the information on the commissioning that all the conditions for radiation and nuclear safety are met.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail the content of a licence application and of the documents referred to in paragraph one this Article, which shall be approved by the authority responsible for nuclear safety in the procedure for issuing the licence, as well as the content of other documents that must be enclosed with the application, depending on the level of risks for a particular group of facilities.
Article 111
(Operation of a facility)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall ensure that during the facility's service life:
1. the facility operates or is undergoing commissioning in accordance with the approved operational limits and conditions;
the written procedures for operation, commissioning, cessation of operation or decommissioning of the facility are used, which should cover every facility condition foreseen in the safety report;
its own and foreign operational experiences are monitored and applied to plan and implement safety improvements;
the operational indicators of the safety and operation of the facility are monitored and used to improve operational safety;
the aging processes in equipment are monitored and measures taken to reduce or eliminate the effects of these processes;
the facility's systems and components are maintained, inspected and tested thus ensuring their availability, reliability and ability to fulfil their functions;
the safety report is regularly updated so that it includes every modification of the facility;
if the facility is a nuclear power plant, after the completion of any maintenance works with refuelling, an opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert referred to in Article 88 of this Act is obtained regarding radiation safety during and after these works;
a plan for the optimisation of radiation protection is in place, and implemented, regularly reviewed and updated;
equipment is brought or installed in the radiation or nuclear facility and equipment suppliers and contractors controlled in accordance with the provisions of Article 93 of this Act;
safety analyses are used to verify the facility's safety;
an emergency plan or instructions are in place and implemented when necessary, which shall be harmonised and implemented in cooperation with other authorities and organisations responsible for taking action in the event of a nuclear or radiological accident;
training and upskilling is provided for employees and outside workers in the radiation or nuclear facility;
radioactive waste is managed so as to generate as little radioactive waste and discharges thereof into the environment as possible in terms of activity and scope, and so that it is processed and stored in a way suitable for disposal and compliant with the national radioactive waste and spent fuel management programme;
radioactivity monitoring is provided in the vicinity of the radiation or nuclear facility.
(2) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail the requirements for the operation and commissioning of a nuclear or radiation facility, the use of written procedures, the monitoring of operational experience, the monitoring of operational indicators, the monitoring of aging processes and implementation of measures to reduce or eliminate the effects of these processes, the maintenance, inspection and testing of facility’s systems and components, the updating of the safety report, the entry or installation of equipment, the control over equipment suppliers and contractors, the content, quality and method of use of safety analyses, the provision of training and upskilling for employees and outside workers in a facility, the management of radioactive waste and the provision of operational monitoring of radioactivity in the vicinity of a radiation or nuclear facility.
(3) Detailed requirements for drawing up emergency plans for nuclear and radiation facilities shall be defined in the regulation governing the content and making of emergency plans.
Article 112
(Periodic safety review)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall ensure regular, comprehensive and systematic assessment and verification of the facility's radiation or nuclear safety by performing periodic safety reviews.
(2) A periodic safety review of a radiation or nuclear facility shall also include the review of the radiation protection assessment referred to in Article 41 of this Act.
(3) No later than 40 months before the expiry of the operating license, the facility operator shall submit the content, scope and implementation schedule of the periodic safety review to the authority responsible for nuclear safety for approval.
(4) During a periodic safety review, the facility operator shall report on the progress and performance of the review to the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment shall determine the frequency, content, scope and duration criteria and the method of performing periodic safety reviews and the manner of reporting on such reviews.
Article 113
(Special safety review and special measures)
(1) The regulation referred to in paragraph five of the preceding Article shall also prescribe cases in which the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall order that a special safety review or measures for improving radiation and nuclear safety be carried out if it has new and important evidence on the radiation or nuclear safety of the facility.
(2) In the decision by which it orders that a special safety review or measures referred to in the preceding paragraph be carried out, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall determine the content, scope and time limits for the implementation thereof and the method of reporting. It shall also assess the impact on radiation or nuclear safety and may prescribe a temporary amendment to the operating licence for the radiation or nuclear facility.
(3) There shall be no appeal against the decision on the special safety review referred to in the preceding paragraph.
Article 114
(Report on a periodic or special safety review)
(1) Facility operators shall draw up reports on periodic safety reviews referred to in Article 112 of this Act and special safety reviews referred to in the preceding paragraph and submit them to the authority responsible for nuclear safety for approval.
(2) If it follows from a report referred to in the preceding paragraph that modifications must be made to improve radiation or nuclear safety, the facility operator shall draw up a proposal for such modifications and proceed as provided in Articles 116 and 117 of this Act.
(3) The facility operator shall enclose with an application for the approval of the report referred in the paragraph one of this Article an opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on the implementation and results of the periodic safety review, and on the impact of the proposed measures on the radiation and nuclear safety of the facility.
(4) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall approve the report referred to in paragraph one of this Article within 60 days of receiving a complete application.
(5) The facility operator shall implement the modifications referred to in paragraph two of this Article within five years of the decision referred to in the preceding paragraph of this Article becoming final.
(6) On a proposal of the facility operator, the authority responsible for nuclear safety may exceptionally extend the time limit referred to in the preceding paragraph for individual modifications for no more than three years.
(7) The approved report on the periodic safety review shall be the condition for renewing the licence for the operation of the facility referred to in Article 109 of this Act.
Article 115
(Extended design bases for a nuclear facility)
(1) The investor in or operator of a nuclear facility shall determine extended design bases for the facility when preparing the design bases referred to in Article 100 of this Act and in the event of new knowledge on the radiation or nuclear safety of the facility, changes in the location conditions or for other reasons indicating that the already attained levels of facility's safety can be improved.
(2) The extended design bases referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be prepared based on an expert assessment and deterministic or probabilistic analyses, in which realistic assumptions may also be used.
(3) The extended design bases referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall ensure the facility's resilience so that the probability of significant discharges of radioactive substances into the environment in the event of an emergency assumed in the extended design bases, or of an internal or external danger is reasonably low.
(4) The extended design bases for a facility shall be systematically determined and documented as part of the safety report on the facility.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment shall determine the scope, methodology of preparation and other conditions concerning the extended design bases for a nuclear facility.
Article 116
(Approval of modifications)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall assess any intended modification related to the facility or the method of its management or operation, including maintenance works, inspection, testing or the introduction of a technical, organisational or any other modification relating thereto (hereinafter: modification), that affects or could indirectly affect the content of the safety report, in terms of the significance of such modification for radiation or nuclear safety while applying safety analyses.
(2) Modifications referred to in the preceding paragraph may be temporary or permanent.
(3) In terms of their significance for radiation or nuclear safety, the modifications may be:
modifications of which the authority responsible for nuclear safety must only be informed;
modifications whose implementation must be notified to the authority responsible for nuclear safety;
modifications significant for radiation or nuclear safety and for whose implementation an approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety must be obtained.
(4) The facility operator shall enclose with the proposal for modifications referred to in indent three of the preceding paragraph a proposal for the amendments to the safety analysis report, the assessment referred to in paragraph one of this Article and an expert opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on the impact of the modifications on radiation and nuclear safety of the facility.
(5) The facility operator shall enclose with the proposal for modifications referred to in indent two of paragraph three of this Article the assessment referred to in paragraph one of this Article and a proposal of any amendments to the safety report. The facility operator may start to introduce the proposed modifications referred to in indent two of paragraph three of this Article when, based on the assessment referred to in paragraph one of this Article, the authority responsible for nuclear safety confirms in writing that it is not necessary to obtain an approval for the modifications.
(6) If the facility operator introduces modifications based on the information on proposed modifications referred to in indent one of paragraph three of this Article, it shall notify the authority responsible for nuclear safety of the implemented modifications no later than 12 months after the completion of works.
(7) No later than 12 months after the completion of works, the facility operator shall also send to the authority responsible for nuclear safety the amendment to the safety report.
(8) The minister responsible for the environment shall determine the methodology for assessing and classifying modifications, the method and form of informing of or notifying modifications or applying for the approval of modifications, the requirements for determining, marking and considering temporary modifications, the requirements concerning the use of safety analyses and the requirements concerning the method of implementing modifications.
Article 117
(Approval of significant modifications)
(1) If the evidence presented shows that conditions for radiation or nuclear safety are met, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall approve the proposal for modifications referred to in indent three of paragraph three of the preceding Article within 90 days of receiving a complete application by way of a decision, by which it shall also order the making of the amendments to the safety report and, if necessary, determine the method, scope and time limits for introducing the modifications referred to in the safety report.
(2) The facility operator shall start introducing the modifications referred to in the preceding paragraph when the authority responsible for nuclear safety approves the amendments to the safety report.
(3) In the application for the approval of modifications, the operator may ask to carry out particular works in preparation for introducing the modifications before the proposal for the changes referred to in paragraph one of this Article is approved. The operator shall make the assessment referred to in paragraph one of the preceding Article for such works and submit it together with the application for approval of the modifications. If the evidence presented shows that execution of the works does not change the conditions and descriptions in the safety report and that radiation and nuclear safety would not be threatened either during such works or in the event of a refusal of the proposed modifications, the authority responsible for nuclear safety may approve such works by way of an interim decision before an expert opinion of and authorised expert referred to in paragraph four of the preceding Article is obtained.
(4) If new circumstances arise after the approval of modifications referred to in paragraph one of this Article, due to which the introduction of these modifications would be inappropriate or would have a negative impact on radiation or nuclear safety, the authority responsible for nuclear safety may revoke the approval of these modifications.
(5) There shall be no appeal against a decision rejecting or approving proposed modifications that are relevant to radiation or nuclear safety.
Article 118
(Temporary exceedance of operational limits and conditions)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility may request for the approval of a temporary exceedance of the operational limits and conditions referred to in point 1 of paragraph one of Article 111 of this Act if the health or safety of the population or the staff in the facility would otherwise be threatened.
(2) The authority responsible for nuclear safety must forthwith consider the application referred to in the preceding paragraph and decide on it as soon as possible, stipulating the shortest possible time of validity of the potential approval of the exceedance of operational limits and conditions.
(3) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe in detail the requirements concerning the circumstances referred to in paragraph one of this Article in which the facility operator may request a temporary exceedance of operational limits and conditions, and the form and content of the application referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
Article 119
(Special review of the safety report)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall assess and verify the safety of the facility and ensure that the safety report’s compliance with the conclusions of the safety assessment and verification is reviewed:
immediately after an emergency at the facility, and
after the completion of remediation works to remedy the consequences of an emergency.
(2) The safety assessment and verification referred to in the preceding paragraph shall contain a description of the fundamental causes of the emergency and a proposal for their elimination or remediation of their consequences.
(3) If it follows from the safety assessment and verification that modifications must be made to improve radiation or nuclear safety, the facility operator shall draw up a proposal for the modifications and amendments to the safety report and proceed as provided in Articles 116 and 117 of this Act.
(4) The facility operator shall report to the authority responsible for nuclear safety on the results of the safety assessment and verification. An approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety on this report is a prerequisite for restarting the operation of a radiation or nuclear facility.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment shall define the methodology for assessing and verifying safety referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
Article 120
(Reporting on the operation of facilities)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall regularly report to the authority responsible for nuclear safety on the operation of the facility.
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding Article, the facility operator shall submit to the authority responsible for nuclear safety special reports on any:
1. equipment faults that could cause an emergency, emergencies and measures taken to remedy the consequences of faults or emergencies;
mistakes made by workers while managing or operating the facility which could cause an emergency;
departure from operational limits and conditions;
other events or operating circumstances that significantly affect the radiation or nuclear safety of the facility.
(3) The minister responsible for the environment shall determine for each type of nuclear or radiation facility the content, scope and frequency of regular reporting, as well as the content and scope of special reporting referred to in the preceding paragraph and the time limits for reporting.
4.7 Management of radioactive waste and spent fuel
Article 121
(Management of radioactive waste and spent fuel)
(1) The holder of radioactive waste and spent fuel shall ensure that:
the radioactive waste and spent fuel are managed in the prescribed manner;
the provisions of the national programme for radioactive waste and spent fuel management referred to in Article 124 of this Act are applied;
it avoids, as far as possible, transferring the burden of radioactive waste disposal to future generations.
(2) The producer of radioactive waste or spent fuel shall ensure, through appropriate construction measures, operation and decommissioning, including processing and reusing substances, that radioactive waste generation is kept to the minimum, as reasonably feasible in terms of its activity and volume.
(3) The producer of radioactive waste or spent fuel shall ensure the safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste. Long-term management shall also be ensured through passive safety features.
(4) An evidence-based and documented decision-making process shall be applied in all stages of radioactive waste or spent fuel management.
(5) The producer of radioactive waste or spent fuel shall hand over radioactive waste and spent fuel for further management to the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management, except radioactive waste planned to be cleared from regulatory control.
(6) Notwithstanding the obligation referred to in the preceding paragraph, radioactive waste and spent fuel may be stored and processed for a definite period of time by the operator of a nuclear facility that produced the waste if the operator obtains a licence to do so from the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(7) Notwithstanding the provision of paragraph five of this Article, a nuclear safety inspector may order a temporary storage of radioactive waste in a suitable place, if the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management cannot immediately take radioactive waste (for example due to an industrial accident or an accident in the transport of radioactive substances).
(8) The provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management may give a radiation source stored as radioactive waste in the central storage facility for radioactive waste to a holder of radiation practice licence for reuse or processing. When such source is handed over to the new holder, it is no longer considered radioactive waste.
(9) The costs of managing radioactive waste and spent fuel shall be covered by the producer or by the holder, if the holder accepted the waste from the producer.
(10) If the producer of radioactive waste or spent fuel is not known, the state shall assume the responsibility for and cover the costs of the management of the radioactive waste or spent fuel.
(11) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall keep the central register of radioactive waste and spent fuel generated in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia.
(12) The holders of radioactive waste and spent fuel shall send the information on the generation of radioactive waste and spent fuel to the central register of radioactive waste and spent fuel.
(13) The minister responsible for the environment shall classify radioactive waste with regard to the level and type of radioactivity and determine the management of radioactive waste and spent fuel, the scope of reporting on the generation of radioactive waste and spent fuel, and the method and the scope of keeping the central register of radioactive waste and spent fuel generation and the records of stored or deposited radioactive waste and spent fuel.
Article 122
(Obligatory state service of general economic interest of radioactive waste management)
(1) An obligatory state service of general economic interest (SGEI) of radioactive waste management shall be designated to provide conditions for all the organizational and physical activities carried out in moving, processing, storing and disposing of radioactive waste in order to prevent an uncontrolled spread of radioactivity in the environment and protect human life and health.
(2) The conditions for all the organizational and physical activities carried out in moving, processing, storing and disposing of radioactive waste or spent fuel shall be provided by the state.
(3) The obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management under this Act shall cover:
1. the acceptance, collection, transport, processing and storage prior to disposal, preparations for the construction of a repository, the construction of a repository and the disposal of radioactive waste not originating from power-generating nuclear facilities;
the processing of radioactive waste and spent fuel prior to disposal, preparations for the construction of a repository, the construction of a repository and the disposal of radioactive waste originating from power-generating nuclear facilities;
the operation of radioactive waste repositories;
the management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of closed radioactive waste repositories;
the management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of closed repositories for mining and hydrometallurgical tailings originating from the extraction and exploitation of nuclear minerals.
(4) An integral part of the activities referred to in the preceding paragraph shall also be ensuring the development of the expertise in radioactive waste and spent fuel management and the transfer of knowledge from the international environment to the Republic of Slovenia.
(5) The method and conditions for providing the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management shall be prescribed by the Government.
(6) The regulation referred to in the preceding paragraph shall also determine:
1. the organizational form of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management;
the sources of finance and the method and methodology of establishing the sources of finance;
the lists of facilities referred to in Article 125 of this Act that are managed by the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management under this Act;
the criteria for establishing the price list for services;
other content relevant to the organizational and physical activities carried out in moving, processing, storing and disposing of radioactive waste.
(7) The price list for the services of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management shall be determined by the Government based on the prescribed criteria.
(8) In the cases referred to in paragraph ten of the preceding Article, the costs of radioactive waste management shall be covered by the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management.
(9) The services of the obligatory state SGEI referred to in point 2 of paragraph three of this Article shall be financed from the resources of the dedicated fund established by the Act governing the financing of the decommissioning of the Krško Nuclear Power Plant and the disposal of radioactive waste from the Krško Nuclear Power Plant (hereinafter: Krško NPP). Part of the costs referred to in point 3 of paragraph three of this Article shall also be financed from the same fund, in accordance with the share of radioactive waste from power-generating nuclear facilities.
(10) The operator of a nuclear facility may store and process radioactive waste and spent fuel for the needs of the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management if the operator obtains a licence for this activity from the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
(11) The Government shall determine by way of a legal act:
1. the founder and registered office;
the rights of the founder;
the company name;
the purpose of the establishment;
the duties;
the period for which it is established;
liability for obligations;
the internal organization and type of management;
the bodies, number, method of election and term of office;
the powers and responsibilities of the bodies;
the method of appointment;
the protection of trade secrets;
the powers of attorney;
restrictions on the manager in managing and disposing of funds;
reporting obligations;
the audit of the annual report and the selection of auditor;
internal control and the selection of internal auditor;
the content of the articles of association, their preparation and approval procedure;
other important issues related to the organization and its business operation.
(12) The supervision of the business operation of the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management shall be carried out by the ministry responsible for waste management.
Article 123
(Management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of closed repositories)
(1) The provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management referred to in the preceding Article shall commence the management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of a closed repository for radioactive waste on the day the licence to close the repository referred to in point 4 of paragraph one of Article 109 of this Act becomes final, the management, and the long-term monitoring and maintenance of a closed repository for mining and hydrometallurgical tailings on the day the decision on the termination of rights and obligations under the Act governing mining becomes final.
(2) The provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management shall carry out the management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of a closed repository in accordance with the conditions set out in the safety report for the closed repository.
(3) The safety report referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be amended by applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of Article 116 of this Act.
(4) If the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management has not managed the repository referred to in paragraph one of this Article before its closure, it shall participate in the procedure for issuing a licence to close the repository referred to in points 4 and 9 of paragraph one of Article 109 of this Act as an intervener.
Article 124
(National radioactive waste and spent fuel management programme)
(1) The national programme for radioactive waste and spent fuel management under this Act shall be drawn up by the ministry responsible for the environment, in cooperation with the ministry responsible for energy, and adopted by the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter: National Assembly), on the proposal of the Government.
(2) The national programme for radioactive waste and spent fuel management shall be adopted for a period of 10 years.
(3) The national programme for radioactive waste and spent fuel management shall contain at least the following:
1. the policy on the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste and the key milestones;
the locations, quantities and classification of spent fuel and radioactive waste, and the estimates of future quantities, including those from decommissioning;
the plans and technical solutions for the management of radioactive waste and spent fuel, from the generation to disposal thereof;
the plans for the period following the closure of repositories, including the period for which appropriate monitoring must be carried out, and the means necessary to preserve the knowledge about that facility in the long term;
the estimated costs of the implementation of the national programme;
the research, development and information activities and human resources required for the implementation of the national programme;
the responsibility for the implementation of the national programme and key performance indicators to monitor the progress of implementation.
(4) The expert bases for the national programme referred to in the preceding paragraph, including a detailed breakdown of measures for reducing radioactive waste generation, processing them prior to disposal and depositing them, and measures for processing and depositing radioactive waste, shall be prepared by the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management and sent to the authority responsible for nuclear safety for approval.
(5) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall send the expert bases referred to in the preceding paragraph to the ministry responsible for the environment, together with its approval.
Article 125
(State infrastructure facilities)
(1) The storage facilities, repositories and accompanying facilities needed for the provision of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management shall be owned by the state.
(2) To achieve the purpose referred to in the preceding paragraph, the property right to the real estate that is not owned by the state and is in an area where the construction or acquisition of a state infrastructure facility is planned under the national spatial plan, a municipal spatial plan or a detailed municipal spatial plan, may be withdrawn for the benefit of the Republic of Slovenia.
(3) If the operator of a facility referred to in the paragraph one of this Article fails to conclude a contract on the acquisition of the property right to this real estate within 30 days of the service of the offer to conclude such contract, it shall submit a proposal for expropriation in favour of the state. The withdrawal of the property right shall be carried out in accordance with the regulations governing the withdrawal of property rights in the public interest.
(4) The construction and acquisition of facilities and land referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be in the public interest.
(5) The facilities referred to in paragraph one of this Article and the land on which they are built shall be granted the status of a state infrastructure facility by a decision issued pursuant to a Government decision by the authority responsible for nuclear safety before the provision of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management starts:
for the performance of the duties of the obligatory state SGEI referred to in point 1 of paragraph three of Article 122 of this Act, when issuing an opinion on the construction of a storage facility or repository for radioactive waste;
for the performance of the duties of the mandatory SGEI referred to in points 2, 3 and 4 of paragraph three of Article 122 of this Act, when issuing an opinion on the construction of a repository for radioactive waste;
for the performance of the duties of the obligatory state SGEI referred to in point 5 of paragraph three of Article 122 of this Act, when issuing a decision on the closure of a repository for mining and hydrometallurgical tailings.
(6) The real estate referred to in the preceding paragraph shall not be the subject of legal transactions.
(7) The provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management shall not pay rent for the facilities referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
(8) The property right or other real right to the real estate that has not been granted the status of a state infrastructure facility under paragraph five of this Article but is necessary for its normal use, may be restricted by the establishment of an easement in the public interest for the benefit of the easement beneficiary, if this is necessary for the installation, maintenance, management, operation, long-term monitoring or smooth functioning of state infrastructure facilities.
(9) The agreement on easement in the public interest shall be concluded for the duration of the operation, management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of the facilities with the status of a state infrastructure facility and for the benefit of the current provider of the obligatory state SGEI or for the benefit of the state-owned dominant land.
(10) The provisions of the Act governing expropriation and restrictions on propriety rights in the public interest and the provisions of the Act governing the siting of spatial arrangements of national importance shall apply to the issues of expropriation and easement in the public interest not specifically regulated by this Act.
4.8 Entry from and exit to EU Member States, import, export and transit of nuclear materials and radioactive substances and radioactive waste
Article 126
(Licence for the entry from and exit to EU Member States and import, export and transit of nuclear materials and radioactive substances)
(1) A licence issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall be obtained for the entry from and exit to EU Member States of nuclear materials and for the import and export of nuclear materials and radioactive substances, except for radioactive substances used in human and veterinary medicine for which the licence shall be issued by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(2) A licence for the import and export of radioactive substances shall not be required if the radioactive substances are used by the Slovenian Armed Forces, the Police or forces for the protection, rescue and assistance for their own use in peacekeeping missions, exercises abroad or in international rescue interventions.
(3) The entry from and exit to EU Member States of radioactive substances shall be governed by EU legal acts directly applicable in the EU.
(4) A licence issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall be obtained for the transit of nuclear materials and radiation sources with significant activity.
(5) The radiation and nuclear safety measures carried out in the entire course of the shipment of radioactive substances and nuclear materials in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia shall be assessed in the procedure for issuing the licence referred to in paragraphs one and four of this Article.
(6) A licence for the entry from EU Member States or the import of nuclear materials and for the import of radioactive substances shall only be issued if the consignee thereof has an appropriate radiation practice licence. In case of the entry or import of nuclear fuel for the first reactor core filling, a license shall be issued if the consignee has the license referred to in point 10 of paragraph one of Article 109 of this Act.
Article 127
(Licence or approval for the entry from or exit to EU Member States, import, export and transit of radioactive waste and spent fuel)
(1) A licence or an approval issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall be obtained for the entry from and exit to EU Member States, import, export and transit of radioactive waste and spent fuel.
(2) In the procedure for issuing a licence or approval referred to in the preceding paragraph, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall assess the radiation and nuclear safety measures taken in the entire course of the shipment of radioactive waste and spent fuel from the place of origin to the place of destination.
(3) The licence for exit to EU Member States or export referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, if it has obtained for the shipment of radioactive waste or spent fuel concerned an approval of the competent authority of the country of destination of radioactive waste or spent fuel, and the approval of the competent authorities of the countries through which the shipment is to travel and, if the person sending radioactive waste or spent fuel to EU Member States or exporting them meets all the conditions for accepting the radioactive waste or spent fuel if the shipment is refused.
(4) A licence for transit through the EU when the Republic of Slovenia is the first Member State of transit shall be issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, if it has obtained for the shipment of radioactive waste or spent fuel concerned all approvals of the competent authorities of the country of origin and the destination country, as well as the countries through which the shipment is to travel, and if the sender of radioactive waste or spent fuel has a licence of the country of origin for the return of the shipment to the place of origin if the shipment is refused.
(5) A licence for import referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, if the importer proves to have, for the radioactive waste or spent fuel concerned, the licence of the country of origin for the return of the shipment to the place of origin if the shipment is refused, and the authority responsible for nuclear safety has obtained for the imported shipment all the approvals of the competent authorities of the country of origin and the countries through which the shipment is to travel.
(6) The approval for an entry from EU Member States and the transit through the territory of the Republic of Slovenia for shipments within the EU shall be issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, under the conditions which shall not be stricter than those laid down for similar shipments within the Republic of Slovenia.
Article 128
(Issuing of a licence)
(1) The licence referred to in paragraph one of Article 126 of this Act and the license and approval referred to in paragraph one of the preceding Article shall be issued for one or more shipments for no more than three years.
(2) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall not allow the radioactive waste or spent fuel to be exported:
to destinations south of 60° south latitude; or
to a country that is party to the Partnership Agreement between the members of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States on one side and the European Community and its Member States on the other side (Cotonou ACP-EC Agreement) and is not an EU Member State; or
to a third country that does not have the administrative and technical capacity and regulatory structure to manage radioactive waste or spent fuel safely, as stated in the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management.
(3) The issuing of a licence or approval referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall not affect the responsibility of the holder, carrier, owner or consignee or any other person involved in the transport of a shipment regarding radiation or nuclear safety under this Act.
(4) Radioactive waste, spent fuel, nuclear materials and radioactive substances shall be transported in a packaging prescribed by the regulations concerning the transport of dangerous goods.
Article 129
(Other conditions)
(1) The minister responsible for the environment shall prescribe the content of applications related to shipping radioactive waste, spent fuel, nuclear materials or radioactive substances, the methods of informing competent authorities and the authorities of other countries, the conduct in the case of repeat shipments, the method and time limits for reporting on the completed shipments, the conditions regarding nuclear and radiation safety and other conditions for the entry from and exit to EU Member States, import, export and transit. The minister responsible for the environment shall also determine the radiation sources with significant activity, for which a licence shall be obtained prior to transit.
(2) The minister responsible for the environment may, in agreement with the minister responsible for health, by way of a regulation regulate in detail particular issues, as required for the implementation of EU legal acts that govern the shipment of radioactive substances in the territory of the EU and are directly applicable in the territory of the EU.
4.9 Emergency preparedness
Article 130
(Duties of operators)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility whose activity could cause an accident, shall make a risk assessment and an emergency plan in the event of a nuclear or radiological accident, in accordance with the regulations governing protection against natural and other disasters. The operators of other radiation or nuclear facilities and radiation practice operators shall draw up emergency instructions.
(2) In the organisation's emergency plan, the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall present the classification of probable emergencies according to their threat level and plan the scope of protective measures with regard to the threat level for a particular emergency.
(3) Based on the classification of probable emergencies, the operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall provide technical and other conditions, for example, qualified teams to conduct radiological measurements to ensure that during an emergency, the consequences of the emergency are assessed and decisions on the scope of necessary protective measures made. The competence of the operator to make the assessments and decisions referred to in the preceding sentence shall be presented in the safety report.
(4) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility or the operator of a radiation practice involving a high-activity radiation source shall submit all technical data on radiation source, data from the safety report and the operational data at its disposal to other persons responsible for planning emergency response.
(5) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility or the radiation practice operator shall ensure that:
the release of radioactivity or radionuclides into the environment is stopped as quickly as possible,
the spread of radioactive substances into the environment via different transmission pathways is reduced,
the exposure of people is reduced.
(6) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility shall ensure there are the stocks of potassium iodide tablets available and regularly refreshed.
(7) The radiation practice operator shall prepare emergency instructions based on the assessment of potential emergencies. If necessary, the emergency instructions shall also be made for a particular radiation source.
Article 131
(Optimization of protective measures)
In drawing up emergency plans and implementing the planned protective measures, the protective measures shall be optimized so that:
the intervention reduces the health detriment to people and justifies the costs and damage caused by the protective measures;
their manner, extent and duration are such as to minimize the health detriment to people compared to the damage caused by the implementation of protective measures;
the reference levels and dose limits are taken into account with regard to the exposure of emergency workers.
Article 132
(Planning of protective measures)
(1) The Government shall determine:
the reference levels for the exposure in an emergency;
the reference levels for the exposure of emergency workers;
the criteria for determining the zone of protective measure planning according to the threat level of emergencies;
the criteria for the transition from emergency to existing exposure;
other conditions for planning and implementing protective measures related to reference levels.
(2) The Government shall also specify the criteria for determining the amount of compensation or charge for planning and implementing protective measures, the method of assessing, calculating and charging the compensation or charge, and the start and end of receiving the compensation or charge.
(3) The criteria for determining the amount of compensation or charge referred to in the preceding paragraph shall take into account:
the type of nuclear facility,
the area of the zone around the nuclear facility for which intervention measures are planned, the number of municipalities and the area of their territories that extend into the intervention measure planning zone,
the number of nuclear facilities whose intervention measure planning zones overlap,
the number of inhabitants of the municipality with the permanent residence in the intervention measure planning zone.
(4) The provisions of paragraph one of this Article shall also apply to the planning of protective measures when the user of radiation source cannot be identified or the entity responsible for the emergency is not in the Republic of Slovenia.
Article 133
(Prior provision of information to emergency workers)
(1) Emergency workers shall be properly trained and have all the information required to perform their duties.
(2) The training programmes for emergency workers shall ensure that emergency workers are provided with relevant and regularly updated information on the health risks to which they might be exposed during an emergency intervention and on the preventive measures necessary in such cases. This information shall take into account the range of potential emergencies and intervention methods.
(3) When an emergency occurs, the information referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be supplemented with the current data.
(4) The persons responsible for the protection of emergency workers shall provide the training and information referred to in the preceding two paragraphs, including practical exercises, where necessary. The training shall include relevant content related to radiation protection.
Article 134
(Informing of the public that could be affected in an emergency)
(1) The operator of a radiation or nuclear facility and other persons responsible for planning shall regularly inform the public about the important facts of the emergency plans, in particular of protective measures planned and the manner of their implementation.
(2) The provision of information referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be carried out without explicit inquiries of the public and the information shall be updated in regular intervals or upon major changes. It shall always be available.
Article 135
(Informing of the public and the competent authorities in emergencies)
(1) In the event of an emergency under this Act, the facility or radiation practice operator shall ensure that the authority that issued the radiation practice licence is notified of the event as soon as possible; other competent authorities shall also be notified in accordance with the regulations on protection against natural and other disasters, which shall promptly inform the population in the affected area of the important facts regarding the emergency, in particular of protective measures.
(2) In case of transport of nuclear materials, radioactive substances, spent fuel or radioactive waste, the obligation of notification under the preceding paragraph shall fall on the carrier and the organiser of the transport.
(3) Regulations on protection against natural and other disasters shall apply to the method and scope of informing the general public, the population in the affected area and the competent ministries and authorities under this Article and to the procedure for regularly reviewing and confirming information provided to the public on important facts contained in the emergency plans.
Article 136
(International notification and cooperation)
(1) The competent authorities participating in the response to an emergency shall cooperate with the competent authorities in EU Member States and third countries in preparing protective measures that would be necessary in the territories of these countries due to an emergency in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia.
(2) In the event of an emergency in the Republic of Slovenia or an emergency that could have radiological consequences in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia, the competent authorities referred to in the preceding paragraph shall establish contact with any countries that could be affected, and arrange the exchange of information on assessed exposure and coordinate protective measures and public information with these countries; the information shall be exchanged through bilateral or international systems for coordination and information exchange.
(3) The activities referred to in the preceding paragraph shall not prevent or impede the performance of the necessary measures in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia.
(4) The Government shall decide on the acceptance of assistance from other countries and the International Atomic Energy Agency and on the provision of assistance to other countries in the event of an emergency.
(5) Where necessary, the transition from an emergency to an existing exposure shall be planned in cooperation with other countries.
5. ISSUING, RENEWAL, AMENDMENT, WITHDRAWAL AND TERMINATION OF LICENCES
Article 137
(Content of a licence)
(1) A radiation practice licence referred to in Article 20 of this Act shall contain:
1. information on the licence holder;
a detailed description of the radiation practice;
the period of validity of the licence;
special conditions and obligations to be fulfilled by the licence holder pursuant to this Act and regulations issued on the basis thereof;
the measures to be carried out by the holder of the radiation practice licence after the licence expires.
(2) A licence to carry out a radiation practice involving sources for the use of which a registration in the register of radiation sources is sufficient in accordance with Article 21 of this Act shall, in addition to the content referred to in the preceding paragraph, also contain the following:
1. the method of use of the radiation sources;
the limits concerning the number, activity and types of radiation sources that the holder may use;
the obligations regarding the technical inspections and maintenance of the radiation sources.
(3) The licence to use a radiation source referred to in Article 21 of this Act shall contain:
1. information on the licence holder;
a detailed description of the type and intended use of the radiation source and the reference number from the registry of radiation sources;
the period of validity of the licence;
the method of use of the radiation source with appropriate operating limits and conditions;
for high-activity radiation sources, the operational limits and conditions referred to in the preceding point shall also include minimum criteria for the efficiency of the source, source container and additional equipment;
the obligations regarding the technical inspections and maintenance of the radiation sources;
the measures to be carried out by the licence holder after the licence expires;
other obligations to be fulfilled by the licence holder pursuant to this Act and regulations issued on the basis thereof.
(4) The licence for the operation of a facility referred to in Article 109 of this Act shall contain:
1. information on the facility operator;
a detailed description of the type, size and intended use of the facility and the reference number from the register of radiation and nuclear facilities;
the period of validity of the licence;
the operational limits and conditions from the safety report;
the obligations related to periodic safety reviews;
the measures to be carried out by the licence holder after the licence expires;
evidence of adequate provision of financial resources, the amount and form of guarantees and the method of invoking the guarantees;
the deadlines and conditions for a review of the emergency plan in accordance with the regulations governing protection against natural and other disasters;
other obligations to be fulfilled by the licence holder pursuant to this Act and regulations issued on the basis thereof.
(5) A decision on the status of a facility referred to in Articles 86 and 125 of this Act shall contain:
1. information on the facility investor or operator;
a description of the type, size and intended use of the facility;
the expected service life or maintenance life of the facility;
the reference number from the register of radiation, nuclear and less important radiation facilities and closed repositories;
the graphical representation of the position of the facility showing the boundaries of the facility site and of the area of restricted land use due to radiation and nuclear safety measures;
the coordinates of the vertices of the polygons constituting the boundaries of the facility site and of the area of restricted land use.
(6) A licence holder shall promptly inform the authority that issued the licence of any change in its information as a basis for the amendment to the license referred to in paragraph two of Article 139 of this Act.
Article 138
(Issuing and extension of a licence or registration)
(1) A licence referred to in paragraph one of the preceding Article or registration of a radiation practice shall be valid for no more than ten years.
(2) A licence referred to in paragraphs one to four of the preceding Article (hereinafter: licence) shall be issued by the authority responsible for the matter concerned under this Act for no more than ten years, unless it is a licence for the completion of decommissioning of a facility or for the closure of a repository.
(3) The Government shall determine the criteria for determining the duration of validity of a particular registration or licence referred to in the preceding two paragraphs, taking into account, in particular, the technological life of facilities and the time in which it is expected that nuclear or radiation safety for the same use of radiation sources will improve considerably due to technological advances.
(4) A registration or licence may be extended on an application by the holder, if all the conditions prescribed for obtaining the registration or licence are met at the time of its expiry.
(5) The provisions of this Act applying to the issuing of a licence or to registration shall apply mutatis mutandis to the extension thereof.
Article 139
(Amendment to a licence or registration)
(1) A licence or registration may be amended on the proposal of the licence holder or ex officio.
(2) In addition to the elements required for the licence or registration application, the proposal of the licence or registration holder to amend the licence or registration shall be accompanied with a proposal indicating what part of the licence or registration should be amended.
(3) When an amendment procedure is initiated ex officio, the holder shall immediately be informed thereof and of the reasons therefor.
(4) A licence or registration shall be amended ex officio:
when the prescribed conditions for radiation or nuclear safety or radiation protection change;
when this is required for the protection of the environment, or human life or health in the public interest;
when radiation source is at risk due to external impacts or natural phenomena so that nuclear or radiation safety is significantly reduced.
(5) In a case referred in the preceding paragraph, an amended licence shall be issued, which may also determine the scope of and time limit for adjusting to the new conditions prescribed for radiation or nuclear safety or radiation protection.
(6) In cases referred to in paragraph four of this Article, the competent authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act may, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 140 and 141 of this Act:
withdraw the licence, in case of a radiation practice licence or a licence to use a radiation source, or
order the shutdown of the facility, in case of a radiation or nuclear facility.
(7) The provisions applying to issuing a licence or registration shall also apply to amending thereof.
(8) If the holder of the licence, registration, opinion, approval or other administrative act under this Act wishes to transfer the right arising from the act to another person, the administrative act may be amended at the request of the new holder. The new holder shall enclose with the request for amendment the evidence of the change in ownership and all amended evidence and documentation based on which the previous holder has obtained the administrative act. If only the ownership is changed, the administrative authority shall issue a new administrative act to the new holder in summary proceedings under the same conditions as prescribed for the previous holder.
Article 140
(Withdrawal of a licence)
(1) When the procedure for the withdrawal of a licence referred to in paragraphs one to four of Article 137 of this Act is initiated ex officio, the authority responsible for issuing the licence under this Act shall immediately inform the licence holder of the procedure and the reasons therefor.
(2) The competent authority shall withdraw a licence on the proposal of a competent inspector if it follows from the proposal that the prescribed conditions for radiation and nuclear safety or radiation protection are not met and the licence holder does not ensure they are met within a reasonable time despite the inspector's request to remedy the deficiencies.
Article 141
(Procedure for facility shutdown)
(1) When the procedure for ordering a shutdown of a radiation or nuclear facility referred to in paragraph six of Article 139 of this Act is initiated ex officio or on the proposal of a competent inspector, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall immediately inform the licence holder of the procedure and the reasons therefor.
(2) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall order a shutdown of a radiation or nuclear facility on the proposal of a competent inspector, if it follows from the proposal that the prescribed conditions for radiation or nuclear safety are not met and the licence holder does not ensure that they are met within a reasonable time despite the inspector's request to remedy the deficiencies.
(3) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall order a shutdown of a radiation or nuclear facility ex officio, if the operating licence holder starts maintenance work, testing or introducing modifications referred to in Article 116 of this Act that are relevant to radiation or nuclear safety of the facility, without a prior approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety.
Article 142
(Consequences of licence withdrawal and shutdown order)
(1) The withdrawal of a licence ex officio under Article 140 of this Act and an order to shut down a facility referred to in the preceding Article shall be effective from the day the decision withdrawing the licence or ordering a shutdown becomes final.
(2) There shall be no appeal against a decision referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(3) If a licence holder breaches its obligations, which results in the withdrawal of the licence ex officio or an order to shut down the operation, the licence holder shall be liable for damages.
Article 143
(Termination of a licence or registration)
(1) A licence or registration shall be terminated:
if the licence holder reports that it has ceased to carry out the radiation practice;
if the license holder reports that it has ceased to use a radiation source.
(2) In cases referred to in the preceding paragraph, the authority responsible for licencing or registration shall issue a decision establishing that the licence or registration is terminated, if the holder has met all the conditions for the cessation of the radiation practice or radiation source use laid down by this Act.
(3) In the event of the bankruptcy of a radiation practice operator, the authority responsible for licencing shall issue a decision ordering the debtor in bankruptcy to meet the conditions for the cessation of radiation practice prescribed by this Act.
(4) If a licence holder ceases to use an X-ray device but keeps it in reserve, the authority responsible for licencing shall order by way of a decision that the X- ray device be sealed. An X-ray device may also be sealed when licences required for its use under this Act have not been obtained.
(5) There shall be no appeal against a decisions referred to in paragraphs two or three of this Article.
(6) An appeal against a decision referred to in paragraph four of this Article shall not stay its execution.
6. PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR FACILITIES, NUCLEAR MATERIALS AND RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES
Article 144
(Liable persons)
(1) Operators of facilities containing nuclear materials or radioactive substances and carriers or organisers of transport of nuclear materials shall ensure that e plan for physical protection is drawn up and the measures for the physical protection of facilities, materials or substances are implemented in accordance with the plan.
(2) The Government shall determine the radioactive substances that are subject to the operator’s obligations referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(3) For a transport of radioactive substances referred to in the preceding paragraph, the provisions of the regulations governing the transport of dangerous goods shall be applied as regards physical protection, and in determining threats to be taken into account in drawing up the protection plan for the transport of radioactive substances also the provisions of Article 145 of this Act.
(4) If two or more facility operators referred to in paragraph one of this Article are at the same location, they may draw up a single physical protection plan.
Article 145
(Physical protection plan)
(1) A physical protection plan referred to in paragraph one of the preceding Article shall be approved by the ministry responsible for internal affairs.
(2) The facility operator, the carrier or the organiser of the transport of nuclear materials shall enclose with the application for the approval of a physical protection plan referred to in the preceding paragraph the approval of the competent authority referred to in Article 18 of this Act.
(3) In case of a radiation or nuclear facility, the provisions of Article 116 of this Act shall apply mutatis mutandis to the approval of the amendment of the physical protection plan referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(4) The level of classification of a physical protection plan shall be determined in accordance with the regulations on classified information.
(5) The type and scope of physical protection shall be determined in the physical protection plan based on threat assessment, the classification of nuclear materials and radioactive substances and possible effects and consequences of abuses.
(6) The first threat assessment shall be made in the study design stage for a nuclear facility or prior to placing radioactive substances in the facility, and shall subsequently be updated every year until the removal of nuclear materials and radioactive substances from the facility or in the event of a sudden change in the security situation. A threat assessment shall also be made for the transport of nuclear materials and radioactive substances.
(7) A threat assessment referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be made by the Police based on the security-relevant data of the Slovene Intelligence and Security Agency, the Intelligence and Security Service of the Ministry of Defence, the authority responsible for nuclear safety, the authority responsible for radiation protection, nuclear facility operators and holders of nuclear materials or radioactive substances, and shall be sent to the commission referred to in Article 147 for its prior opinion. The level of classification of a threat assessment shall be determined in accordance with the regulations on classified information.
(8) The facility operator, the carrier or the transport organiser referred to in paragraph one of the preceding Article shall promptly amend and update the physical protection plan in accordance with the changes in the threat assessment or changes in the protected area that directly affect the physical protection of the facility. Each amendment to or update of the physical protection plan shall be submitted for approval in accordance with paragraphs one and two of this Article.
Article 146
(Regulations concerning physical protection)
The minister responsible for internal affairs, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health, shall determine the classification of nuclear facilities, and nuclear materials and radioactive substances and their use according to potential effects and consequences of abuse and, in accordance with this classification, also the scope of physical protection, the conditions to be met by persons carrying out physical protection, the conditions to be met by persons with access to nuclear materials and radioactive substances, the content of threat assessments and physical protection plans, the method and scope of reporting, the training of security staff and persons with access to nuclear materials and radioactive substances, and other conditions for carrying out physical protection measures.
Article 147
(Commission on the physical protection of nuclear facilities, nuclear materials and radioactive substances)
(1) The Government shall, on the proposal of the minister responsible for internal affairs, appoint a commission on the physical protection of nuclear facilities, nuclear materials and radioactive substances (hereafter: commission) to coordinate and monitor the performance of duties concerning the physical protection of nuclear facilities and nuclear materials and radioactive substances.
(2) The commission shall consist of representatives of ministries, other state administration authorities and agencies, which are involved in the physical protection of nuclear facilities and nuclear materials and radioactive substances due to their field of work, and the representatives of nuclear facility operators.
(3) The commission referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall have the following powers:
1. to give opinions and proposals concerning the drafting of regulations on physical protection;
to give opinions on threat assessments;
to monitor and coordinate the implementation of physical protection measures;
to give recommendations for improving physical protection measures.
(4) The minister responsible for internal affairs, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health, shall prescribe in detail the duties of the commission and its mode of operation in the Rules of Procedure.
Article 148
(Physical protection of nuclear facilities, nuclear materials and radioactive substances)
(1) In addition to regulations issued pursuant to this Act, regulations governing private security, the possession and carrying of weapons and the protection of classified information shall also apply to the implementation of physical protection of facilities referred to in paragraph one of Article 144 of this Act
(2) A facility operator referred to in paragraph one of Article 144 of this Act shall carry out the physical protection of nuclear facilities, nuclear materials or radioactive substances in accordance with the approved physical protection plan.
(3) For a nuclear facility, the operator shall provide physical protection measures from the start of its construction until the permanent removal of nuclear materials and radioactive substances and, for a repository, until its closure.
(4) The physical protection of a nuclear facility shall be performed at the entry and exit, within the facility and in the protected area.
(5) In order to ensure safety, a facility operator referred to in paragraph one of Article 144 of this Act shall prevent uncontrolled access to the facility and the nuclear materials or radioactive substances. To control access to the facility and nuclear materials or radioactive substances, the operator may use technical means for entry registration and technical protection and implement other appropriate measures set out in the physical protection plan. In a nuclear facility, the operator shall control access by using technical protection systems or technical means, such as entry and exit control systems, video surveillance, devices and means for the anti-bomb screening of persons, baggage, cargo and vehicles, intrusion prevention systems, biometric devices for entry and exit, sensor systems, physical barriers, means to control access and communication channels, and take other appropriate physical protection measures. The facility operator shall keep the data obtained through biometric control on file for five years after the last exit of the person concerned, then destroy them.
(6) The operator of a nuclear facility shall keep a record of entries in and movement within the facility for any person who is not security vetted in accordance with Article 149 of this Act. The record of entries and movement shall include the following information: name, date and place of birth, address of residence (country, city, street, house number), type and number of personal identification document, gender, nationality and reason for entry. For safety reasons, the operator shall ensure a safe keeping of data in the records of entries for five years from the day of the last exit from the facility in accordance with the regulations governing the protection of personal data.
(7) A person who refuses to provide data from the preceding paragraph shall not be allowed entry into the facility.
(8) The provisions of this Article shall apply mutatis mutandis to the transport of nuclear materials.
Article 149
(Security vetting of persons who perform or will perform work in a nuclear facility)
(1) Only persons who meet general conditions determined by law and the employer's general acts and for whom there are no security concerns may work in a controlled facility or space, physically controlled facility or area and vital facility or area of a nuclear facility. Security concerns shall be identified in a security vetting process.
(2) A security vetting shall be carried out by the employer with which the person will be employed or for which they will perform work, before they start working in the area, facility or space referred to in the preceding paragraph or in the transport of nuclear materials, and subsequently every five years as long as they are working in this facility or transport.
(3) Before the start of the work and throughout the performance of activities by workers of an outside undertaking in a nuclear facility, the operator shall ensure that the outside undertaking has in place a security vetting system in accordance with this Act and the general acts of the operator.
Article 150
(Security vetting questionnaire)
(1) For the purposes of security vetting, a person who performs or will perform work in an area, facility or space referred to in paragraph one of the preceding Article, shall complete a questionnaire with the following information:
1. the name, including any changes of name;
the date and place of birth;
the citizenship, including former citizenships and double citizenships;
the addresses of permanent and temporary residence;
the current and previous employments;
unexpunged final convictions for criminal offences prosecuted ex officio;
unexpunged final decisions or judgements for minor offences against law and order with elements of violence and for minor offences related to the production of and trafficking in illegal drugs and weapons;
criminal proceedings in progress due to a suspicion of a criminal offence prosecuted ex officio;
dependence on alcohol or drugs or other addictions;
the membership of organisations or affiliations that endanger the vital interests of the Republic of Slovenia or the member states of political, defence and security alliances of which the Republic of Slovenia is a member;
any personal contacts with foreign intelligence services;
disciplinary measures due to serious disciplinary violations related to the handling and protection of classified information or the misuse of alcohol or drugs;
that they give the employer and nuclear facility operators consent to conduct security vetting.
(2) Security concerns under this Act shall be:
false data on the person undergoing vetting being stated in the security vetting questionnaire;
unexpunged final convictions with non-suspended sentences of at least three months of imprisonment for criminal offenses prosecuted ex officio;
a final disciplinary measure due to a serious disciplinary violation related to the handling and protection of classified information or the misuse of alcohol or drugs;
dependence on alcohol or drugs or other addictions that could affect nuclear safety;
the membership of organisations or affiliations that endanger the vital interests of the Republic of Slovenia or the member states of political, defence and security alliances of which the Republic of Slovenia is a member;
the membership of, collaboration with or other activities for the benefit of foreign intelligence or security authorities.
(3) In addition to the security concerns referred to in the preceding paragraph, security concerns may also be:
final convictions for criminal offenses prosecuted ex officio, for which a prison sentence of more than three years may be imposed;
non-final judgments of conviction for criminal offences prosecuted ex officio, for which the main penalty is a fine or imprisonment of up to three years;
unexpunged final convictions or imposed fines for criminal or minor offenses related to the protection of classified information, information security or other criminal or minor offenses committed under the influence of alcohol or drugs or involving the misuse of weapons or explosives or elements of violence;
other security vetting findings that give rise to reasonable doubts as to the credibility or reliability of the individual and could pose a risk to nuclear safety;
other security concerns specified by laws or international treaties.
(4) A person referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall inform the employer that conducted the security vetting of any change in the information referred to in paragraph one of this Article while they perform work for this employer.
(5) The credibility of data referred to in points 6 to 8 of paragraph one of this Article shall be demonstrated by a police clearance certificate issued by the competent authorities, the credibility of data referred to in point 9 of paragraph one of this Article by a medical certificate issued by an authorised occupational medicine provider, and the credibility of data referred to in point 12 of paragraph one of this Article by the certificates of employers with which the person was employed in the period of two years before the start of the security vetting.
Article 151
(Obtaining of data for security vetting from official records)
(1) For the purposes of security vetting, the employer shall obtain the personal data of the person who works or will work in an area, facility or space referred to in paragraph one of Article 149 of this Act from the following entities managing personal data databases:
1. from the competent national authority, the data from the central population register (name, personal identification number (EMŠO), nationality, permanent or temporary residence, country of residence, address for service, changes of name, information on special residence permit for foreign citizens, the serial number and type of permit, the reason and purpose of its issue, the period of validity, and the information on whether the residence permit is or is no longer valid);
from the competent national authority keeping criminal records, the information on final convictions for criminal offences prosecuted ex officio;
from the competent national authorities keeping records of final decisions or judgments, the information on minor offences against law and order with elements of violence and minor offences related to the production of and trafficking in illegal drugs and weapons;
from the competent courts keeping registers or records, the information on criminal proceedings in progress due to a suspicion of a criminal offence prosecuted ex officio, where the court shall also indicate the criminal offence or the type of criminal offence;
from the Police, the information on any security concerns regarding the access to or work in a nuclear facility that the Police has identified in accordance with this Act and the Act governing the organisation and work of the Police;
from the Slovenian Intelligence and Security Agency, the information on any security concerns referred to in points 10 and 11 of paragraph one of the preceding Article;
from the Intelligence and Security Service of the Ministry of Defence, the information on any security concerns referred to in points 10 and 11 of paragraph one of the preceding Article.
(2) To obtain the data referred to in the preceding paragraph, the employer shall file with the entity managing the personal data database an application containing:
1. the name of the employer;
the name of the person who works or will be working in a nuclear facility;
the personal identification number (EMŠO) or, when not assigned, the date of birth and the gender of the person who works or will be working in a nuclear facility;
the permanent and temporary residence of the person who works or will be working in a nuclear facility;
the nationality of the person who works or will be working in a nuclear facility;
the title of the post;
the purpose of security vetting;
a copy of the signed consent to the security vetting of the person undergoing the vetting;
the signature of the responsible person, the date and place, and the stamp of the employer.
(3) If during a security vetting the employer collects personal and other data on the person undergoing vetting, who performs or will perform work in the area, facility or space referred to in paragraph one of Article 149 of this Act, from the existing databases, the authorities, organisations and other entities referred to in paragraph one of this Article that manage the databases pursuant to the law shall, based on a written or equivalent request referred to in the preceding paragraph, send the requested personal and other data within 15 days of receiving a complete application. When sending personal data, the manager of personal data databases shall specify the employer to which it is sending the data, the reference number of the request and the legal basis for sending the data.
(4) The ministry responsible for internal affairs, the Slovene Intelligence and Security Agency, the Intelligence and Security Service of the Ministry of Defence and the Police shall not be obliged to explain to the employer the reasons for the existence of security concerns if the disclosure of data could jeopardize the sources used to identify and verify these data.
Article 152
(Record keeping)
(1) The employer shall keep a record referred to in Articles 150 and 151 of this Act of all obtained personal data of any person who performs or will perform work in an area, facility or space referred to in paragraph one of Article 149 of this Act, keep the obtained personal data on file for five years after the work of the person who performed or intended to perform work in such an area, facility or space is terminated, and send the data from the record of personal data to the authorities responsible for the supervision of physical protection of nuclear facilities when they so request.
(2) A person who had not given a written statement that they are familiar with this Act and other regulations governing the physical protection of nuclear facilities and had not given to the employer their written consent to security vetting in accordance with Articles 150 and 151 of this Act shall not be permitted to work in the area, facility or space referred to in paragraph one of Article 149 of this Act.
Article 153
(Interim security vetting)
(1) If in the interval between individual security vettings a reasonable suspicion arises that a security concern referred to in paragraph two of Article 150 of this Act exists, the employer with which the person is employed or for which they perform work in a nuclear facility shall conduct an interim security vetting. If the employer is an outside undertaking, it shall immediately inform the operator of the nuclear facility of the start of an interim security vetting.
(2) If the person performing work in an area, facility or space referred to in paragraph one of Article 149 of this Act declines an interim security vetting referred to in the preceding paragraph or periodic security vetting every five years referred to in paragraph two of Article 149 of this Act, they may no longer work in such an area, facility or space.
Article 154
(Security vetting for the management of radioactive substances and the transport of nuclear materials)
The provisions of Articles 149, 150, 151, 152 and 153 shall also apply to persons who already participate or will participate in the management of radioactive substances, the physical protection of a shipment of nuclear materials and the transport of nuclear materials.
Article 155
(Security vetting of foreign nationals)
(1) Only those foreign nationals in relation to whom no security concerns exist may work in an area, facility or space referred to in paragraph one of Article 149 of this Act, the management of radioactive substances and the transport of nuclear materials. Security concerns shall be identified in a security vetting process.
(2) The security vetting of foreign nationals before they start performing work shall be conducted by the ministry responsible for internal affairs. In a security vetting procedure, the employer, carrier or transport organizer shall obtain a written consent to the security vetting of the person undergoing vetting, the completed questionnaire referred to in paragraph one of Article 150 of this Act, a certificate of personal name, citizenship, permanent or temporary residence, country of residence and address for service and a police clearance certificate issued by the competent authorities of the country of citizenship of the person undergoing vetting, as well as the medical certificate obtained from an authorised occupational medicine provider in the Republic of Slovenia. A medical examination may also be carried out abroad, provided that it is, in terms of scope and content, comparable to the medical examination carried out in the Republic of Slovenia, and that it includes an examination of the dependence on alcohol, and drugs and other addictions and a psychological assessment.
(3) The employer with which the person will be employed or for which they will perform the work, the carrier or the transport organiser shall submit to the ministry responsible for internal affairs an application to conduct a security vetting, together with the certificates referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(4) The ministry responsible for internal affairs shall check whether there are any security concerns referred to in Article 150 of this Act, based on the data contained in the application and certificates, data contained in its own records, data of the Slovene Intelligence and Security Agency, the Intelligence and Security Service of the Ministry of Defence and the Police, and when the vetting is concluded, it shall issue a decision against which no appeal shall be allowed. If security concerns are identified, the ministry responsible for internal affairs shall also inform the operator of the facilities, the carrier or the transport organizer.
(5) The ministry responsible for internal affairs shall keep a record of checks regarding the existence of security concerns and of the issued acts.
(6) The documents referred to in Articles 6, 7 and 8 of paragraph one of Article 150 of this Act must not be older than 90 days, and the medical certificate referred to in paragraph two of this Article must not be older than one year.
(7) The provisions of paragraphs two and three of Article 149 and Articles 150 to 154 of this Act shall apply mutatis mutandis to the security vetting of foreign nationals.
7. NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND NUCLEAR GOODS SAFEGUARDS
Article 156
(Prohibition of the use of nuclear goods)
(1) Nuclear goods may not be used for nuclear weapons or other explosive devices or for research and development of nuclear weapons or such devices.
(2) Nuclear materials may only be in the possession of a person holding a radiation practice licence under this Act with regard to this material.
(3) Persons in the possession of nuclear goods shall allow the representatives of international organisations to conduct inspections, if they conduct them in accordance with international agreements, and shall cooperate with the representatives of these organisations during these inspections.
Article 157
(Records of nuclear materials)
(1) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall keep the central register of nuclear materials to control potential abuse of nuclear materials.
(2) The central register of nuclear materials shall consist of databases on nuclear materials and the associated collections of documents.
(3) The central register of nuclear materials shall contain the data from the records of nuclear materials that must be kept by the holders of nuclear materials in accordance with EU legal acts.
(4) The data in the central register of nuclear materials and the holders' records of nuclear materials and the associated document collections shall not be public, except the summary data on the type and quantity of nuclear materials in the country.
(5) Only competent officials of the authority responsible for nuclear safety and competent inspectors referred to in Article 178 of this Act may access the data referred to in the preceding paragraph. A holder of nuclear materials may access the data referred to in the preceding paragraph that refers to the holder's nuclear materials.
(6) A holder of nuclear materials shall ensure the safeguarding of nuclear materials and organise the storage thereof by material balance areas, and keep the records of nuclear materials for each material balance area separately.
(7) A holder of nuclear materials shall ensure that during direct inspections by international organisations referred to in paragraph three of the preceding Article, the equipment for continuous supervision of protection and keeping of nuclear material records functions smoothly.
(8) Holders of nuclear materials shall immediately inform the Police and the authority responsible for nuclear safety of any loss of control or possession of nuclear materials and take every action to regain complete control over the nuclear materials.
(9) The Government shall provide a detailed list of the nuclear materials to which the provisions of the preceding paragraphs of this Article apply and specify the obligations of the holders of nuclear materials concerning the provision of information on nuclear materials. The Government shall also determine the method of determining material balance areas, the method, form and the scope of keeping records of nuclear materials by material balance areas in a facility with nuclear materials, the form of internal control over the trade in these materials, and the method and form of transferring information on nuclear materials to the central register of nuclear materials.
8. MONITORING OF RADIOACTIVITY IN THE ENVIRONMENT
8.1 Monitoring of radioactivity
Article 158
(Environmental radioactivity monitoring)
(1) Environmental radioactivity monitoring shall provide data for assessing the doses received by members of the public.
(2) Environmental radioactivity monitoring shall include:
1. the monitoring of radioactivity in the environment;
the operational monitoring of radioactivity;
the pre-operational monitoring of radioactivity to determine the baseline radioactivity in the environment at the proposed location of a facility;
the post-operational monitoring of radioactivity;
the monitoring of a closed repository;
the radioactivity monitoring of shipments;
the monitoring of imported goods that could be radioactively contaminated; and
a special monitoring of radioactivity.
(3) The persons liable for environmental radioactivity monitoring shall be:
the authority responsible for nuclear safety: for air, surface and groundwater, sediments, soil, precipitation and certain products;
the authority responsible for radiation protection: for food and drinking water;
the ministry responsible for agriculture: for feed.
(4) The persons liable for the operational and post-operational monitoring of radioactivity shall be the operators of radiation or nuclear facilities and radiation practice operators holding a licence to discharge radioactive substances into the environment, and the operator of water distribution network for the operational verification monitoring of drinking water.
(5) The liable persons referred to in the preceding two paragraphs shall also be liable for special radioactivity monitoring and the monitoring of the effects of remediation measures ordered in the event of an emergency.
(6) Notwithstanding the provision of the preceding paragraph, the person liable for the special radioactivity monitoring of drinking water shall be the water distribution network operator.
(7) The person liable for the pre-operational monitoring of radioactivity by which the baseline environmental radioactivity is established at the proposed location of a facility, shall be the investor in the nuclear or radiation facility.
(8) The person liable for the radioactivity monitoring of a closed repository shall be the provider of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management.
(9) The person liable for the radioactivity monitoring of shipments and the monitoring of imported goods that could be radioactively contaminated shall be determined by the decree governing radioactivity checks in shipments and goods that could be radioactively contaminated.
Article 159
(Implementation of environmental radioactivity monitoring)
(1) Environmental radioactivity monitoring may be carried out by radioactivity monitoring providers that have obtained an authorisation issued by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, in agreement with the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(2) A legal person shall obtain an authorisation to carry out environmental radioactivity monitoring, except the monitoring of radioactivity of shipments, if it has appropriate accredited measuring methods, has at its disposal suitable measuring and other equipment that exceeds the planned volume of measurements for which it requests authorisation by at least one-third, has in place a management system suitable for the type, field and scope of its work and employs experts in radioactivity monitoring on a permanent basis.
(3) An expert in radioactivity monitoring referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be a person who has completed at least a second cycle master's degree programme in technical studies or natural science or the level of education that, in accordance with the law, corresponds to this level of knowledge and has acquired at least five years of work experience in environmental radioactivity monitoring since completing the studies.
(4) The authority responsible for nuclear safety shall issue an authorisation for carrying out the radioactivity monitoring of shipments.
(5) A legal or natural person shall obtain the authorisation referred to in the preceding paragraph if they have in place a measurement programme capable of detecting gamma radiation dose rate that is 20% higher than the radiation dose rate due to natural background.
(6) Based on the results of the environmental radioactivity monitoring:
the trends in population exposure due to radioactivity of the environment shall be established,
the data needed for early action in the event of a sudden increase of radioactivity in the environment shall be acquired,
an assessment of doses received by the population shall be made.
(7) The environmental radioactivity monitoring shall include continuous and periodic measurements of:
radioactivity in the ambient air,
external gamma radiation,
radioactivity in surface and groundwater and in sediments,
radioactivity in the soil and precipitation,
radioactivity in feed, drinking water, food and certain products.
(8) A report on environmental radioactivity monitoring shall include the information referred to in the preceding paragraph, and the information on the special monitoring in the event of increased radioactive contamination during an emergency referred to in Article 130 of this Act.
(9) The operational monitoring of radioactivity shall be:
the emission monitoring of radioactivity of a radiation, nuclear or other facility, including the monitoring of discharges of radioactive substances into the environment;
the immission monitoring of environmental radioactivity as a result of pollution caused by a radiation, nuclear or other facility;
the verification monitoring of drinking water to determine its health safety and compliance.
(10) The persons liable for environmental radioactivity monitoring referred to in the preceding Article shall regularly report measurement results to the authorities referred to in paragraph three of the preceding Article.
(11) The minister responsible for the environment, the minister responsible for health and the minister responsible for agriculture shall determine the design of environmental radioactivity monitoring, a detailed method and scope of all types of radioactivity monitoring, the methodology of sampling and measuring, the frequency and method of reporting the results of radioactivity monitoring, detailed conditions for obtaining an authorisation for monitoring providers, the methodology of measuring and sampling, the criteria for qualifications of monitoring providers and their required accreditation, the quality of measuring equipment, the types of facilities for which operational monitoring must be conducted, the method of reporting and informing the public, and the scope and method of drawing up and adopting an annual monitoring programme.
8.2 Radioactive contamination
Article 160
(Limit values)
The Government shall lay down the limit values for the radioactive contamination of air, the surface and groundwater intended for the production of drinking water, food, the human body, surfaces in the working environment, soil, feed, personal hygiene and personal care products, tobacco and tobacco products, building materials and other goods.
Article 161
(Contamination of individual samples)
If it is established based on the environmental radioactivity monitoring that individual samples of air, drinking water, water, soil, food, feed and individual products or materials exceed the limit values referred to in the preceding Article, the authority responsible for environmental radioactivity monitoring referred to in paragraph three of Article 158 of this Act shall order the implementation of a special radioactivity monitoring, measures to determine and eliminate the cause of contamination, and measures to reduce the exposure of people.
Article 162
(Contaminated areas due to an emergency)
(1) In the event of increased radioactive contamination of air, drinking water, water, soil, food, feed and individual products or materials as a result of an emergency, the Government shall determine:
1. the strategy and goals of the remediation of the contaminated area,
the design and programme of special monitoring,
the delimitation of the contaminated area and the identification of the affected public,
potential introduction of control or prohibition to enter the contaminated area,
any limits concerning the living conditions in the contaminated area,
the assessment of exposure of different population groups and the assessment of the methods for individual exposure control for certain people,
the planned protective measures, and
the method of reporting and informing the public.
(2) The minister responsible for the environment, the minister responsible for health, and with regard to food and feed also the minister responsible for agriculture, shall determine the content of and the conditions for obtaining a document by which the holder proves that food, feed, individual products, metal scrap are not contaminated with radioactivity and the conditions for obtaining the authorisation to provide monitoring.
Article 163
(Other measures related to increased radioactive contamination)
(1) In the event of increased radioactive contamination in the territory of EU Member States or third countries, the prohibitions, temporary restrictions and stricter conditions for trade control within the EU, the import or export of food, feed and agricultural products, and the design of and persons responsible for the implementation of these measures shall be regulated by the EU legal acts directly applicable in the territory of the EU.
(2) The Government shall designate the authorities responsible for the implementation of the EU legal acts referred to in the preceding paragraph.
Article 164
(Prohibition of use)
(1) A deliberate addition of radioactive substances in the production of feed, food, toys, jewellery and cosmetics, and the movement from or to EU Member States or import or export of such goods shall be prohibited.
(2) The use of living and working spaces and the placing on the market and use of water, food, feed and products shall not be permitted if they are contaminated with radionuclides so that the specific activity exceeds the limit values referred to in Article 160 of this Act.
(3) The activation of materials from which toys or jewellery are made to the extent that at the time of their placing on the market this activation cannot be disregarded from the radiation protection point of view shall be prohibited. Imports and exports of such goods or materials shall also be prohibited.
9. REMEDIATION OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF AN EMERGENCY
Article 165
(Remediation)
(1) A radiation source user or a facility operator shall carry out the remediation of contaminated areas if radioactive contamination occurred due to the use of its radiation source or facility or an emergency related thereto. The user or operator shall inform the authority responsible for nuclear safety thereof, or, in case of radiation practice in human and veterinary medicine, the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(2) The authority responsible for nuclear safety may order the radiation practice operator using the radiation source or operating the facility that caused the emergency to remedy the consequences of the emergency, as a special measure.
(3) The competent authority may also order the remediation of the consequences of omission of prescribed conduct referred to in the preceding paragraph if the cessation of radiation source use or facility operation has not been carried out in accordance with regulations.
(4) If a radiation source is used in human and veterinary medicine and not in a radiation facility, or in the event of an emergency during radiological procedures, the special measures referred to in the preceding two paragraphs shall be imposed by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
Article 166
(Subsidiary obligation of the state)
(1) If due to bankruptcy or other reason a facility operator or a radiation source user cannot ensure the remediation of the consequences of an emergency or the consequences of the omission of the prescribed operations for managing radioactive substances, or the facility operator or radiation source user cannot be identified, or the responsible entity is not in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia, the state shall ensure that remediation works ordered by the competent authority referred to in the preceding Article are carried out in full.
(2) If the reasons referred to in the preceding paragraph cease, the state shall demand from the facility operator or radiation source user to reimburse the costs of the ordered special measures that the state covered instead of the operator or user. In the event of bankruptcy of a facility operator or radiation source operator, the amount paid by the state to cover the costs of ordered special measures shall be reimbursed to the state in accordance with the rules applying to the payment of the costs of bankruptcy proceedings under the Act governing insolvency proceedings.
Article 167
(Remediation in case of permanent exposure)
(1) The Government shall grant an area that is permanently exposed due to an emergency, past radiation practice or other past economic activities, the status of an area at risk and determine the regime of comprehensive remediation for this area, in accordance with regulations governing environmental protection.
(2) Within the regime of comprehensive remediation, the Government shall also designate the competent entities and determine measures to prevent harmful effects of radiation in the territory of the state resulting from an emergency caused by a radiation source abroad.
(3) For areas referred to in the preceding two paragraphs in which the residual contamination is long-term, the Government shall adopt arrangements to provide for a continuous monitoring of exposure, if necessary in order to establish normal living conditions, including the determination of appropriate reference levels and the establishment of infrastructure to support continuous self-protective measures in the affected areas, such as providing information, advice and control, remediation measures, if appropriate, and marked areas, if appropriate.
10. REPORT ON IONISING RADIATION PROTECTION AND NUCLEAR SAFETY
Article 168
(Report)
(1) Every year by 31 July, the authority responsible for nuclear safety, in cooperation with other authorities, shall draw up a report on ionising radiation protection and nuclear safety for the previous year.
(2) The report referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be considered and adopted by the Government and submitted to the National Assembly for information.
(3) When the report is adopted by the Government, it shall be published so that it is available to the public.
Article 169
(Data for the report)
(1) The report referred to in the preceding Article shall include data on:
1. the operation of facilities relevant to radiation or nuclear safety;
radioactivity in the environment from the report on the environmental radioactivity monitoring, including the data from the monitoring of radioactive contamination of the air in the living and working environments, and of food and feed;
the doses received from the report on the assessment of doses received by the population, including the data on exposure due to natural radiation sources;
the inspection programmes carried out under this Act and the key findings thereof;
the exposure of patients from the report on exposure due to radiological procedures;
the entry from or exit to EU Member States, import, export and transit of radioactive waste, spent fuel and radioactive substances;
the management of radioactive waste and spent fuel;
adverse effects of radioactivity on human health;
the implementation of measures for radiation and nuclear safety;
international cooperation in radiation and nuclear safety;
the work of councils and authorised experts appointed pursuant to the provisions of this Act;
the performance of radiation practices and the use of nuclear energy around the world;
the training of authorised persons, development studies, professional examinations and international professional cooperation in radiation protection and nuclear safety;
the attainment of goals of the resolution on the nuclear and radiation safety in the Republic of Slovenia and the resolution on the national programme for radioactive waste and spent fuel management.
(2) In addition to the data referred to in the preceding paragraph, the report on radiation protection and nuclear safety shall also include the assessment of the performance of state authorities, the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and the unauthorised use of nuclear materials, and proposals for urgent and priority tasks to improve radiation and nuclear safety.
11. DATABASES OF RADIATION SOURCES AND RADIATION PRACTICES
Article 170
(Databases)
(1) The databases kept pursuant to this Act shall be the register of radiation practices, the register of radiation sources and the register of radiation, nuclear and less important radiation facilities and closed repositories.
(2) As part of the register of radiation practices, the competent authorities referred to in paragraph six of this Article shall also keep a database of personal data of the officers referred to in Article 52 of this Act and the exposed workers of the radiation practice operator, and the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall also keep the database of personal data of workers in radiation protection units referred to in Article 51 of this Act as part of the register of radiation and nuclear facilities.
(3) The two competent authorities shall keep the databases referred to in the preceding paragraph to ensure the radiation protection of exposed workers and determine compliance with prescribed conditions for education qualifications, professional competence, medical fitness for work and inclusion in the system of personal dosimetry of exposed workers.
(4) The databases referred to in paragraph two of this Article shall contain the following data:
name,
occupation and educational qualifications,
professional competence (the date of validity of the certificate of completed training in radiation protection);
medical fitness for work (the date of validity of the medical certificate).
(5) The data referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be kept on file for as long as the person performs the work of an exposed worker or worker in a radiation protection unit or serves as a radiation protection officer.
(6) The registers referred to in paragraph one of this Article shall be maintained as public registers by the authority responsible for nuclear safety, except the registers of radiation practices, radiation sources and less important radiation facilities in human and veterinary medicine, which shall be maintained as a public register by the authority responsible for radiation protection.
(7) The data from the register of radiation sources on high-activity radiation sources and sources that are relevant to protection, and personal data referred to in paragraph two of this Article shall not be public.
(8) Only the competent authorities referred to in paragraph two of this Article, the ministry responsible for internal affairs, the Police and the competent inspectors referred to in Article 178 of this Act shall have access to the data referred to in paragraph seven of this Article. The owner and the holder of a radiation source shall have access to the data referred to in paragraph seven of this Article that relate to their radiation source.
(9) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall determine the types of sources referred to in paragraph seven of this Article for which the data in the registers are not public and which data on sources are not public.
Article 171
(Content of registers)
(1) The register of radiation practices shall consist of the record of radiation practice operators and the associated collection of documents.
(2) The register of radiation sources shall consist of the record of registered radiation sources and radiation sources for which a use licence was issued, and the associated collection of documents.
(3) The register of nuclear, radiation and less important radiation facilities and closed repositories shall consist of the record of facilities with the status of a nuclear, radiation or less important radiation facility or closed repository, and the associated collection of documents.
(4) The records referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall contain information from the documents, in particular the following:
the company name and registered office or the name and address of the radiation practice operator or radiation source user;
the description of the radiation practice or the radiation source;
the conditions for carrying out the radiation practice and using the radiation source;
the information on the geo-location of the radiation source.
(5) The collection of documents referred to in paragraphs one, two and three of this Article shall consist of the documents concerning the radiation practice registration or licence, the radiation source registration or use licence, the decision on the status of a radiation, nuclear or less important facility or closed repository, the opinions and approvals related to nuclear and radiation safety in the procedure for the siting and construction of radiation and nuclear facilities, and the licences for the operation of the facility.
(6) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall prescribe in detail the content of the registers, the form and the method of keeping the registers, the method of determining operating costs of providing information, and the method of sending documents and communicating the data that are part of the registers.
12. FINANCING OF IONISING RADIATION PROTECTION AND NUCLEAR SAFETY
Article 172
(Costs covered by radiation practice operators)
(1) Radiation practice operators and radiation source operators or users shall cover the costs of:
1. their own measures for radiation and nuclear safety under this Act;
the implementation of international missions in their facilities (Article 5);
the making of a justification assessment (Article 32);
the implementation of radiation protection measures (Article 29);
the making of a radiation protection assessment (Article 40);
the obligatory consultations and other services of authorised radiation protection experts (Article 42);
the services of authorised dosimetry service providers (Article 45);
the keeping of databases of personal doses of exposed workers (Article 49);
the operation of an organisational unit for radiation protection or a radiation protection officer (Articles 51 and 52);
the passing of a professional exam to carry out radiation protection duties by persons employed in radiation protection units and by radiation protection officers (Article 53);
the health surveillance carried out by authorised occupational medicine providers (Articles 56 and 57);
the implementation of measures to reduce exposure due to building materials (Article 64);
the implementation of measures to reduce the exposure of workers or members of the public due to natural radiation sources (Article 65);
the implementation of measures to reduce exposure due to radon (Articles 67, 68, 69 and 70);
the performance of radiological procedures (Article 76);
the drawing-up of a programme of radiological procedures (Article 77);
the services of authorised medical physics experts (Article 78);
the assessment and verification of radiological procedures (Article 82);
the keeping of the databases of personal doses due to radiological procedures (Article 83);
the services of authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts (Article 88);
the management of a programme for monitoring operating experience in radiation or nuclear facilities (Article 90);
the provision of adequate financial resources and guarantees (Article 91);
the provision of a sufficient number of qualified workers for the operation of the radiation or nuclear facility (Article 92);
the implementation of the management system (Article 93);
the regular, comprehensive and systematic assessment and verification of radiation and nuclear safety (Article 112);
any special safety review (Article 113);
any special review of the safety report (Article 119);
the reporting on the operation of facilities (Article 120);
radioactive waste management services (points 1 and 3 of paragraph three of Article 122);
the planning and implementation of protection and rescue measures (Article 130);
the services of physical protection providers (Article 144);
the security vetting of persons they employ (Article 149);
the keeping of records and the control of nuclear materials by the material balance areas (Article 157);
the services of providers of the operational, pre-operational, post-operational and special monitoring of radioactivity and the monitoring of the effects of remediation measures ordered in the event of an emergency (Article 158);
control in the event of increased radioactive contamination of products (Article 163);
the implementation of imposed special measures to remedy the consequences of an emergency or of the omission of the prescribed operations for managing radioactive substances, including the costs of the monitoring and control of remediation effects (Article 165).
(2) The services of the disposal of radioactive waste from the Krško NPP referred to in points 2 and 3 of paragraph three of Article 122 of this Act shall be financed from the fund referred to in paragraph nine of Article 122 of this Act.
Article 173
(Public costs of ionising radiation protection and nuclear safety)
The state shall provide resources for the financing of:
1. the administrative, expert and supervisory duties of the state related to ionising radiation protection and nuclear safety;
the operation of expert councils (Article 6);
the implementation of measures for the preparedness for orphan sources and the searching thereof (Article 26);
the keeping of the central register of doses (Article 49);
the health surveillance of exposed workers and the population in the event of an emergency (Article 60);
the systematic monitoring of the working and living environments to ensure protection against radiation due to exposure to natural radiation sources and existing exposures that cannot be disregarded from the radiation protection point of view (Articles 62 and 63);
the systematic monitoring and measurements of radon (Article 66);
the implementation of measures to reduce radon exposure in the buildings used for the provision of childcare, education, cultural or healthcare programmes (paragraph eight of Article 68);
the keeping of databases of radon measurements (Article 72);
the keeping of the register of medical physicists (Article 80);
the keeping of the central register of performed radiological procedures (Article 83);
the drawing-up of the report on assessed doses received by the population (Article 84);
the commission on the verification of compliance with prescribed conditions by qualified workers and the drawing-up of programmes for examining professional competence, the psychophysical characteristics of workers and the availability with regard to the absence of alcohol and drugs of qualified workers in a radiation facility (Article 92);
the management of radioactive waste or spent fuel if the producer of radioactive waste or spent fuel is not known (Article 121);
the keeping of the central register of radioactive waste and spent fuel (Article 121);
the provision of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management in the part not covered by the user of radiation source (point 1 of paragraph three of Article 122);
the provision of the obligatory state SGEI of management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of closed repositories (points 4 and 5 of paragraph three of Article 122 and Article 123);
the planning of protective measures if the user of radiation source cannot be identified, or the entity responsible is not in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia (Article 132);
the keeping of records of nuclear materials (Article 157);
the monitoring of environmental radioactivity, the monitoring of a closed repository, the special monitoring of radioactivity and the monitoring of the effects of remediation measures ordered in the event of an emergency (Article 158);
the measures ordered to remedy the consequences of an emergency or of the omission of prescribed operations for managing radioactive substances, if the person that has used or operated the radiation source or omitted the prescribed operations for managing a radiation source or radioactive waste cannot be identified or if the consequences cannot be remedied in any other way (Article 166);
the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management that provides services whose users cannot be identified or whose use cannot be measured (Article 166);
the arrangement of comprehensive remediation in an area of permanent exposure (Article 167);
the drawing-up of reports on radiation protection and nuclear safety (Article 168);
the keeping of registers of radiation practices, radiation sources and radiation and nuclear facilities as public registers (Article 171);
the planning and implementation of protective measures in accordance with the regulations on the protection against natural and other disasters;
other measures concerning radiation and nuclear safety when they are provided by the state under this Act due to the public interest.
Article 174
(Provision of training for authorised experts and competent authorities)
(1) The state shall provide resources for the financing of:
1. the training of authorised radiation protection experts;
the training of authorised medical physics experts;
the training of authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts;
development studies and independent expert reviews, and international expert cooperation in radiation protection and nuclear safety;
the training of public employees of competent authorities under this Act.
(2) The resources referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be available to the authority responsible for nuclear safety and the authority responsible for radiation protection.
13. COMPENSATION FOR RESTRICTED LAND USE DUE TO A NUCLEAR FACILITY
Article 175
(Area of restricted land use)
(1) The area of restricted land use due to a nuclear facility shall be the area where the use of land is restricted due to measures to ensure the radiation and nuclear safety of a nuclear facility.
(2) The radiation and nuclear safety measures that restrict the use of land in the vicinity of a nuclear facility shall be land use restrictions that reduce the possibility of occurrence of an industrial or other accident outside the nuclear facility that could affect nuclear safety, restrictions concerning population density, and requirements concerning local infrastructure facilities aimed at reducing the possibility of a health detriment in the event of an emergency in the nuclear facility.
(3) The extent of the area of restricted land use and restrictions on land use in this area shall be determined in the opinion referred to in paragraph four of Article 95 of this Act.
Article 176
(Right to compensation due to restricted land use)
(1) The beneficiary of the compensation for restricted land use shall be the local community in whose territory is the area of restricted land use.
(2) The compensation for restricted land use shall be paid to the beneficiary as a compensation for reduced financial resources of the local community and a compensation for reduced value of local infrastructure facilities.
(3) The Government shall prescribe in detail the criteria for determining the amount of compensation for restricted land use, the method of assessing, calculating and paying the compensation, and the start and end of receiving the compensation.
(4) The criteria for determining the amount of compensation referred to in the preceding paragraph shall take into account:
the type of nuclear facility,
the number of nuclear facilities whose areas of restricted use overlap,
the area of the restricted land use area,
the area of the territory of the municipality located in the area of restricted land use.
Article 177
(Persons liable to pay compensation)
(1) The person liable to pay compensation for restricted land use shall be the operator of the nuclear facility, except in the period preceding the commissioning, when the liable person shall be the investor in the nuclear facility.
(2) The compensation for restricted land use shall be paid monthly.
14. INSPECTIONS
Article 178
(Inspections)
(1) Inspections under this Act shall cover the supervision of the implementation of the provisions of this Act and the regulations issued and the measures imposed pursuant thereto.
(2) Inspections under this Act shall be carried out by the authority responsible for nuclear safety and the authority responsible for radiation protection, each in its respective field of work. Inspections of physical protection shall be carried out by the inspectorate responsible for internal affairs.
(3) In addition to the authorities referred to in the preceding paragraph, the inspections of construction measures for new buildings and works on existing buildings in order to protect human health from the harmful effects of radon shall be carried out by the competent authority under the provisions of the Act governing construction.
(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Act governing construction, in addition to the competent inspectors under the provisions of the Act governing construction, the authority responsible for nuclear safety shall also be responsible for supervising the construction of a radiation or nuclear facility in terms of nuclear and radiation safety of the facility.
(5) The competent authority referred to in paragraph two of this Article shall draw up annual programmes of inspections. In drawing up the programmes, they shall take into account the relevance and type of risks posed by the controlled radiation practice, the assessment of arrangements for radiation protection and the assessment of compliance with the provisions of this Act by practice operators.
(6) The inspectors of the competent authority shall ensure that when an orphaned source is found, all the procedures prescribed by this Act are carried out, from the potential imposition of emergency remediation measures to the return to the country of origin, if known, or the handover of the found source to the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management for safe storage.
(7) Inspection authorities referred to in paragraph two of this Article shall act in a coordinated manner in accordance with the principle of cooperation of inspection authorities due to the priority of ensuring nuclear safety and radiation protection.
(8) The inspectorate responsible for internal affairs shall inform the authority that issued the approval of the physical protection plan referred to in paragraph two of Article 145 of this Act of an intended inspection concerning physical protection under this Act.
(9) Within the scope of inspections, inspectors may:
1. issue decisions and impose measures under the Act governing inspection;
impose radiation protection measures, radiation and nuclear safety measures, and measures concerning the physical protection of nuclear facilities and materials and radioactive substances pursuant to this Act;
order the cessation of radiation practice or radiation source use if they establish that licences to carry out a practice or use a radiation source under this Ac have not been issued or that the prescribed operations for managing radiation sources or radioactive waste have been omitted;
seal a radiological device if it does not comply with the acceptability criteria for correct functioning;
seal an X-ray device if no longer used by the holder or if no licence under this Act has been obtained for its use;
order the prohibition of or restriction on placing contaminated products on the market, the market availability of such products or their withdrawal or recall from the market, and take additional measures to ensure the prohibition is observed;
examine the threat assessment and the documents on the physical protection of classified information, in accordance with the regulations governing classified information.
(10) The competent inspector shall also send the record of inspections in which deficiencies were detected regarding radiation protection of outside workers to the outside undertaking.
(11) Before proposing the initiation of minor offence proceedings, the competent inspector may seize the radiation source if they assess that the management thereof would cause harm to people’s health and the environment.
(12) The records of inspections concerning physical protection shall be classified. Their level of classification shall be determined in accordance with the regulations governing the protection of classified information.
(13) In addition to the facility operator or carrier, the authority that issued the approval of the physical protection plan referred to in Article 145 of this Act shall also be informed of the records referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(14) In addition to the liable persons, the authority responsible for radiation protection shall also be informed about the record of inspection referred to in paragraph three of this Article.
(15) An appeal against an inspector’s decision to cease the performance of practice or use of radiation source referred to in paragraph eight of this Article shall not stay its execution.
(16) The minister responsible for internal affairs shall prescribe the equipment of inspectors who carry out the supervision of physical protection of nuclear and radioactive substances, materials and facilities.
(17) The authority responsible for nuclear safety and the authority responsible for radiation protection shall, each in its field of competence, ensure prompt informing of all stakeholders, including the producers and suppliers of radiation sources and, where appropriate, international organisations about the important findings of inspections and the information in the reports on emergencies concerning radiation protection and nuclear safety.
15. PENAL PROVISIONS
Article 179
(Offences)
(1) A legal person shall be fined from EUR 5,000 to EUR 250,000 EUR, or from EUR 10,000 to EUR 500,000 if it is considered a medium-sized or large company under the regulation governing companies, for the offences of:
1. carrying out a radiation a practice under this Act without registration or valid licence (Article 18);
using a radiation source not registered in the register of radiation sources or for which it has no use licence (paragraph one of Article 21);
removing a radioactive substance from regulatory control without a licence of the competent authority (paragraph one of Article 24);
deliberately diluting radioactive substances to meet the conditions for the clearance thereof (paragraph one of Article 25);
using a closed radiation source or the container thereof that is mechanically damaged or suspected to be leaking or otherwise broken (paragraph three of Article 25);
using a fire alarm containing a radiation source with gaseous progeny (paragraph four of Article 25);
using a radioactive lightning conductor (paragraph five of Article 25);
failing, as the operator of a large postal centre, airport or port through which goods that could be radioactively contaminated or could contain orphaned sources are imported or the operator of a waste and processing facilities for metal scrap, to install a system for detecting increased radioactive contamination or increased ionising radiation or to introduce procedures for action in such cases (paragraph four of Article 26);
failing to inform the authority responsible for nuclear safety or to carry out the ordered radiation protection measures when an orphaned source is found (paragraph five of Article 26);
failing, as the radiation practice operator, to provide written procedures for work related to the performance of a radiation practice (point 2 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing, as the radiation practice operator, to comply with operating limits, written procedures and instructions for work related to the performance of a radiation practice (point 3 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to inform an exposed worker, trainee or student of health risks arising from their work, the content of general procedures and limits related to the performance of a radiation practice, the content of procedures and limits related to a particular post or work performed, the content of those parts of emergency plans or instructions of which they must be notified, the importance of complying with the technical, health and administrative requirements and of the necessity of early notification of pregnancy or breastfeeding (point 4 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing, as the radiation practice operator, to provide the training for persons involved in the performance of the radiation practice, the refreshing of their knowledge and regular examinations of competence in radiation protection (point 5 paragraph one of Article 29);
failing, as a radiation practice operator, to categorise exposed workers into two categories according to the probability and magnitude of potential exposure (point 6 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to provide adequate protective equipment and personal protective equipment and ensure the verification of its effectiveness (point 7 paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to ensure the implementation of control measures and the performance of measurements in supervised and monitored areas, including prescribed inspections of radiation sources, protective equipment, personal protective equipment, working conditions, radiation conditions and personal dosimetry, or failing to ensure the use of appropriate equipment and procedures for measuring and assessing the exposure of exposed workers and members of the public and assessing the radioactive contamination of the environment, or failing to provide verification of effectiveness and maintenance of equipment for measuring and assessing the exposure and regular calibration of the measuring equipment (points 8, 9 and 10 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to provide the health surveillance of exposed workers (point 11 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to immediately notify competent authorities in the event of the exceedance of dose limits, the radioactive contamination of the working environment, the loss, theft or incorrect use of a radiation source or an emergency (point 12 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to implement the prescribed measures for the protection of radiation sources (point 13 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to implement measures after radiation source is ceased to be used or radiation practice ceased to be performed (point 14 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to produce or implement the plan of measures to prevent emergencies and emergency instructions, or failing to implement remediation measures after an emergency (points 15 and 16 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing to keep prescribed records or failing to report in accordance with regulations (points 17 and 18 of paragraph one of Article 29);
failing, as an air carrier, to implement radiation protection measures to protect its crew against cosmic radiation when the expected exposure by a crew member exceeds the doses prescribed by regulations for a member of the public (paragraph four of Article 29);
failing, as a radiation practice operator responsible for a high-activity radiation source, to ensure that the training and information provided to workers, trainees or students includes special requirements for the safe management and control of such sources (paragraph eight of Article 29);
causing, as the radiation practice operator, overexposure to radiation of workers, trainees, students or members of the public, or failing to optimise the radiation protection of people and the environment or to apply dose constraints in the optimisation of radiation protection (Article 31);
producing or importing, as a producer or importer, consumer products whose intended use could constitute a new type of radiation practice without the approval of the competent authority (paragraph one of Article 33);
selling or enabling any disposal of consumer products whose intended use is not justified in accordance with the provisions of Article 33 of this Act or does not meet the criteria for exemption from notification under Article 16 of this Act (paragraph five of Article 33);
performing non-medical imaging involving exposure of an individual without the approval of the competent authority (Article 34);
assigning a person under 18 years of age to a post in which they would become an exposed worker or failing to transfer a pregnant woman who does not want to continue working with radiation sources as soon as she had informed it about her pregnancy to a post that does not involve work with radiation sources, or failing to temporarily transfer a breastfeeding woman as soon as she had informed it of her condition to a post without the risk of a significant input of radionuclides into her body or the radioactive contamination of her body, or putting a pregnant or breastfeeding woman in a less advantageous position regarding working conditions by such transfer (Article 38);
assigning a worker against their will to a post involving special duties or transferring a worker who had exceeded dose limits due to the performance of special duties without the worker's consent to a different post or prohibiting the worker from performing their usual work (paragraphs one and two of Article 39);
failing, as the radiation practice operator, to ensure the making of radiation protection assessment (paragraphs one and two of Article 40);
failing to provide regular determination of workers’ exposure (paragraph one of Article 45);
sending data on the personal doses of exposed workers to the authorised occupational medicine provider for further processing and to the central register of personal doses without a written consent of the exposed workers, or assigning a worker, trainee or student to a post exposed to radiation without their written consent (paragraphs one and three of Article 48);
failing, as a radiation practice operator operating a nuclear or radiation facility, to ensure the functioning of a special radiation protection unit or failing to ensure that the radiation protection organisational unit functions separately from other organisational units, or if the quality of the equipment, the scope or content of the work of the radiation protection unit does not comply with the conditions prescribed (paragraphs one and two of Article 51);
failing, as the radiation practice operator, to ensure that the radiation protection of outside workers is arranged in the same manner as for the workers employed by the radiation practice operator, including that the activities carried out by the outside workers are justified in terms of radiation protection in accordance with the principles of this Act, the exposure of outside workers is optimised, including by setting dose constraints and reference levels, and their dose limits are not exceeded, and that the limits for pregnant and breastfeeding women, trainees and students are applied to outside workers, or failing to ensure that the radiation protection assessment takes into account radiation protection aspects related to the nature and type of work performed by the outside workers (paragraph two of Article 54);
failing, as the radiation practice operator, to verify whether the outside workers have undergone a medical examination and meet the special health requirements concerning the work to which they are assigned, or to verify whether the outside workers have been classified in the appropriate categories with regard to the nature of work, the magnitude of expected exposure and the probability and magnitude of potential exposure, or to ensure that the outside workers are adequately trained and familiar with radiation protection measures regarding the work they perform, similarly to the employees of the radiation practice operator, or to ensure that the outside workers use suitable personal protection equipment, or to ensure that personal radiation exposure is determined for outside workers in accordance with the nature of exposure and the type of radiation, and that the data on their personal doses are reported to the authority responsible for radiation protection, to the central register of personal doses and to the outside undertaking, or to ensure that a radiation protection assessment is made for the activities involving the outside workers (paragraph three of Article 54);
failing, as an outside undertaking, to ensure that the outside workers are informed of the health risks involved in their work, the content of the general procedures and safety measures related to the performance of the radiation practice, the content of the procedures and safety measures related to a specific workplace or work they perform, the content of the parts of emergency plans or instructions that they must be familiar with, the importance of complying with technical, health and administrative requirements, the necessity of early notification of pregnancy or breastfeeding to prevent exposure of the embryo or the possibility of internal radioactive contamination or intake of radioactivity into the body, and to ensure that the outside workers are trained to carry out a radiation practice and are under health surveillance in the extent determined by this Act, their personal doses are reported to the authorised health surveillance provider and their personal exposure to radiation is determined, and that a radiation protection assessment is made for the activities involving outside workers (paragraph four of Article 54);
failing, as an outside undertaking, to provide to the facility or radiation practice operator the data referred to in paragraph four of Article 49 of this Act before commencing works in a supervised area (paragraph five of Article 54);
starting, as the radiation practice operator, works involving the exposed workers of an outside undertaking, even though the outside undertaking has not provided the data referred to in paragraph four of Article 49 of this Act or the submitted data show that under the provisions of this Act the workers of the outside undertaking cannot perform works within the radiation practice (paragraph six of Article 54);
assigning a worker to work in a supervised area despite failing to provide measurements of doses received by this worker from an authorised dosimetry service provider or assigning a worker to such a post even though the competent authority granted an objection to the assignment (paragraphs one and four of Article 55);
failing, as an employer or training provider, to provide the health surveillance of exposed workers, trainees or students or to provide it within the prescribed extent, or failing to provide special health surveillance whenever one of the prescribed dose limits is or is suspected to be exceeded or at the request of the authority responsible for radiation protection (paragraphs four and seven of Article 56);
assigning a worker to a post, even though the results of health surveillance show that the worker is not fit for that post (paragraph three of Article 56);
failing to send to the authorised occupational medicine provider at the provider's request all the information related to the work performed by a worker within the radiation practice (paragraph five of Article 56);
failing, as the employer with which a worker has been exposed to radiation, to provide health surveillance after the worker's work is terminated (paragraph one of Article 57);
performing a radiological procedure without a licence or without an approved programme of radiological procedures or contrary to the approved programme of radiological procedures (paragraph one of Article 75);
performing an unjustified radiological procedure (paragraph two of Article 75);
failing to ensure that only healthcare workers with adequate professional competence participate in radiological procedures, or failing to define the responsibilities and duties of referrers, doctors responsible for radiological procedures, radiographers and medical physicists (paragraph four of Article 75);
allowing a radiological procedure to be performed by a person who has not completed the prescribed training and examination of competence required for persons performing radiological procedures (paragraph five of Article 75);
performing a radiological procedure with a radiation source that does not meet the acceptance criteria for the correct functioning of radiological equipment (paragraph six of Article 75);
failing to ensure regular monitoring and measurements of parameters of the functioning of the radiation source used for radiological procedures (paragraph seven of Article 75);
performing a radiological procedure not prescribed or approved by a doctor referred to in Article 76 of this Act (paragraph one of Article 76);
failing to provide a referrer with the referral criteria and the procedures for planning radiological procedures (paragraph one of Article 76);
performing a radiological procedure without or contrary to written procedures for the procedure concerned (paragraph three of Article 76);
failing to ensure that radiological procedures are conducted in accordance with good radiological practice, that the information on patient exposure due to a radiological procedure is an integral part of the procedure report, that the dose received during radiotherapy is planned for each patient separately in such a way that exposure outside clinical volumes is as low as reasonably achievable and feasible with regard to the purpose of the therapy, and that on average, the approved diagnostic reference levels are not exceeded during a diagnostic procedure (paragraph four of Article 76);
carrying out land use activities without an opinion or approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraph five of Article 95, paragraph two of Article 96, paragraph one of Article 97, paragraph one of Article 98 and paragraph one of Article 105) or without an opinion of the authority responsible for radiation protection (paragraph one of Article 98);
starting a commissioning of a facility without an approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraph two of Article 108);
starting or ceasing the operation of a nuclear or radiation facility, or starting the disposal of radioactive waste, or closing a repository for radioactive waste, or starting or concluding the decommissioning of a nuclear or radiation facility, or concluding mining works to cease the extraction of nuclear minerals, or starting the disposal of mining or hydrometallurgical tailings, or closing a repository for mining or hydrometallurgical tailings without a licence of the authority responsible for nuclear safety, or storing fresh fuel on the construction site of the nuclear power plant or research reactor without a licence of the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraph one of Article 109);
failing to act in accordance with an order of a competent authority regarding the performance of a special safety review or measures for improving radiation or nuclear safety of a facility (Article 113);
introducing modifications, as a facility operator, without a prior written confirmation that it is not necessary to obtain authorization or without the approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraph five of Article 116 and paragraph two of Article 117);
exceeding operational limits and conditions without or contrary to the approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraphs one and two of Article 118);
storing or processing radioactive waste or spent fuel at the place of generation without a licence of the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraph six of Article 121);
introducing radioactive substances from or removing them to EU Member States contrary to the EU legal acts that are directly applicable in the EU or importing or exporting radioactive substances without a licence of the competent authority (paragraphs one and three of Article 126);
introducing nuclear materials and radioactive waste or spent fuel from or removing them to EU Member States, importing, exporting or carrying out the transit of nuclear materials and radioactive waste or spent fuel without a licence or approval of the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraphs one and four of Article 126 and paragraph one of Article 127);
failing to ensure the planning or implementation of physical protection measures (paragraph one of Article 144, paragraph eight of Article 145 and Article 148);
using or possessing nuclear goods contrary to the provisions of Article 156 of this Act, or not allowing the inspection of nuclear goods or not cooperating with the representatives of international organisations performing an inspection in accordance with international agreements;
failing to provide the operational, pre-operational or post operational monitoring of radioactivity or the radioactivity monitoring of a closed repository or failing to provide a special monitoring or the monitoring of the effects of remediation measures ordered in the event of an emergency (paragraphs four, five, six, seven and eight of Article 158);
intentionally adding radioactive substances to feed, food, toys, jewellery and cosmetics, or introducing from or removing to EU Member States or importing or exporting such goods (paragraph one of Article 164);
making available for use working or living spaces or placing on the market or making available for use water, food, feed and products that are contaminated with radionuclides so that the prescribed limit radioactive contamination values are exceeded (paragraph two of Article 164);
performing an activity in which the material from which toys or jewellery are made is activated to the extent that at the time of their placing on the market this activation cannot be disregarded from a radiation protection point of view, or importing or exporting such goods or material (paragraph three of Article 164);
failing to act in accordance with the order of a competent inspector or using a sealed radiological or X-ray device (paragraph eight of Article 178).
(2) A sole trader or an individual who performs an independent activity shall be fined from EUR 5,000 to EUR 150,000 for the offences referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(3) The responsible person of the legal person or of the sole trader or the individual who performs an independent activity shall also be fined from EUR 1,000 to EUR 10,000 for the offences referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
Article 180
(Particularly serious offences)
If the nature of the offence referred to in the preceding Article is particularly serious due to the amount of damage caused or the amount of proceeds of unlawful conduct or the perpetrator's intent or intention of unlawful gain, a legal person shall be fined from EUR 15,000 to EUR 750,000, or from EUR 30,000 to EUR 1,500,000 if it is considered a medium-sized or large company under the regulation governing companies, a sole trader or an individual who performs an independent activity shall be fined from EUR 15,000 to EUR 450,000, and the responsible person of the legal person, sole trader or individual who performs an independent activity shall be fined from EUR 3,000 to EUR 30.000.
Article 181
(Minor offences)
(1) A legal person shall be fined from EUR 1,800 to EUR 125,000, or from EUR 3,500 to EUR 250,000 if it is considered a medium-sized or large company under the regulation governing companies, for the offence of:
1. failing to keep documents on file in the prescribed manner (paragraphs one, two and three of Article 9);
failing to ensure that the radiation protection assessment is reviewed in the prescribed instances, failing to draw up a proposal for amendments to radiation protection measures and, in relation to these measures, ensure that the radiation protection assessment is amended when this is necessary to improve the radiation protection of exposed workers, trainees and students or if the radiation practice has changed significantly, or failing to start introducing the amended radiation protection measures after obtaining a radiation practice licence (paragraphs one, two and six of Article 41);
failing to consult with authorised radiation protection experts regarding the protection of exposed workers (paragraph two of Article 42);
failing to send the results of measurements of exposed workers' doses to the authorised occupational medicine provider and to inform the exposed workers thereof (paragraph three of Article 47);
in an emergency or in the event of exceeded dose limits, failing to ensure that data on workers' personal doses are available to the authority responsible for nuclear safety, the authority responsible for radiation protection, the radiation practice operator and the authorised occupational medicine provider without delay (paragraph four of Article 47);
failing, as an authorised dosimetry service provider, to send data on personal doses of exposed workers to the central register of personal doses within the prescribed time limits referred to in Article 49 of this Act (paragraph three of Article 49);
failing, as an employer, to report the doses that its employees received abroad to the authority responsible for radiation protection, for the central register of personal doses referred to in Article 49 of this Act in the prescribed time limits (paragraph four of Article 50);
failing to appoint a radiation protection officer or to inform the competent authority of such appointment, or failing to ensure that the radiation protection officer has professional independence at work and suitable working conditions (paragraphs one, four and six of Article 52);
failing, as an outside undertaking, to designate a radiation protection officer for its workers or make an arrangement with the radiation practice operator for which the outside workers work, so that the operator's radiation protection officer also assumes the responsibility for the outside workers (paragraph five of Article 52);
failing to ensure an inspection of working and living environments and an assessment of doses received that were ordered by the competent authority (paragraph four of Article 63);
selling building material included in the list of building materials that could result in the reference level for building materials being exceeded without first ensuring the measurements and the assessment of suitability by an authorised radiation protection expert, or failing to comply with the measures and conditions for the use of this material as prescribed by the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraphs two, three and four of Article 64);
failing to act in accordance with the order of a competent authority to carry out measures to reduce the exposure of workers and members of the public, and measures to protect exposed workers (paragraphs one and two of Article 65);
failing to provide radon and thoron measurements in an area with high radon levels in workplaces on the ground floor or in basements or throughout the territory of the Republic of Slovenia in workplaces at locations where increased radon or thoron concentrations can be expected (paragraphs one and two of Article 67 in conjunction with Article 74);
failing to provide exposure assessment in the event of exceeded reference levels or to implement the measures to reduce radon or thoron exposure or, in the cases referred to in paragraph five of Article 68 of this Act, failing to monitor the conditions affecting the exposure and to reassess the dose in the event of any changes, or failing to verify the effectiveness of implemented measures by taking new measurements within time limits set out in Article 68 of this Act (paragraphs one, two, four, five, six and seven of Article 68 in conjunction with Article 74);
failing to act in accordance with an order of the competent authority regarding the implementation of measures to reduce the exposure of workers to radon or thoron (Article 69 in conjunction with Article 74);
failing, as a designer in planning or a contactor in carrying out the construction of new buildings or works in existing buildings, to comply with the prescribed requirements for ensuring the protection of human health against harmful effects of radon or thoron (paragraphs one and two of Article 70 in conjunction with Article 74);
failing to put in place a monitoring system for events involving an actual or potential unintended exposure (paragraph two of Article 81);
failing to inform the authority responsible for radiation protection of any significant unintended exposures and of the findings of the investigation of the event and the measures taken to prevent unintended exposures (paragraphs four and five of Article 81);
failing to provide clinical audits in performing radiological procedures or failing to do so after every emergency (paragraphs one and two of Article 82);
failing to provide a patient with the data on the doses the patient received during radiological procedures at the patient's request (paragraph six of Article 83);
failing to obtain an opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert on specific radiation and nuclear safety issues (paragraph one of Article 88);
failing to carry out programmes for monitoring operating experience in radiation or nuclear facilities, or to take the findings from these programmes into account in assessing, verifying and improving radiation and nuclear safety (paragraphs one and two of Article 90);
failing, as a facility operator, to ensure there is a sufficient number of qualified workers to manage the technological process, or failing to ensure regular refreshing of professional knowledge of qualified workers or examinations of their competence, psychophysical characteristics and addiction to alcohol, drugs or other psychoactive substances, or failing to keep records of completed training, including the assessments of professional competence achieved with regard to the requirements of the post concerned for each worker performing work relevant to safety or to keep these records on file for another year after the worker ceased to work for the operator, or if work and duties concerning the management of technological process are performed by a worker without a licence granted by the authority responsible for nuclear safety (paragraphs one, two, three, four and nine of Article 92);
failing, as a facility operator, to establish or implement a management system, or failing to include in the system safety culture and security culture, the control of equipment suppliers and contractors, and the control of contractors or procedures ensuring the entry and installation of suitable equipment (Article 93);
failing to update the safety report if changes that affect the content of the safety report occur during the construction or decommissioning of a facility, commissioning or mining work in case of the exploitation or cessation of exploitation of nuclear minerals (paragraph three of Article 101 and paragraph three of Article 110);
failing to ensure that the operation or commissioning is in accordance with the approved operational limits and conditions, or that written procedures for the operation, commissioning, cessation of operation or decommissioning of a facility are used, or that its own and foreign operational experience, operational indicators, equipment aging processes are monitored and measures to reduce or eliminate the effects of ageing processes implemented, and that the facility’s systems and components are maintained, inspected and tested, or failing to update the safety report during the facility’s operation so as to include all the modifications of the facility, or failing, as the operator of a nuclear power plant, to obtain an opinion of an authorised radiation and nuclear safety expert after the completion of any maintenance work with refuelling, or failing to ensure the production and implementation of a plan for the optimisation of radiation protection or the control over equipment suppliers and contractors, or failing to use the safety analyses to verify the facility's safety when required, or failing to provide training and upskilling for employees and outside workers in the radiation or nuclear facility, or failing to manage radioactive waste so as to generate as little radioactive waste and discharges thereof into the environment as possible in terms of activity and scope and to process and store radioactive waste in a way suitable for disposal and compliant with the national radioactive waste and spent fuel management programme (paragraph one of Article 111);
failing to draw up a report on periodic safety review or to prepare a proposal for necessary modifications based on this report or to send the proposal for modifications to the authority responsible for nuclear safety for approval or notification when necessary, or to inform the authority responsible for nuclear safety of the modifications (paragraphs one and two of Article 114);
failing, as a facility operator, to inform the authority responsible for nuclear safety of implemented modifications within 12 months of the completion of works (paragraph six of Article 116);
failing to ensure a special review of the safety report or to draw up a proposal for amendments to the safety report based on assessment and verification of safety (paragraphs one and three of Article 119);
failing to report on the operation of a facility in the prescribed manner (Article 120);
failing to manage radioactive waste and spent fuel in the prescribed manner (paragraphs one, two, three, five, twelve and thirteen of Article 121);
failing to carry out the management, long-term monitoring and maintenance of a closed repository in accordance with the conditions set out in the safety report (paragraph two of Article 123);
failing to draw up emergency instructions or failing to provide the technical and other conditions to ensure that during an emergency the consequences of the emergency are assessed and decisions on the scope of necessary protective measures made (paragraphs one, two and three of Article 130);
failing to submit to other persons responsible for planning emergency response all technical data on radiation source, data from the safety report and the operational data available to the operator (paragraph four of Article 130);
failing to ensure that any release of radioactivity or radionuclides into the environment is stopped as quickly as possible, that the spread of radioactive substances into the environment via different transmission pathways is reduced or that the exposure of people is reduced (paragraph five of Article 130);
failing to optimise protective measures in drawing up emergency plans and implementing the planned protective measures (Article 131);
failing to ensure the training and regular informing of emergency workers of health risks and of important preventive measures during an emergency intervention (Article 133);
failing to regularly inform the public of the important facts of the emergency plans, in particular of the protective measures planned and the manner of their implementation (Article 134);
failing to provide information to the public and the competent authorities in the event of an emergency (Article 135);
failing, as a licence holder, to inform the authority that issued the licence of any changes in their data (paragraph six of Article 137);
allowing persons who do not meet general conditions determined by the law and the employer's general acts or for whom there are security concerns to work in a controlled facility or space, physically controlled facility or area and vital facility or area of a nuclear facility or carry out the transport of nuclear materials (paragraphs one and two of Article 149 in conjunction with Article 154);
failing to keep a records of personal data of persons who perform or will perform work in a nuclear facility or failing to provide the data from the record to the competent authorities at their request (paragraph one of Article 152);
failing to conduct an interim security vetting when conditions to do so referred to in Article 153 of this Act are met;
failing to maintain a record of nuclear materials, or failing to ensure smooth functioning of record-keeping equipment, or failing to protect nuclear materials or organise their storage in the prescribed manner, or failing to immediately inform the Police and the authority responsible for nuclear safety of any loss of control or possession of nuclear materials (paragraphs three, six, seven and eight of Article 157);
failing to report the results of measurements of the operational and post-operational monitoring, the radioactivity monitoring of a closed repository or the monitoring of the effects of remediation measures (paragraph ten of Article 159);
failing to provide a special radioactivity monitoring or carry out measures to determine and eliminate the cause of contamination, and measures to reduce the exposure of people (Article 161);
failing to carry out the remediation of the consequences of an emergency or a decontamination that is related to the use of its radiation source or facility or was ordered by the competent authority as a special measure or due to the omission of prescribed management (Article 165).
(2) A sole trader or an individual who performs an independent activity shall be fined from EUR 1,800 to EUR 75,000 for the offences referred to in the preceding paragraph.
(3) The responsible person of the legal person or of the sole trader or the individual who performs an independent activity shall also be fined from EUR 350 to EUR 5,000 for the offences referred to in paragraph one of this Article.
(4) An individual who fails to inform the legal person that conducted the security vetting and with which they are employed of any change in the information relevant to security vetting shall be fined from EUR 500 to EUR 1,000 (paragraph four of Article 150).
Article 182
(Fines in expedited proceedings)
In expedited proceedings, a fine that is higher than the lowest fine prescribed by this Act may also be imposed for offences referred to in this Act.
16. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 183
(Procedures and authorisations)
(1) The procedures for obtaining a radiation practice licence, a licence to use a radiation source, an approval for the construction of a facility or to construction or mining works or an operating licence that have not been completed by the entry into force of this Act or with regard to which a remedy has been filed prior to the entry into force of this Act shall be concluded in accordance with the regulations applicable to date.
(2) The existing authorised radiation protection experts, the existing authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts, the existing authorised dosimetry service providers, the existing authorised medical physics experts, and the commissions appointed under the provisions of the Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 102/04 – official consolidated version, 70/08 – ZVO-1B, 60/11 and 74/15) shall perform their work until the expiry of their authorisation or appointment.
(3) Until the issue of the authorisations referred to in Article 71 of this Act, the radon measurements shall be carried out by the authorised radiation protection experts referred to in Article 42 of this Act that hold a valid authorisation concerning radon exposure.
(4) The authorised medical physics experts shall be recognised as having the specialisation in the field of their valid authorisation.
(5) The procedures for obtaining an authorisation to act as a medical physics expert shall be conducted in accordance with the regulations applicable to date for another four years after the introduction of specialisation in medical physics.
(6) The duties of the obligatory state SGEI of radioactive waste management referred to in Article 122 of this Act shall be performed by ARAO – Agency for Radioactive Waste Management, Ljubljana, until the entry into force of the Act referred to in point twelve of paragraph one of Article 184 of this Act.
Article 184
(Obligation to issue implementing regulations)
(1) The Government shall no later than nine months after the entry into force of this Act issue the regulations referred to in:
1. paragraphs eight and ten of Article 16,
paragraphs four and five of Article 18,
paragraph four of Article 21,
paragraph eight of Article 26,
paragraph seven of Article 33,
paragraph seven of Article 35,
paragraph five of Article 37,
paragraph two of Article 60,
paragraph one of Article 64,
paragraph two of Article 85,
paragraph five of Article 122,
paragraph eleven of Article 122,
paragraph two of Article 132,
paragraph three of Article 138,
paragraph two of Article 144,
paragraph nine of Article 158, and
Article 160 of this Act.
(2) The Government shall no later than 18 months after the entry into force of this Act adopt:
the strategy for managing increased exposures due to natural radiation with a programme for systematic monitoring of the working and living environments referred to in paragraph three of Article 63 of this Act,
the national radon programme referred to in paragraph one of Article 73 of this Act.
Article 185
(Extension of validity of implementing regulations)
(1) The Decree on areas of restricted land use due to nuclear facilities and on the conditions for construction in these areas (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 36/04, 103/06 and 92/14) shall remain in force as a regulation issued pursuant to paragraph five of Article 97 of this Act.
(2) The Decree on the criteria for determining the compensation rate due to the restricted land use and intervention measures in nuclear facility areas (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 92/14 and 46/15) shall remain in force as a regulation issued pursuant to paragraph two of Article 132 and paragraph three of Article 176 of this Act.
(3) The Decree on nuclear material safeguards (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 34/08) shall remain in force as a regulation issued pursuant to paragraph nine of Article 157 of this Act.
(4) The Decree on the implementation of Council Regulations (EC) and Commission Regulations (EC) on radioactive contamination of food and feed (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 52/06 and 38/10) shall remain in force as a regulation issued pursuant to paragraph two of Article 163 of this Act.
Article 186
(Obligation to issue implementing regulations)
(1) The minister responsible for the environment shall issue the regulation referred to in paragraph thirteen of Article 121 of this Act no later than nine months after the entry into force of this Act.
(2) The minister responsible for health shall issue the regulations referred to in the following paragraphs no later than nine months after the entry into force of this Act:
1. paragraph three of Article 30,
paragraph five of Article 32,
paragraph four of Article 34,
paragraph four of Article 39,
paragraph six of Article 40,
paragraph seven of Article 41,
paragraph three of Article 45,
paragraph four of Article 46,
paragraph five of Article 47,
paragraph five of Article 50,
paragraph three of Article 71,
paragraph ten of Article 75,
paragraph eight of Article 76,
paragraph four of Article 77,
paragraph three of Article 78,
paragraph three of Article 82, and
paragraph four of Article 84 of this Act.
(3) The minister responsible for the environment and the minister responsible for health shall issue the regulations referred to in the following paragraphs no later than nine months after the entry into force of this Act:
1. paragraph four of Article 9,
paragraph sixteen of Article 16,
paragraph two of Article 17,
paragraph three of Article 19,
paragraph two of Article 20,
paragraph two of Article 24,
paragraph one of Article 30,
paragraph eight of Article 33,
paragraph four of Article 44,
paragraph nine of Article 170, and
paragraph six of Article 171 of this Act.
(4) The minister responsible for health, in agreement with the minister responsible for the environment shall issue the regulations referred to in the following paragraphs no later than nine months after the entry into force of this Act:
1. paragraph two of Article 30,
paragraph eight of Article 35,
paragraphs one and six of Article 43,
paragraph four of Article 51, and
paragraph six of Article 53 of this Act.
(5) The minister responsible for the environment, the minister responsible for health and the minister responsible for agriculture shall issue the regulations referred to in the following paragraphs no later than nine months after the entry into force of this Act:
paragraph eleven of Article 159 and
paragraph two of Article 162 of this Act.
Article 187
(Extension of validity of implementing regulations)
(1) The Rules on the Expert Council for Radiation and Nuclear Safety (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 35/03) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph five of Article 7 of this Act.
(2) The Rules on the operation of the Expert Council for the Issues of Radiation Protection of People, Radiological Procedures, and the Use of Radiation Sources in Human and Veterinary Medicine (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 62/03) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph five of Article 7 of this Act.
(3) The Rules on radiation and nuclear safety factors (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 74/16) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph four of Article 9, paragraph eight of Article 93, paragraph four of Article 100, paragraph six of Article 101, paragraph five of Article 108, paragraph five of Article 110 and paragraph five of Article 115 of this Act.
(4) The Rules on the implementation of health surveillance of exposed workers (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 2/04) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph eight of Article 56, paragraph two of Article 57 and paragraph four of Article 58 of this Act.
(5) The Rules on authorised radiation and nuclear safety experts (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 50/16) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraphs five and seven of Article 89 of this Act.
(6) The Rules ensuring the safety of radiation and nuclear facilities (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 81/16) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph three of Article 90, paragraph two of Article 111, paragraph five of Article 112, paragraph eight of Article 116, paragraph three of Article 118, paragraph five of Article 119 and paragraph three of Article 120 of this Act.
(7) The Rules ensuring the competence of workers in radiation and nuclear facilities (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 32/11) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph fourteen of Article 92 of this Act.
(8) The Rules on the transboundary shipments of radioactive waste and spent fuel (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 22/09) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph one of Article 129 of this Act.
(9) The Rules on the transboundary shipment of nuclear materials and radioactive substances (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 75/08 and 41/14) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraphs one and two of Article 129 of this Act.
(10) The Rules on the physical protection of nuclear facilities, nuclear materials and radioactive substances and shipments of nuclear materials (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 17/13) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to Article 146 of this Act.
(11) The Order determining the programme of basic professional training and the programme of periodic professional training of security staff that carries out the physical protection of nuclear facilities, nuclear materials and radioactive substances, and the shipments of nuclear materials (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 12/13) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to Article 146 of this Act.
(12) The Rules on the monitoring of radioactivity in drinking water (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 74/15) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph eleven of Article 159 of this Act.
(13) The Rules on the equipment for inspectors carrying out inspections of physical protection of nuclear materials and radioactive substances and facilities (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 42/12) shall remain in force as the regulation issued pursuant to paragraph fourteen of Article 178 of this Act.
Article 188
(End of validity)
(1) On the day this Act enters into force, the Ionising Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 102/04 – official consolidated version, 70/08 – ZVO-1B, 60/11 and 74/15) shall cease to be in force.
(2) On the day this Act enters into force, the following regulations shall cease to be in force, although they shall continue to apply until the entry into force of new implementing regulations based on this Act:
1. Decree on radiation practices (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 8/17),
Decree on dose limits, radioactive contamination and intervention levels (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 49/04),
Decree on the programme of systematic monitoring of working and living environments and raising public awareness about measures to reduce the presence of natural radiation sources (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 19/16),
Decree on checking the radioactivity of shipments of metal scrap (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 84/07),
Decree on the method and subject of and conditions for providing the service of general economic interest of radioactive waste management (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 32/99 and 41/04 – ZVO-1),
Decree on the method and subject of and conditions for the provision of obligatory state service of general economic interest of the long-term monitoring and maintenance of the repositories for mining and hydrometallurgical tailings from the extraction and exploitation of nuclear minerals (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 76/15),
Rules on the use of radiation sources and radiation practices (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 27/06),
Rules on radioactive waste and spent fuel management (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 49/06),
Rules on radioactivity monitoring (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 20/07 and 97/09),
Rules on the method of keeping records of personal doses due to exposure to ionising radiation (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 81/16),
Rules on the criteria for using ionising radiation sources in healthcare (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 111/03 and 75/15),
Rules on the requirements for and methodology of dose assessment in the protection of workers and population against ionising radiation (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 83/16),
Rules on the authorisation of experts to perform specialist ionising radiation duties (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 18/04),
Rules on the obligations of radiation practice operators and holders of ionizing radiation sources (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 3/17 and 8/17).
Article 189
(Entry into force and the postponement of application of certain provisions of the Act)
(1) This Act shall enter into force on the fifteenth day following its publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia.
(2) The provisions of paragraph four of Article 26 of this Act shall start to apply one year after the entry into force of the regulation referred to in paragraph eight of Article 26 of this Act.
(3) The provisions of Articles 33, 64 and 70 of this Act shall apply from 1 January 2020.
(4) The provisions of Articles 95 and 96 of this Act shall apply from the date of application of the provisions of the Spatial Planning Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 61/17, ZUREP-2).
(5) Pending the application of the provisions referred to in the preceding paragraph, the provisions of Articles 64, 64a, 65a and 65b of the Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 102/04 – official consolidated version, 70/08 – ZVO-1B, 60/11 and 74/15) shall apply.
(6) The provisions of Articles 97 to 100 of this Act shall apply from the date of application of the provisions of the Building Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No 61/17).
(7) Pending the application of the provisions referred to in the preceding paragraph, the provisions of Articles 68 to 70a of the Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], Nos 102/04 – official consolidated version, 70/08 – ZVO-1B, 60/11 and 74/15) shall apply.
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